TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING
STANLEY CUP CHAMPIONS

2021

Lightning win their
second consecutive Stanley Cup,
after winning 2020
in Edmonton bubble

Netminder Andrei Vasilevskiy
becomes first Russian-born
player to win
Conn Smythe Trophy

Forward Nikita Kucherov leads
all Stanley Cup Playoff scorers
with 8g, 24a,
32 pts and a +6 rating in 23 GP

Curtis McElhinney DNP, Andrei Vasilevskiy
Erik Cernak, Victor Hedman AC, Ryan McDonagh AC,
Jan Rutta, David Savard, Luke Schenn, Mikhail Sergachev
Anthony Cirelli, Blake Coleman, Ross Colton,
Barclay Goodrow, Yanni Gourde, Tyler Johnson,
Mathieu Joseph, Alex Killorn, Nikita Kucherov, Pat Maroon,
Ondrej Palat, Brayden Point, Steven Stamkos CAPTAIN
Julien BriseBois GENERAL MANAGER
Jon Cooper HEAD COACH

Montréal Canadiens, the last
team to qualify for the SCP, reach
the 2021 Stanley Cup Final

2021 EAST DIVISION SEMI-FINAL
1

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS 77 v.

4

NEW YORK ISLANDERS 71

GM RON HEXTALL, HC MIKE SULLIVAN v. GM LOU LAMORIELLO, HC BARRY TROTZ

ISLANDERS WIN SERIES IN 6
Sunday, May 16

1200 ET on NBC B Burke, K Jones, Sportsnet

NEW YORK 4 @ PITTSBURGH 3

OVERTIME

Tuesday, May 18

1930 ET on HNIC, NBCSN

NEW YORK 1 @ PITTSBURGH 2

FIRST PERIOD
1. NEW YORK, Kyle Palmieri 1 (Jean-Gabriel Pageau, Noah Dobson) 7:58
2. PITTSBURGH, Frederick Gaudreau 1 (Evan Rodrigues) 11:10

FIRST PERIOD
1. PITTSBURGH, Bryan Rust 1 (unassisted) 3:22
2. PITTSBURGH, Jeff Carter 1 (Jared McCann, Kasperi Kapanen) 13:07 GWG

Penalties ― Sorokin N (served by Beauvillier) 16:48

Penalties ― None

SECOND PERIOD
3. PITTSBURGH, Sidney Crosby 1 (Brian Dumoulin, Jake Guentzel) 3:47

SECOND PERIOD
3. NEW YORK, Josh Bailey 1 (Brock Nelson) 14:44

Penalties ― Pelech N 4:46, Carter P (double minor) 12:25, Greene N 17:46

Penalties ― Wahlstrom N 4:12, Wahlstrom N 8:02, Wahlstom N Letang P 11:30, Martin N Aston-Reese P 15:03,

THIRD PERIOD
4. NEW YORK, Jean-Gabriel Pageau 1 (Scott Mayfield) 3:33
5. NEW YORK, Brock Nelson 1 (Anthony Beauvillier, Ryan Pulock) 15:50
6. PITTSBURGH, Kasperi Kapanen 1 (Jeff Carter, Cody Ceci) 16:21
Penalties ― None
FIRST OVERTIME PERIOD
7. NEW YORK, Kyle Palmieri 2 (Jean-Gabriel Pageau, Oliver Wahlstrom) 16:30 GWG
Penalties ― None

THIRD PERIOD
NO SCORING
Penalties ― Rust P 18:32
Shots on goal by
ISLANDERS
13
15
10
38
PENGUINS
19
10
16
45
NEW YORK, Semyon Varlamov; PITTSBURGH, Tristan Jarry
Power play: NYI ― 0 for 1 0 for 3 in series • PIT ― 0 for 2 0 for 5 in series
Referees: TJ Luxmore, Gord Dwyer
Linesmen: Matt MacPherson, Brandon Gawryletz
9,344 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at PPG Paints Arena

Shots on goal by
ISLANDERS
13
8
13
7
41
PENGUINS
18
8
6
10
42
NEW YORK, Ilya Sorokin; PITTSBURGH, Tristan Jarry

 G Tristan Jarry PIT  RW Bryan Rust PIT  C Josh Bailey

Power play: NYI ― 0 for 2 • PIT ― 0 for 3
Referees: Brian Pochmara, Ian Walsh
Linesmen: Brandon Gawryletz, Matt MacPherson
4,673 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at PPG Paints Arena
• During this regular season — when NHL teams played their seasons entirely within their division
— the Penguins and Islanders faced each other eight times. Pittsburgh won six of those
meetings, the Islanders won two. The Pens outscored the Isles, 26-19, over those eight games
• The Penguins were led in scoring this season by 33-year old centre Sidney Crosby. He had 24g,
38a, 62 pts and a +8 rating in 55 games. And with 32 penalty minutes, defenceman Kris Letang,
33, led the Penguins.
• The Islanders leading scorer this season was centre Mathew Barzal, 23, who tallied 17g, 28a,
45 pts with a +15 rating in 55 games. And Barzal also led the club in penalty minutes with 48.
• Entering this series, Pittsburgh C Sidney Crosby (68g, 121a, 189 pts in 168 GP) needs one point
to tie Brett Hull (103g, 87a, 190 pts in 202 GP) for seventh place in career Stanley Cup Playoff
points. Crosby also needs two assists to tie Jaromir Jagr (123) for ninth place in playoff history.
Crosby’s first goal in these Stanley Cup Playoffs will break a tie with Gordie Howe (68) on
the all-time NHL list. Crosby trails only Alex Ovechkin WSH (69) and Patrick Marleau SJ (72)
among active NHL players. He also ranks fourth in SCP history for career playoff points in road
games.
• Sidney Crosby is looking to become the seventh player in SCP history to captain one franchise
to four or more Stanley Cups. Jean Béliveau (5, MTL), George Armstrong (4, TOR), Yvan
Cournoyer (4, MTL), Maurice Richard (4, MTL), Denis Potvin (4, NYI) and Wayne Gretzky (4,
EDM) are the only captains to do so.
• Tristan Jarry and Casey DeSmith have combined for one career appearance in the Stanley Cup
Playoffs — a 2-0 defeat for Jarry in Game Four of the 2020 Stanley Cup Qualifiers. In the
expansion era, only two clubs have reached the Stanley Cup Final with goaltenders who entered
the postseason with fewer than two combined playoff games (min. 1 GP in that regular season)
— 2003 Mighty Ducks of Anaheim (Jean-Sebastien Giguere, Martin Gerber) and 2015 Tampa
Bay Lightning (Ben Bishop, Andrei Vasilevskiy).
• Islanders’ GM Lou Lamoriello, 78, has an all-time SCP series record of 29-22 as an NHL general
manager. He can become the second GM in history to guide his teams to 30 series victories,
joining Glen Sather (41-20).
• Islanders’ F Mathew Barzal has recorded 7g, 17a, 24 pts in 30 SCP games. Among players to
make their NHL debut with the Islanders, only two had more points through their first 30 playoff
appearances with the franchise — Denis Potvin (10g, 23a, 33 pts in 30 GP) and Mike
Bossy (16g, 14a, 30 pts in 30 GP).

NYI

• Pittsburgh C Evegeni Malkin (undisclosed) missed a second straight game in this series. The
centre practiced Monday but did not take line rushes or participate in power-play drills.
• Jake Guentzel (25g, 22a, 47 pts in 46 GP), who tallied one assist in Game One, is three points
shy of 50 career postseason points. Four players to debut with the Penguins have required fewer
games to record 50 playoff points (all w/ PIT) — Mario Lemieux (29 GP), Sidney Crosby (37
GP), Evgeni Malkin (40 GP) and Kevin Stevens (41 GP).
• Penguins’ forward Jeff Carter scored his first playoff goal since 22 April 2016, for the Los Angeles
Kings. Carter’s goal was the 40th of his Stanley Cup Playoff career. He became the 12 th active
player to score 40 career postseason goals and third current member of the Penguins to do so.
The others are Sidney Crosby (69) and Evgeni Malkin (63).
• “I think I was just trying to keep it simple,” Penguins’ netminder Tristan Jarry said. “Just trying
to get better than I was last game. I think that was something that I wanted to improve, be
better tonight. I think that was an easy thing to do.”
• “I thought [Islanders’ netminder Semyon Varlamov] was excellent after the first goal,”
Islanders’ head coach Barry Trotz said. “I thought there were moments where they could've
made it a 3-1 game and he came up with some key saves…I thought he was moving well. He
was crisp. All of that.”
• “I think, for us, we're just trying to get out there and get to our game as fast as we can,”
Penguins’ forward Bryan Rust said. “Get out there, have a good start, create some momentum.
Obviously, when you score the first goal, there's no better way of doing that.”
• “There's no magic pill that I can give everybody, ‘Take this and have a good start,’” Trotz said.
“It comes from within…It's on the room to do that. They know. We've talked about that, getting
off to a good start. Best way you can is simplify your game, get after it, get determined, win
your battles. Usually, it works out that way.”
• “I think we just stayed with it,” New York defenceman Scott Mayfield said. “At home, they're
going to have a push right off the start. That's kind of what's nice about playing at home. On
the road, it's a little tough sometimes. The fans were buzzing and it was loud in there. They had
a little push at the start. Our biggest thing is staying with our game plan. I think we got to it
eventually.”
• “I thought Tristan (Jarry) had a great game,” Penguins’ head coach Mike Sullivan said. “He's
done that for us for most of this year. He's been a big part of the success that this team has
enjoyed to this point.”

 RW Kyle Palmieri NYI  C Jean-Gabriel Pageau NYI  C Sidney Crosby PIT
• Pittsburgh has now lost 10 of its past 11 playoff games.
• An update on Penguins’ Evgeni Malkin, who did not play, was not provided after the game. The
centre was a game-time decision after he did not participate in line rushes or power-play drills
in practice Saturday. With Malkin out, Jeff Carter was the centre on Pittsburgh's second line.
• Ilya Sorokin is just the second rookie goaltender in Islanders’ history to start the opening game
of a Stanley Cup Playoffs for the franchise. Glenn ‘Chico’ Resch is the only other one to
accomplish the feat, doing so on multiple occasions (Game One of 1975 PRLM @ NYR & Game
One of 1976 PRLM v. VAN).
• Sidney Crosby boosted his career postseason totals to 69g, 121a, 190 pts and ties Brett
Hull (103g,
87a,
190
pts)
for
seventh
place
on
the NHL’s
all-time
list.
And Crosby netted his 69th career postseason goal – tying Alex Ovechkin (69 in 137 GP) for
18th on the NHL’s all-time list.
• In overtime, Islanders’ F Kyle Palmieri took a pass from Jean-Gabriel Pageau low in the right
face-off circle and beat goalie Tristan Jarry over his left shoulder and off the post. Palmieri and
forward Travis Zajac, who was a healthy scratch, were acquired in a trade with the New Jersey
Devils on 7 April.
• “It's an incredibly exciting time,” Palmieri said. “The opportunity to be in the [Stanley Cup]
Playoffs is something I don't take for granted. Obviously, it's hard to get here. We came on the
road on a mission. We were able to go out there tonight and find a way to get a win.”
• “He's an Islander,” Pageau said of Palmieri. “He fits right in. He's our best player tonight.
That's why he got so many chances.”
• Islanders’ rookie netminder Ilya Sorokin made 39 saves starting in place of Semyon Varlamov,
who did not play for precautionary reasons after sustaining “a little strain” in New York's regularseason finale Monday.
• “We had to make a decision, really, last night,” Islanders’ head coach Barry Trotz said.
“[Varlamov] skated both days. He's going to practice tomorrow as well. We just thought, long
term, that's one thing that we think we have is two capable goalies. If we want to have any
success, we're going to need both of them. So we said, 'You know what? Let's sort of do what's
right. Let's not risk anything here. Let's be cautious. We'll give him another day of practice, and
then he'll be 100 percent.'“
• “I thought Tristan made some big saves throughout the course of the game to keep the game
where it was at,” Pittsburgh head coach Mike Sullivan said. “There were some good saves at
both ends of the rink. I just think we have to do a better job as a group.”
• “I thought that we had some chances to build on our lead when it was 2-1, and we didn't,”
Penguins’ captain C Sidney Crosby said. “They were able to hang around. Would've been great
to hold on to the lead, but a team's going to push. They did, and we didn't get that big one in
overtime.”

Thursday, May 20

1900 ET on SN360, NBCSN

PITTSBURGH 5 @ NEW YORK 4

Saturday, May 22

1500 ET on Sportsnet, NBC

PITTSBURGH 1 @ NEW YORK 4

FIRST PERIOD
1. PITTSBURGH, Kris Letang 1 (unassisted) 2:01

FIRST PERIOD
NO SCORING

Penalties ― Palmieri N 2:37, Blueger P 19:39
SECOND PERIOD
2. NEW YORK, Scott Mayfield 1 (Mathew Barzal, Jordan Eberle) 11:03
3. PITTSBURGH, Jeff Carter 2 (Frederick Gaudreau, Marcus Pettersson) 13:33
4. PITTSBURGH, Jason Zucker 1 (Evgeni Malkin, Kris Letang) 18:03

SECOND PERIOD
1. NEW YORK, Josh Bailey 2 (Brock Nelson, Anthony Beauvillier) 8:07Stv
2. NEW YORK, Ryan Pulock 1 (Oliver Wahlstrom, Nick Leddy) 14:51 GWG
Penalties ― Malkin P 17:55

Penalties ― Penguins’ bench (served by Zucker) 5:09
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Penalties ― Malkin P Clutterbuck N 4:07, Malkin P 7:47

THIRD PERIOD
NEW YORK, Cal Clutterbuck 1 (Casey Cizikas, Scott Mayfield) 3:46
NEW YORK, Anthony Beauvillier 1 (Mathew Barzal, Noah Dobson) 5:54 PPG
PITTSBURGH, Jeff Carter 3 (Evgeni Malkin) 7:00 PPG
NEW YORK, Cal Clutterbuck 2 (Scott Mayfield) 14:17
PITTSBURGH, Brandon Tanev 1 (Kris Letang, Zach Aston-Reese) 16:24 GWG

Penalties ― Guentzel P (double minor) Crosby P Rust P Letang P Dumoulin P Palmieri N Pageau N Mayfield N
Wahlstrom N Leddy N 5:35, Clutterbuck N 6:23, McCann P 8:39, Marino P Martin N 11:33
Shots on goal by
PENGUINS
12
6
9
27
ISLANDERS
10
7
13
30
PITTSBURGH, Tristan Jarry; NEW YORK, Semyon Varlamov
Power play: PIT ― 1 for 2 1 for 7 in series • NYI ― 1 for 4 1 for 7 in series
Referees: Garrett Rank, Kelly Sutherland
Linesmen: Jonny Murray, Bevan Mills
6,800 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at Nassau Veterans Memorial Coliseum

 D Kris Letang PIT  C Jeff Carter PIT  D Scott Mayfield NYI
• Penguins’ centre Evgeni Malkin had two assists after he missed Games One and Two with an
undisclosed injury. Malkin had two shots, one hit and two blocks in 12:10 of ice time. In the
second period, Malkin (63g, 107a, 170 pts in 167 GP) registered the 107 th playoff assist of his
career and tied Peter Forsberg (64g, 107a, 171 pts in 151 GP) for 21st place on the League’s
all-time list.
• Pittsburgh forward Jeff Carter has now scored 12 goals in 17 games since being acquired in a
trade with the Los Angeles Kings on 12 April. Only four players have scored their first 10 goals
with the Penguins in fewer games than Jeff Carter (regular season or playoffs) — Michel
Ouellet (13 GP), Joe Mullen (13 GP), Peter Mahovlich (13 GP) and Rick Tocchet (14 GP).
• “It was a bit of a roller coaster tonight…but we stuck with it,” Pittsburgh forward Jeff Carter
said. “It's a resilient group. You give one up, you get right back on the horse and get working.”
• “It wasn't our best period, but at the end of the day, we found a way to win and that's what
matters,” Penguins’ LW Brandon Tanev said of the third period. “The guys came together as a
group, and we battled through adversity and got the win.”
• “We're disappointed, but as soon as that buzzer rang, it's over with. It's the playoffs,” New York
centre Mathew Barzal said. “You can't dwell on anything, can't hang your head for too long.
Obviously, it stings a bit because that would have been a huge win to get, but we're in a playoff
series. It's first to four (wins), so we'll be all right.”
• “To have the depth that we have at this point with ‘Carts’ in the middle, now we think we have
a pretty balanced attack,” Penguins’ head coach Mike Sullivan said of Carter. “It just gives us
that much more depth down the middle.”
• “He's playing real good hockey, you can tell,” Barzal said of Pittsburgh captain C Sidney Crosby.
“He made that play late in the game to stop ‘Nelly’ (Brock Nelson) from an empty net. He's
playing committed hockey. It is what it is. We're just going to keep playing the way we're
playing. We're not dwelling on tonight.”
• “I'll have to look at [the game] again,” Islanders’ head coach Barry Trotz said when asked about
his netminder, Semyon Varlamov. “We'll have to look at it. Sometimes your first reaction might
not be favourable, but I'm going to look at all the chances and the goals and see what we could
have done.”
• Penguins’ defenceman Kris Letang had two assists for his fifth three-point game in the playoffs,
passing Larry Murphy for the most by a defenceman in Penguins’ history. Letang, the
franchise’s all-time leader in playoff goals, assists and points among defencemen (22g, 59a, 81
pts in 139 GP), scored the game-opening goal. Letang surpassed Eric Desjardins (23g, 57a, 80
pts in 168 GP) and Doug Wilson (19g, 61a, 80 pts in 95 GP) and tied Dan Boyle (17g, 64a, 81
pts in 130 GP) on the NHL’s all-time postseason points list among defencemen.
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THIRD PERIOD
3. NEW YORK, Oliver Wahlstrom 1 (unassisted) 6:04 PPG
4. NEW YORK, Jordan Eberle 1 (Mathew Barzal, Jean-Gabriel Pageau) 6:28 PPG
5. PITTSBURGH, Zach Aston-Reese 1 (Brian Dumoulin, Frederik Gaudreau) 17:25 SHG
Penalties ― Mayfield N 4:04, Zucker P 4:34, Letang P 5:15, Guentzel P 15:33
Shots on goal by
PENGUINS
8
12
10
30
ISLANDERS
8
9
9
26
PITTSBURGH, Tristan Jarry; NEW YORK, Ilya Sorokin
Power play: PIT ― 0 for 1 1 for 8 in series • NYI ― 2 for 5 3 for 12 in series
Referees: Steve Kozari, Brian Pochmara
Linesmen: Jonny Murray, Bevan Mills
6,800 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at Nassau Veterans Memorial Coliseum
•

 G Ilya Sorokin NYI  D Ryan Pulock NYI  RW Josh Bailey

NYI

• Islanders’ Ilya Sorokin is the second rookie goaltender to win each of his first two career
postseason starts during the 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs, joining Carolina’s Alex Nedeljkovic
(2-1). The only other time in the last 20 years that two rookie goaltenders each won their first
two career postseason appearances in the same playoff year was 2014 (John Gibson & Frederik
Andersen; both 2-0 w/ ANA).
• “I just enjoy the game and enjoy the moment,” Sorokin said. “I feel good. I had a good practice
(Friday) and felt ready.”
• “He's been solid in there all year, both of them have been,” Islanders’ forward Jordan
Eberle said of netminders Sorokin and Semyon Varlamov. “…It's impressive to see [Sorokin]
obviously in his first playoff run. I know he's been through it in Russia, but to have poise and
just his confidence back there and just his calmness, he makes big saves for us and he's done
it all year.”
• Sidney Crosby did not have a point for a third straight game. “I think it was probably closer
than the score, but I don't think it really matters at this point,” said Crosby, the Penguins’
captain. “They played better and deserved to win tonight.”
• “We have confidence in him, but I think the whole bench said, ‘Hey, he's dialed in, so we've got
to be dialed in too,’” New York head coach Barry Trotz said. “It was nice to play with a lead for
once in this series. We haven't done that a whole lot. Real key for us.”
• “Just two huge goals to kind of put the game away,” New York forward Mathew Barzal said.
“That's a crucial moment. It was big by our power play.”
• “We took too many penalties,” Pittsburgh head coach Mike Sullivan said. “We can't take that
many penalties. That's the takeaway. We're playing against a tough opponent and we knew it
was going to be a tough series going into this. This isn't anything that we didn't expect, and we
just have to make sure we react the right way.”
• “It was a shame that we gave up a goal there at the end, but I thought he looked solid,” Trotz
said of Sorokin. “I thought the team played the right way and we were able to get a victory.”
• The Penguins are 15-9 (.625) winning a best-of-7 series that is tied 2-2; the Islanders are
5-6 (.455).
• The two goals in 24 seconds were the Islanders' fastest in the playoffs since they scored
14 seconds apart in Game Three of the Eastern Conference QF against the Toronto Maple Leafs
in 2002.
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2021 EAST DIVISION SEMI-FINAL
1

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS 77 v.

4

NEW YORK ISLANDERS 71

GM RON HEXTALL, HC MIKE SULLIVAN v. GM LOU LAMORIELLO, HC BARRY TROTZ

ISLANDERS WIN SERIES IN 6
Monday, May 24

Wednesday, May 26

1900 ET on SN1, NBCSN

NEW YORK 3 @ PITTSBURGH 2

OVERTIME

FIRST PERIOD
1. PITTSBURGH, Evgeni Malkin 1 (Kris Letang, Bryan Rust) 8:20 PPG
2. NEW YORK, Anthony Beauvillier 2 (Josh Bailey, Nick Leddy) 19:05
Penalties ― Bailey N 7:47
SECOND PERIOD
3. PITTSBURGH, Bryan Rust 2 (Sidney Crosby, Kris Letang) 7:37

1830 ET on HNIC, NBCSN

PITTSBURGH 3 @ NEW YORK 5
1.
2.
3.
4.

FIRST PERIOD
PITTSBURGH, Jeff Carter 4 (Kasperi Kapanen, Jason Zucker) 1:27
NEW YORK, Anthony Beauvillier 3 (Brock Nelson, Josh Bailey) 5:16
PITTSBURGH, Jake Guentzel 1 (Kris Letang, Evgeni Malkin) 11:12 PPG
NEW YORK, Kyle Palmieri 3 (Jean-Gabriel Pageau) 12:25

Penalties ― Mayfield N 9:58

Penalties ― Malkin P 4:39, Greene N 10:14
THIRD PERIOD
4. NEW YORK, Jordan Eberle 2 (Leo Komarov, Jean-Gabriel Pageau) 8:50
Penalties ― Gaudreau P 14:03
FIRST OVERTIME PERIOD
NO SCORING

5.
6.
7.
8.

SECOND PERIOD
PITTSBURGH, Jason Zucker 2 (Evgeni Malkin, Cody Ceci) 1:53
NEW YORK, Brock Nelson 2 (Josh Bailey, Anthony Beauvillier) 8:35
NEW YORK, Ryan Pulock 2 (Jean-Gabriel Pageau, Travis Zajac) 8:48 GWG
NEW YORK, Brock Nelson 3 (Anthony Beauvillier) 11:34

Penalties ― Pulock N 19:03
THIRD PERIOD
NO SCORING

Penalties ― None
SECOND OVERTIME PERIOD
5. NEW YORK, Josh Bailey 3 (unassisted) 0:51 GWG
Penalties ― None
Shots on goal by
ISLANDERS
10
4
6
7
1
28
PENGUINS
12
20
9
8
1
50
NEW YORK, Ilya Sorokin; PITTSBURGH, Tristan Jarry

NYI

Shots on goal by
PENGUINS
9
16
12
37
ISLANDERS
10
9
5
24
PITTSBURGH, Tristan Jarry; NEW YORK, Ilya Sorokin
Power play: PIT ― 1 for 2 3 for 12 in series • NYI ― 0 for 2 3 for 16 in series
Referees: Francois St. Laurent, Chris Lee
Linesmen: Devin Berg, Vaughan Rody
9,000 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at Nassau Veterans Memorial Coliseum

Power play: NYI ― 0 for 2 3 for 14 in series • PIT ― 1 for 2 2 for 10 in series
Referees: Dan O’Rourke, Kyle Rehman
Linesmen: Ryan Gibbons, Libor Suchanek
9,344 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at PPG Paints Arena

 C Josh Bailey

Penalties ― Marino P (double minor) 15:16

 G Ilya Sorokin NYI  RW Bryan Rust PIT

• Ilya Sorokin became the first goaltender in Islanders’ history to win each of his first three career
playoff games. Only five goaltenders in the past 27 years have won each of their first three
career playoff appearances — Carter Hart PHI in 2020, Matt Murray PIT in 2016, Scott Darling
CHI in 2015, Jean-Sebastien Giguere ANA 6-0 in 2003 and Brian Boucher PHI in 2000.
• Sidney Crosby recorded his 122nd assist during the Stanley Cup Playoffs to surpass Al MacInnis
(121) and Glenn Anderson (121) for sole possession of 10th place on the NHL’s all-time playoff
assists list.
• Islanders’ netminder Ilya Sorokin made 48 saves, which stands as the second most in a playoff
game in franchise history, behind Kelly Hrudey (73 in Game Seven of the 1987 DSF).
• Penguins’ goaltender Tristan Jarry (6 GP) and Islanders’ winning netminder Ilya Sorokin (3
GP) became the first pair of opposing goaltenders with a combined 10 games of Stanley Cup
Playoffs experience or fewer to face each other in a game that required multiple overtimes since
Montreal’s Cristobal Huet (2 GP) and Carolina’s Cam Ward (1 GP) in Game Two of the 2006
Conference QF.
• In double overtime, Islanders’ forward Josh Bailey intercepted a pass from Penguins’
goaltender Tristan Jarry and chipped a shot over his glove to give the Islanders the series
lead. ”We're all just focused on the task at hand,” Islanders’ forward Josh Bailey said. “It doesn't
matter who gets the goals. I think we're all excited. A win is a win.”
• Penguins Evgeni Malkin scored for the first time since 15 March, and Sidney Crosby got his
first point since Game One with an assist.
• “I was really proud of the team,” Pittsburgh head coach Mike Sullivan said. “I thought we played
a really solid hockey game. All four lines were going. All six defencemen. Tristan made a couple
of big saves for us throughout the course of the game. I was really proud of the group. I thought
we played with some swagger.”
• “The result was not what we wanted tonight,” Penguins’ defenceman Kris Letang said. “But I
think we made a statement. That's the way we need to play going into their arena. I'm pretty
confident that if we play the same way, we'll get the result.”
• “Outstanding,” New York head coach Barry Trotz said about netminder Ilya Sorokin. “I can use
all the [words] that you want to write. They all will apply. He was outstanding, gave us a
chance.”
• Anthony Beauvillier tied it in the first period. After skating around Jake Guentzel, Beauvillier
drove to the net for a wrist shot over Jarry's blocker. ”You want to get on the board, obviously,”
Beauvillier said. “A big goal for us to tie it up at 1-1 before the end of the period. It was big
for us.”
• Sidney Crosby’s second-period assist moved him past Brett Hull into sole possession of seventh
all-time in playoff points with 191 (69 goals, 122 assists).
• “I think we're going to work together,” Pittsburgh F Bryan Rust said. “I think we're going to lift
our heads up and try to win. Obviously, this is a race to four. Our backs are against the wall
now, and we just have to work hard to get the next two.”
• Pittsburgh defenceman Kris Letang had 10 hits in 37:20 of ice time during his 141 st playoff
game, passing Jaromir Jagr for sole possession of the third most postseason games played in
Penguins’ history. Sidney Crosby is first with 173 and Evgeni Malkin is second with 169.
• Islanders’ forward Oliver Wahlstrom is day-to-day after leaving the game with 8:03 remaining
in the third, when he was hit into the boards by Penguins’ defenceman Mike Matheson, Trotz
said.
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• Entering this game, Sidney Crosby has 4g, 12a, 16 pts (20 GP) in games when his team is
facing elimination. Only three players in franchise history have more points when the Penguins
face elimination — Jaromir Jagr (12g, 16a, 28 pts in 23 GP), Mario Lemieux (9g, 12a, 21 pts
in 15 GP) and Ron Francis (5g, 14a, 19 pts in 15 GP).

 C Brock

Nelson NYI

 LW Anthony

Beauvillier NYI

 D Ryan Pulock NYI

• It was the first time the Islanders clinched a playoff series at Nassau Coliseum since Game
Six of the Patrick Division SF against the Washington Capitals in 1993.
• Penguins’ centre Evgeni Malkin collected an assist on Jake Guentzel’s goal to improve his totals
in the Stanley Cup Playoffs to 64g, 109a, 173 pts (170 GP) and surpass Mario Lemieux for sole
possession of the second-most playoff points in franchise history.
• With an assist on Pittsburgh’s second goal, Kris Letang (22g, 64a, 86 pts in 142 GP) tied
Chicago’s Duncan Keith (18g, 68a, 86 pts in 135 GP) for the most playoff points among active
NHL defencemen.
• This Islanders’ win set up the third all-time playoff meeting between the Islanders and Bruins.
New York won each of the two other series, each en route to a Stanley Cup win (1980
QF and 1983 Conference Finals).
• “This group always sticks with it,” Islanders’ forward Brock Nelson said. “The fans gave us a
boost, they were fired up today. They were rowdy, they were loud…Once we got the lead, they
were loud through the end. It's awesome having them back. We just wanted to get that one in
front of them.”
• “When everybody stays on task, a lot can get accomplished with the group,” Islanders’ head
coach Barry Trotz said. “I've said it probably to every team I've had, ‘You want to go somewhere
fast, go by yourself. You want to go somewhere far, go with the group.’ This group believes in
the group, the strength in the group.”
• “I think it's just disappointment,” Pittsburgh captain C Sidney Crosby said. “It's not guaranteed
to make the playoffs. We've been fortunate that we've been there a lot (15 straight seasons).
Every time you get to play in the playoffs, it's an opportunity. It really is the best time of the
year. You want to be in it. You want to play for a long time. You want to compete for the Stanley
Cup, so it's never a good feeling when you lose.”
• “It was a crazy game, but never out of reach,” Nelson said. “No quit in this team. We always
try to fight back, and we were able to do that tonight.”
• “We got a huge save and it settled us right down,” Trotz said. “…[Pelech and Pulock] have
become a really good pair in the National Hockey League as a pair. They've done a great job.
Sid is unbelievable, how he can create and how hard he is to contain. He's a guy that feels
pressure and he can spin off and he can make plays on his forehand, his backhand. He's so
intelligent. It takes a very good group of players to try to defend him and keep him in check.”
• “When they get opportunities, they capitalize on them,” Pittsburgh forward Jeff Carter said.
“That's how they win games. They played a heck of a series as well. It could've went either way,
to be honest with you. That's how I feel.”
• New York forward Oliver Wahlstrom did not play because of an undisclosed injury sustained in
Game Five. He was replaced by forward Travis Zajac, who had an assist and was plus-2 in 11:55
of ice time.
• The Islanders were led in scoring by LW Anthony Beauvillier, 23, who had 3g, 4a, 7 pts and a
+1 rating. C Jean-Gabriel Pageau, 28, also had seven points. For the Penguins, defenceman
Kris Letang, 33, had 1g, 5a, 6 pts and a -2 rating to lead the club in scoring. Captain C Sidney
Crosby had just 1g, 1a and a -2 rating. Penguins’ forward Jake Guentzel, 26, led all series
skaters with 25 shots on goal, scoring once.
• Islanders’ head coach Barry Trotz has won at least one Stanley Cup Playoff series in each of the
last seven postseasons, becoming the first NHL head coach to accomplish the feat since Al
Arbour from 1979-1985, when he was head coach of these same Islanders.
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2021 EAST DIVISION SEMI-FINAL
2

WASHINGTON CAPITALS 77 v.

3

BOSTON BRUINS 73

GM BRIAN MacLELLAN, HC PETER LAVIOLETTE v. GM DON SWEENEY, HC BRUCE CASSIDY

BRUINS WIN SERIES IN 5
Saturday, May 15

1925 ET on HNIC, NBC

J Bartlett, G Galley

BOSTON 2 @ WASHINGTON 3

OVERTIME

FIRST PERIOD
1. WASHINGTON, Tom Wilson 1 (TJ Oshie, Daniel Sprong) 6:22
2. BOSTON, Jake DeBrusk 1 (Curtis Lazar) 13:10
Craig Anderson replaced Vitek Vanecek in Capitals’ net at 13:10 of first period
Penalties ― Carlson W 7:58, Schultz W 16:42
SECOND PERIOD
3. WASHINGTON, Brenden Dillon 1 (Anthony Mantha, Alex Ovechkin) 8:44
4. BOSTON, Nick Ritchie 1 (David Pastrnak, Charlie McAvoy) 16:38 PPG
Penalties ― Lauzon B 9:01, Orlov W 15:21
THIRD PERIOD
NO SCORING

1.
2.
3.
4.

Penalties ― Pastrnak B 6:19, Dowd W 12:46, Marchand B 13:54, Reilly B Sheary W 19:50
SECOND PERIOD
NO SCORING

Penalties ― Ritchie B 2:05, Hall B 4:53

Penalties ― None
Shots on goal by
BRUINS
7
9
8
2
26
CAPITALS
11
11
9
1
32
BOSTON, Tuukka Rask; WASHINGTON, Vitek Vanecek (lower-body injury), Craig Anderson (13:10 of first period)
Power play: BOS ― 1 for 4 • WSH ― 0 for 1
Referees: Gord Dwyer, TJ Luxmore
Linesmen: Michel Cormier, Ryan Daisy
5,333 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at Capital One Arena
• During this regular season, the Capitals and Bruins met eight times. Each time won four
times. Boston outscored Washington, 26-25, over those eight games
• The Capitals were led in scoring this season by C Nicklas Backstrom, 33, who had 15g, 38a, 53
pts with an E rating in 55 games. RW Tom Wilson, 26, led the Caps with 96 PIM.
• Boston’s leading scorer this season was LW Brad Marchand, 32, who had 29g, 40a, 69 pts with
a +26 rating in 53 games. With 65 penalty minutes, C Trent Frederic, 22, led the B’s.
• Alex Ovechkin ranks 18th in Stanley Cup Playoff history with 69 career playoff goals, trailing
only Patrick Marleau SJ (72) among active players, and is among the top 50 in career playoff
points (131 pts to rank 44th). Ovechkin has scored at least four goals in 11 of his 12 previous
postseason appearances, second to only Wayne Gretzky (12x) for the most such playoff
seasons.
• Nine members of Washington’s 2018 Stanley Cup team remain with the club: Nicklas
Backstrom, John Carlson, Lars Eller, Michal Kempny, Evgeny Kuznetsov, Dmitry Orlov, T.J.
Oshie, Alex Ovechkin and Tom Wilson.
• Stanley Cup champion D Zdeno Chara (2011 BOS), 44, becomes the seventh player in history
to appear in a playoff game at age 44 or older. Chara follows RW Gordie Howe (52 years, 11
days in 1980), D Chris Chelios (47 years, 122 days in 2009), G Johnny Bower (44 years, 149
days in 1969), G Lester Patrick (44 years, 99 days in 1928), G Jacques Plante (44 years, 78
days in 1973) and F Jaromir Jagr (44 years, 69 days in 2016), who all are listed with their age
at the time of their last playoff game. Patrick traded his duties as New York Rangers’ head coach
to guard the net for one playoff game. Only Chelios (age 46 in 2008) and Patrick (1928 NYR)
won the Cup at age 44 or older.
• Bruins’ netminder Tuukka Rask (51-42) needs two wins to tie Gerry Cheevers (53-34) for the
most in franchise SCP history. Only Marc-Andre Fleury VEG (81) and Henrik Lundqvist WSH
(61) have more career playoff wins among active goaltenders.
• Boston forward Patrice Bergeron starts this series three goals shy of tying Rick Middleton (45)
for third all-time in Bruins’ SCP history and four away from Phil Esposito (46) for second. Cam
Neely leads with 55.

FIRST OVERTIME PERIOD
7. BOSTON, Brad Marchand 1 (Matt Grzelcyk, David Krejci) 0:39 GWG
Penalties ― None
Shots on goal by
BRUINS
18
15
14
1
48
CAPITALS
18
9
12
0
39
BOSTON, Tuukka Rask; WASHINGTON, Craig Anderson
Power play: BOS ― 0 for 2 1 for 6 in series • WSH ― 1 for 4 1 for 5 in series
Referees: Chris Lee, Jean Hebert
Linesmen: Devin Berg, Vaughan Rody
5,333 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at Capital One Arena

 LW Brad

 D Brenden Dillon WSH

Friday, May 21

1830 ET on SN360, NBCSN

WASHINGTON 2 @ BOSTON 3

Marchand BOS

OVERTIME

 G Tuukka Rask BOS  RW Garnet Hathaway WSH

• Each of the last 11 games between Boston and Washington have been decided by a one-goal
margin.
• Brad Marchand’s overtime goal for Boston was the quickest over goal in Bruins’ Stanley Cup
Playoff history. It was one second faster than Bobby Orr’s famous ‘Flying Through the Air’ goal
that ended the 1970 Stanley Cup Final. It was Marchand’s 38th career postseason goal for
Boston, moving him into a tie with Peter McNab for seventh spot on the Bruins’ all-time list.
• Marchand won the game with a one-timer from D Matt Grzelcyk in the right face-off circle
after a turnover by Capitals’ defenceman Brenden Dillon.
• “I don't know how it got up to [David Krejci], but he did a great job kind of settling everything
down the way he does and got it over to 'Grezi,'“ Marchand said. “I think he went to the net
and drew everybody to him, and Grezi made a great play to get it over [to me], and it went in.”
• “I think the guys that have been here understood the urgency of this game. We had to play
better,” Boston head coach Bruce Cassidy said. “Obviously, getting the win is very important,
but for our own selves, we needed to play a better hockey game. I thought we were the better
team tonight and were full value for the win.”
• “We knew they were going to come back with a little bit more bite tonight offensively, and some
of the things we shot ourselves in the foot a little bit with execution,” Washington head coach
Peter Laviolette said. “So there's things I think we can do better as we head to Boston.”
• Capitals’ G Craig Anderson, who turns 40 on Friday, made his first start in the Stanley Cup
Playoffs since a 3-2 loss in double overtime with the Ottawa Senators in Game Seven of the
2017 ECF against the Penguins. He made 21 saves in relief in a 3-2 overtime win in Game One
on Saturday after Vitek Vanecek sustained a lower-body injury in the first period.
• “We needed him to play great, and I thought he did,” Washington F Garnet Hathaway said of
Anderson. “It's tough, you know, last minute, couple minutes left for a goal to tie it and then
[it ends] quick in overtime. I think it kind of overshadows how we played and how he played
especially.”
• “It was a greasy goal, for sure,” Bruins’ forward Taylor Hall said of his third-period marker. “I
thought as the game wore on, the score might not have reflected it, but we really found our
game, and by the third period, their goal excluded, I thought we really had it. We had a lot of
action at the net, a lot of shots there, and we're going to have to continue doing that, obviously.”
• Washington centre Lars Eller left the game at 10:34 of the second period because of a lowerbody injury.
• For the Capitals, G Pheonix Copley backed up Anderson. Ilya Samsonov participated in an
optional practice after being removed from NHL COVID-19 protocol Saturday, but Laviolette
said the Capitals goalie probably would need some practice time before he's ready to at least
dress as the backup.
• F T.J. Oshie tied Peter Bondra for second in Capitals’ history with his 13th power-play goal in
the playoffs. F Alex Ovechkin leads with 25.

• This was the Bruins’ 140th all time Stanley Cup Playoff game — only behind Montreal’s 150.
• Capitals’ netminder Craig Anderson made his first Stanley Cup Playoff appearance since Game
Seven of 2017 Eastern CF with Senators v. Penguins.
• Anderson (39 years, 359 days) became the fourth-oldest goaltender in Stanley Cup Playoff
history to earn a playoff win in relief, following Lester Patrick NYR (44 years, 99 days) in Game
Two of the 1928 Stanley Cup Final, Curtis Joseph CGY (40 years, 350 days) in Game Three of
the 2008 Conference QF and Jacques Plante STL (40 years, 75 days) in Game One of the 1969
QF.
• “I think the biggest thing is, is he just was so calm and poised in what he did, and he moved so
well,” Capitals’ forward Nic Dowd said of Anderson. “I mean, it has to be really challenging for
any player to come off the bench like that and be forced into that situation…there's a lot of things
that go into it. But I think our team has shown that we've done that all year, and we've been
able to be successful, and I think guys have learned how to do it.”
• Anderson played four regular-season games, starting two, including 8 May when he made 28
saves in a 2-1 overtime win against the Philadelphia Flyers. He turns 40 on Friday. “Just to get
that game, I was able to stay a little fresh and kind of jump-start the engine there, just kind of
reinforce that you do need to be ready and you're one shot, one play away from being the guy
in the net,” Anderson said.
• “Tough spot, I think, to put somebody in, but Andy's answered the bell really his whole career,
but he's answered it for us when we needed him,” Capitals’ head coach Peter Laviolette said.
“He truly epitomizes the concept of working hard every day so that when you get your
opportunity, you're ready, and that's exactly what he did.”
• “It was a one-timer from the blue line there,” Boston netminder Tuuka Rask said of Dowd's
overtime goal. “I think it was going over my head or at my head or something, then hit a stick,
hit my chest and somehow ended up in the net. I think I probably bumped it into my own net.”
• “Our offensive game was just not where it needed to be tonight,” Bruins’ head coach Bruce
Cassidy said. “I thought our power play (1-for-4) wasn't crisp. It bled into our 5-on-5. At the
end of the day, not enough on the offensive side of things. We weren't hard enough to play
against.”
• Forward Patrice Bergeron played his 150th playoff game for the Bruins, tying D Zdeno Chara
for second in their history. Defenceman Ray Bourque is first at 180.

Wednesday, May 19

1830 ET on SN360, NBCSN

WASHINGTON 1 @ BOSTON 4

FIRST PERIOD
NO SCORING

FIRST PERIOD
NO SCORING

Penalties ― Ovechkin W 2:20, Reilly B 7:38, Bruins’ bench (served by Ritchie) 10:34, Chara B 13:18, Carlson W
14:24, Kuraly B 17:25
SECOND PERIOD
1. WASHINGTON, Alex Ovechkin 1 (Anthony Mantha) 8:21 PPG
2. BOSTON, Taylor Hall 1 (Craig Smith, Kevan Miller) 9:17
3. WASHINGTON, Nic Dowd 2 (Garnet Hathaway) 18:15
THIRD PERIOD
4. BOSTON, Brad Marchand 2 (Patrice Bergeron, Charlie McAvoy) 11:32 PPG
Penalties ― Carr W 3:25, Dowd W 11:00
FIRST OVERTIME PERIOD
NO SCORING
Penalties ― None
SECOND OVERTIME PERIOD
5. BOSTON, Craig Smith 1 (unassisted) 5:48 GWG

SECOND PERIOD
1. BOSTON, Brad Marchand 3 (David Pastrnak, Charlie McAvoy) 8:00 PPG

2.
3.
4.
5.

THIRD PERIOD
BOSTON, David Pastrnak 1 (Charlie McAvoy, David Krejci) 0:29 PPG GWG
BOSTON, Charlie Coyle 1 (Jake DeBrusk) 1:03
WASHINGTON, Alex Ovechkin 2 (John Carlson, Nicklas Backstrom) 4:54 PPG
BOSTON, Matt Grzelcyk 1 (Charlie McAvoy, Taylor Hall) 14:50

Penalties ― Ritchie B Carlo B Wilson W 1:03, Marchand B 4:16
Shots on goal by
CAPITALS
4
9
7
20
BRUINS
11
12
14
37
WASHINGTON, Ilya Samsonov; BOSTON, Tuukka Rask
Power play: WSH ― 1 for 7 3 for 17 in series • BOS ― 3 for 5 5 for 16 in series
Referees: Gord Dwyer, TJ Luxmore
Linesmen: Michel Cormier, Ryan Daisy
4,565 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at TD Garden

Penalties ― None
Shots on goal by
CAPITALS
4
16
9
5
3
37
BRUINS
10
11
3
17
2
43
WASHINGTON, Ilya Samsonov; BOSTON, Tuukka Rask

 D Charlie McAvoy

Power play: WSH ― 1 for 5 2 for 10 in series • BOS ― 1 for 5 2 for 11 in series
Referees: Dan O’Rourke, Kyle Rehman
Linesmen: Vaughan Rody, Devin Berg
4,565 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at TD Garden
Marchand BOS

Penalties ― Bruins’ bench (served by Ritchie) 0:49, Coyle B 5:51, Raffl W 19:23

Penalties ― Orlov W (double minor) Coyle B 7:27, Hathaway W 11:01, DeBrusk B 14:03, Bergeron B 17:43,
Mantha W 19:45

Penalties ― Marchand B 6:56, Grzelcyk B 15:45

 C Craig Smith BOS  LW Brad

OVERTIME

FIRST PERIOD
BOSTON, Jake DeBrusk 2 (Charlie Coyle, Nick Ritchie) 5:05
WASHINGTON, T.J. Oshie 1 (Alex Ovechkin, John Carlson) 6:31 PPG
BOSTON, Patrice Bergeron 1 (David Pastrnak) 9:21
WASHINGTON, Garnet Hathaway 1 (Dmitry Orlov, Lars Eller) 16:42

THIRD PERIOD
5. WASHINGTON, Garnet Hathaway 2 (Dmitry Orlov, Carl Hagelin) 7:04
6. BOSTON, Taylor Hall 1 (Craig Smith, Matt Grzelcyk) 17:11

FIRST OVERTIME PERIOD
5. WASHINGTON, Nic Dowd 1 (T.J. Oshie, Tim Wilson) 4:41 GWG

WSH

1930 ET on HNIC, NBCSN

BOSTON 4 @ WASHINGTON 3

Penalties ― Carlson W 6:22, Clifton B Wilson W 13:31, Marchand B Mantha W 14:11, Smith B Jensen W 16:54

Penalties ― Raffl W 5:06

 F Nic Dowd WSH  G Craig Anderson

Monday, May 17

 LW Taylor Hall BOS

• This was the second time in Stanley Cup Playoff history that a team started a different goaltender
in each of its first three games of a postseason. The Winnipeg Jets, under GM/head coach John
Ferguson, did it in the 1986 Smythe DSF against the Calgary Flames (Dan Bouchard, Brian
Hayward, Daniel Berthiaume). Winnipeg was swept in three games.
• Capitals’ F Alex Ovechkin scored his first goal of the 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs and his 800th in
the NHL (regular season and playoffs). Ovi is just the sixth player in NHL history to reach the
benchmark and sits three back of tying Mark Messier (803), Jaromir Jagr (844), Brett Hull
(844), Gordie Howe (869) and Wayne Gretzky (1,016).
• Ovechkin scored his 70th career Stanley Cup Playoff goal to move past Sidney Crosby (69) and
tie Steve Yzerman (70) for 17th place on the all-time list. He also moved within two of
matching Patrick Marleau SJ (72) for the most among active players.
• Ovechkin scored his 26th career power-play goal in the Stanley Cup Playoffs. Pittsburgh’s Evgeni
Malkin (27) is the only active player with more.
• Bruins’ forward Craig Smith scored at 5:48 of the second overtime. After Washington
goaltender Ilya Samsonov made a play on the puck and left it behind his net for Capitals’
defenceman Justin Schultz, Smith beat Schultz to the puck and tucked it inside the left post.
“I kind of circled back into the zone, they had a goalie set behind the net,” Smith said. “I don't
know if there was a miscommunication between the two, it kind of looked like it. But I just tried
to jump on it, and it seemed like I created a little bit of a turnover there and that gave me just
enough time to get it. But it was a great feeling. Anytime you can end one like that.”
• Samsonov was playing for the first time since 1 May. He had been on the taxi squad and was
removed from NHL COVID-19 protocol Saturday.
• “He was huge tonight for us,” Capitals’ defenceman John Carlson said. “I wouldn't say anything
other than, ‘Keep your head up, there's a lot more hockey to be played.’ He did a great job for
us tonight. If he didn't stand on his head, we probably wouldn't have gotten to that point. I think
he should know that, but that's definitely something we'll talk about.”
• “We have plan in place to try to play behind their [defencemen],” Boston head coach Bruce
Cassidy said of Smith's goal. “When we get away from it, we've had a little bit of trouble. So
we'll keep sending that message. You don't expect to get those [goals], but if you keep playing
behind their [defencemen] and force them to break pucks out, you will get some breaks like
that. He stayed on it. And good for him to have the recognition to stuff it.”
• Capitals’ forward Lars Eller was out with a lower-body injury sustained in Game Two, and
forward Daniel Sprong was a healthy scratch. They were replaced by Evgeny Kuznetsov, who
hadn't played since 1 May and was removed from protocol Sunday, and Daniel Carr. Kuznetsov
had one shot and one hit in 26:41 of ice time. Carr had one shot and one hit in 10:33.

© Steve Lansky 2021

BOS

 RW David Pastrnak BOS  C Brad

Marchand BOS

• With this Stanley Cup Playoff victory, his 54th in a Bruins’ uniform, G Tuukka Rask passed Gerry
Cheevers (53) for the most in Boston postsesaon history. Rounding out the Bruins’ top five are
Andy Moog (36), Frank ‘Mr Zero’ Brimsek (32) and Tim Thomas (29).
• Rask also moved into a tie with Terry Sawchuk (also 54 wins) for 17th all time in the Stanley
Cup Playoffs.
• Boston has won 20 of 22 best-of-7 series it has led 3-1. Washington has lost nine of 11
series it has trailed 3-1.
• Washington had an 18:40 stretch spanning the first and second periods without a shot on
goal.
• Alex Ovechkin scored the 71st Stanley Cup Playoff goal of his career to move past Steve
Yzerman (70) and tie Bryan Trottier for 16th place on the League’s all-time list.
• “We wanted it and it showed,” Bruins’ had coach Bruce Cassidy said. “It showed out there.
We've talked about getting better all the time as we go along, and that includes this series, that
includes period to period…I think we've progressively built our game here at home.”
• “Yeah…they scored power-play goals tonight. And so, even though it went back-and-forth with
the penalties, discipline still always factors into it,” Capitals’ head coach Peter Laviolette said.
“Some of the penalties I don't like, some of them are part of the game. It's physical out there.
At the end of the day, there's got to be discipline.”
• “I feel like we have to want it,” Capitals’ forward Nicklas Backstrom said. “I think it's obviously
a big game coming up (Game Five) and we have to be mentally ready. I feel like the previous
three games before this we were a lot better than tonight. So we've got to be mentally ready
and we've got to play for each other.”
• Boston forward David Pastrnak scored his first goal of the series. “It was obviously nice to score
a goal, you know,” Pastrnak said. “But the important part is that we've been winning, and that's
the main focus.”
• Bruins’ defenceman Kevan Miller was taken to the hospital after he was injured at 7:27 of the
second period by a hit from Capitals’ defenceman Dmitry Orlov. Orlov was assessed a major
penalty, but it was downgraded to a roughing penalty after a video review. Orlov and Bruins
forward Charlie Coyle also each received a roughing penalty after the play.
• “[Miller's] a huge part of our team, he sticks up for everyone, so we wanted to do that for him
and making sure that we're doing it the right way,” Boston defenceman Matt Grzelcyk said.
“We're beating them on the scoreboard and not taking stupid penalties…We responded when we
needed to, we played the right way for most of the game, and it was a great effort.”
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2021 EAST DIVISION SEMI-FINAL
2

WASHINGTON CAPITALS 77 v.

3

BOSTON BRUINS 73

GM BRIAN MacLELLAN, HC PETER LAVIOLETTE v. GM DON SWEENEY, HC BRUCE CASSIDY

BRUINS WIN SERIES IN 5
Sunday, May 23

1900 ET on SN1, USA

BOSTON 3 @ WASHINGTON 1
FIRST PERIOD
NO SCORING
Penalties ― Hathaway W 5:09, Hall B 5:09, Pastrnak B 6:46, Wilson W 8:47, Marchand B 16:14, Smith B 19:31
SECOND PERIOD
1. BOSTON, David Pastrnak 2 (Mike Reilly) 2:28
2. BOSTON, Patrice Bergeron 2 (Mike Reilly, David Pastrnak) 14:05 GWG
Penalties ― Sprong W 3:48
THIRD PERIOD
3. WASHINGTON, Conor Sheary 1 (T.J. Oshie, Dmitry Orlov) 0:11
4. BOSTON, Patrice Bergeron 3 (unassisted) 12:25
Penalties ― Reilly B 12:45, Sprong W 16:18
Shots on goal by
BRUINS
9
4
6
19
CAPITALS
10
20
11
41
BOSTON, Tuukka Rask; WASHINGTON, Ilya Samsonov
Power play: BOS ― 0 for 3 5 for 19 in series • WSH ― 0 for 4 3 for 21 in series
Referees: Chris Lee, Jean Hebert
Linesmen: Andrew Smith, Matt MacPherson
5,333 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at Capital One Arena
• Alex Ovechkin has posted 2g, 2a, 4 pts in the first four games of this series versus Boston.
Since entering the NHL in 2005-06, Ovechkin (13g, 11a, 24 pts in 26 GP) trails only Patrick
Kane (7g, 18a, 25 pts in 21 GP) and Daniel Briere (11g, 14a, 25 pts in 22 GP) for the most
points in a playoff game when facing elimination.

 G Tuukka Rask BOS  C Patrice Bergeron BOS  LW Conor

Sheary WSH

• “Let's face it, our top guys came through tonight and our soldiers were good,” Bruins’ head
coach Bruce Cassidy said.
• “I thought tonight we had a very good game, we just didn't score goals,” Capitals’ captain F Alex
Ovechkin said. “Obviously, you can see how many shots we have, how many chances. Rask
played very good and they use their chances. But overall, I think it was a good series. It was an
interesting series to play. It's tough for us. It's hard.”
• “There were some really good chances in the second period, shots were heavy, the zone time,
the volume, everything was good and you walk away and you are down 2-0, and so that is a
little bit frustrating,” Capitals’ head coach Peter Laviolette said. “That is kind of the way the
series went. There were times when I thought we were good and we weren't able to capitalize
and weren't able to produce, and at the end of the day you need to be able to produce and you
have to put goals on the board.”
• “He's been one of our many leaders for years now,” Rask said of Boston captain F Patrice
Bergeron. “Now he has the captain's letter on his chest, [but] he hasn't changed at all. I think
everybody knows what kind of a player and a person he is. Especially in a clutch game like
tonight, nobody should be surprised that he scored a goal or two.”
• Lars Eller appeared to pull the Capitals within 3-2 with a power-play goal at 14:23, but Evgeny
Kuznetsov interfered with Rask. “Watching it, I don't think the call would have went our way,
so we didn't challenge it,” Laviolette said.
• Washington went 0-for-4 on the power play in Game 5 and 3-for-21 in the series (14.3
percent).
• “I feel like when we started off, we were struggling with the breakouts,” Capitals’ centre Nicklas
Backstrom said. “That's an area that we struggled against them all series. We had a tough time
just getting into the zone.”
• Ovechkin's 13-year, $124 million contract he signed Jan. 10, 2008, is set to expire. He and the
Capitals agreed to put talks on hold until after the playoffs so Ovechkin could focus on trying
to help Washington win the Stanley Cup for a second time. “We just lost in a playoff series,”
Ovechkin said. “Let's talk about my contract and all that stuff later on.”
• Bruins’ captain F Patrick Bergeron has four series-clinching goals in his NHL career; San Jose
Sharks forward Patrick Marleau is the only active player with more (five). Bergeron has scored
24 points in potential series-clinching games (11 goals, 13 assists) and passed Wayne
Cashman (22 points) for second in Bruins’ history. Krejci leads with 28 points (eight goals, 20
assists).
• F David Pastrnak led the Bruins with six points (2g, 4a) in the series — and his 29 shots on
goal led all series skaters. Ovechkin (two goals, two assists, 20 SOG) and F T.J. Oshie (one
goal, three assists) led the Capitals with four points each in the series.

© Steve Lansky 2021
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2021 CENTRAL DIVISION SEMI-FINAL
1

CAROLINA HURRICANES 80 v.

4

NASHVILLE PREDATORS 64

GM DON WADDELL, HC ROD BRIND’AMOUR v. GM DAVID POILE, HC JOHN HYNES

HURRICANES WIN SERIES IN 6
Monday, May 17

Wednesday, May 19

2000 ET on SNE, CNBC

NASHVILLE 2 @ CAROLINA 5
FIRST PERIOD
1. NASHVILLE, Filip Forsberg 1 (Ryan Johansen, Ryan Ellis) 12:14
2. CAROLINA, Teuvo Teravainen 1 (Brett Pesce, Steve Lorentz) 13:41

FIRST PERIOD
1. CAROLINA, Sebastian Aho 1 (Andrei Svechnikov, Dougie Hamilton) 8:03 PPG GWG

Penalties ― Jarnkrok N McGinn C 0:51, Carrier N 6:09, Niederreiter C 8:10, Johansen N 16:54
SECOND PERIOD
3. CAROLINA, Jordan Staal 1 (Brett Pesce) 4:19
4. NASHVILLE, Erik Haula 1 (Matt Duchene, Alexander Carrier) 8:41
Penalties ― Forsberg N 2:22, Teravainen C 3:50, Lorentz C 11:41, Josi N 13:55
THIRD PERIOD
5. CAROLINA, Nino Niederreiter 1 (Martin Necas, Vincent Trocheck) 2:26 GWG
6. CAROLINA, Jordan Staal 2 (unassisted) 8:00
7. CAROLINA, Andrei Svechnikov 1 (unassisted) 18:13 ENG
Penalties ― Duchene N Foegele C 11:11, Johansen N Teravainen C (10-minute misconducts) 18:13
Shots on goal by
PREDATORS
10
5
9
24
HURRICANES
13
12
13
38
NASHVILLE, Juuse Saros; CAROLINA, Alex Nedeljkovic
Power play: NSH ― 0 for 3 • CAR ― 0 for 4
Referees: Garrett Rank, Kelly Sutherland
Linesmen: Libor Suchanek, Ryan Gibbons
12,000 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at PNC Arena
• During this regular season, the Hurricanes and Predators faced each other eight times.
Carolina won the first six meetings. Nashville won the last two. The Canes outscored the Preds,
24-17, over the eight meetings.
• The Hurricanes were led in scoring this season by F Sebastian Aho, 23, who had 24g, 33a, 57
pts with a +16 rating in 56 games. With 44 PIM, RW Andrei Svechnikov, 20, led the club in
penalty minutes.
• Nashville’s leading scorer this season was defenceman Roman Josi, 30. Josi had 8g, 25a, 33
pts and a -11 rating in 48 games. He finished one point ahead of C Filip Forsberg, 26. F Mathieu
Olivier, 23, had 70 penalty minutes — almost 30 more than any of his Nashville teammates.
• The Hurricanes have reached the playoffs in three consecutive seasons for the first time
since moving to Raleigh in 1997-98 and second time in franchise history. The Hartford Whalers
made seven straight appearances from 1986 to 1992.
• Overall, Canes’ head coach Rod Brind’Amour has participated in 94% of all Hurricanes’ Stanley
Cup Playoff games since the club relocated to Raleigh in 1997-98 — 72 games as a forward for
the Canes and 23 games as head coach of their 101 total games.
• Nine players who helped the Predators reach the Stanley Cup Final for the first time in 2017
remain with the club: Viktor Arvidsson, Mattias Ekholm, Ryan Ellis, Filip Forsberg, Calle
Jarnkrok, Roman Josi, Pekka Rinne, Juuse Saros and Colton Sissons.
• Preds’ defenceman Roman Josi (Bern, Switzerland) aims to become the first Swiss-born captain
in history to lead his team to a Stanley Cup. Nicklas Lidstrom (Vasteras, Sweden; 2008
DET), Zdeno Chara (Trencin, Slovakia; 2011 BOS) and Alex Ovechkin (Moscow, Russia; 2018
WSH) are the only non-North American players to captain a Cup winner.
• Entering this series, captain F Jordan Staal leads all current Canes’ players in career playoff
goals (27), assists (19), points (46) and games played (96) and is one of three members of the
roster with a Stanley Cup (2009 PIT). His brother, Eric Staal (now w/ MTL), is
the Hurricanes/Whalers franchise leader in career playoff goals (19), and points (43).

 C Jordan Staal CAR  D Brett Pesce CAR  RW Nino Niederreiter CAR
• “He was great,” Hurricanes’ head coach Rod Brind'Amour said of Jordan Staal. “It's just what
he does, plays hard every night, every shift. Whatever the situation, you can count on him.
That's why he's our leader.”
• Alex Nedeljkovic made 22 saves to backstop the Hurricanes to a 1-0 series lead – he became
the first rookie goaltender to earn a win in a postseason contest for the Hurricanes since Cam
Ward in Game Seven of the 2006 Stanley Cup Final. Nedeljkovic is also the first goaltender in
Hurricanes/Whalers history to earn a win in his postseason debut.
• “I thought for the most part it was just another game, obviously just a little bit louder,”
Nedeljkovic said. “You just try to look at it that way; it's just another game, and we've got
three more (wins) to go.”
• “We did some good things,” Nashville head coach John Hynes said. “It was a 2-2 tie going into
the third period, we didn't find a way to win it. Now we will go to the evaluation process on the
game and on our lineup.”
• “I think we have a recipe for how to play well against them,” Forsberg said. “I think we were
showing it at times. I don't think we played our best game. They deserved to win. They played
better than us tonight.”
• “We have a lot of guys who have made cases for themselves to play, and obviously the group
tonight didn't get it done,” Hynes said. “We have some guys who are not in the lineup that we
know are ready to play and can really contribute, so that's all part of the process.”
• Teams that win Game 1 are 490-222 (68.8 percent) winning a Best-of-Seven Stanley Cup
Playoff series, including 7-1 in the first round last season.
• Carolina forward Steven Lorentz had an assist on Teuvo Teravainen's goal in his Stanley Cup
Playoff debut.

Friday, May 21

Penalties ― Haula N 2:02, Ekholm N 7:17, Trocheck C 8:47, Hamilton C 13:04, Aho C 15:59, Staal C 19:03
SECOND PERIOD
NO SCORING
Penalties ― Johansen N Svechnikov C 4:16, Pesce C 8:34, Arvidsson N 9:38, Benning N Martinook C 12:03,
Niederreiter C 16:37
THIRD PERIOD
2. CAROLINA, Sebastian Aho 2 (Brett Pesce) 19:07 ENG
3. CAROLINA, Warren Foegele 1 (Jesper Fast) 19:32
Penalties ― Foegele C 9:24
Shots on goal by
PREDATORS
9
15
8
32
HURRICANES
10
10
11
31
NASHVILLE, Juuse Saros; CAROLINA, Alex Nedeljkovic
Power play: NSH ― 0 for 7 0 for 10 in series • CAR ― 1 for 3 1 for 7 in series
Referees: Chris Lee, Jean Hebert
Linesmen: Michel Cormier, Ryan Daisy
12,000 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at PNC Arena
• Sebastian Aho (9g, 16a, 25 pts in 25 GP) is one of just four players to average at least a point
per game through his first 25 playoff games with the Hurricanes/Whalers franchise. The others
are Eric Staal (9g, 19a, 28 pts in 25 GP), Cory Stillman (9g, 17a, 26 pts in 25 GP) and Kevin
Dineen (13g, 12a, 25 pts in 25 GP w/ HFD).

 G Alex Nedeljkovic CAR  C Sebastian Aho CAR  D Brady

DOUBLE OT

FIRST PERIOD
1. NASHVILLE, Ryan Ellis 1 (Tanner Jeannot, Colton Sissons) 4:35
2. CAROLINA, Sebastian Aho 3 (unassisted) 15:44
3. NASHVILLE, Filip Forsberg 2 (Mattias Ekholm, Juuse Saros) 19:35
Penalties ― None
SECOND PERIOD
4. CAROLINA, Jordan Staal 3 (Warren Foegele) 3:31
5. CAROLINA, Vincent Trocheck 1 (Andrei Svechnikov, Sebastian Aho) 12:46 PPG
6. NASHVILLE, Mikael Granlund 1 (Erik Haula, Roman Josi) 14:42 PPG
Penalties ― Lorentz C 0:23, Hakanpaa C 4:08, Ekholm N 10:15, Ekholm N 12:33, Foegele C 13:35, Staal C
14:05
THIRD PERIOD
7. NASHVILLE, Ryan Johansen 1 (Ryan Ellis, Filip Forsberg) 5:01
8. CAROLINA, Brett Pesce 1 (Teuvo Teravainen, Sebastian Aho) 16:39

Penalties ― None
SECOND OVERTIME PERIOD
9. NASHVILLE, Matt Duchene 1 (Roman Josi, Alexandre Carrier) 14:54 GWG
Penalties ― Lajoie C 11:40
Shots on goal by
HURRICANES
9
16
10
13
8
56
PREDATORS
11
13
10
10
10
54
CAROLINA, Alex Nedeljkovic; NASHVILLE, Juuse Saros

Forsberg NSH

DOUBLE OT

FIRST PERIOD
1. NASHVILLE, Luke Kunin 1 (Mikael Granlund, Ryan Ellis) 0:57
2. CAROLINA, Vincent Trocheck 2 (Martin Necas) 18:03
Penalties ― Niederreiter C Harpur N 7:39, Olivier N 11:19, Sissons N 14:33
SECOND PERIOD
3. NASHVILLE, Ryan Johansen 2 (Matt Duchene, Mattias Ekholm) 4:53
4. CAROLINA, Brock McGinn 1 (Steven Lorentz, Jordan Martinook) 18:05
Penalties ― Haula N 9:24
THIRD PERIOD
5. CAROLINA, Brock McGinn 2 (Jordan Martinook, Jordan Staal) 0:13
6. NASHVILLE, Nick Cousins 1 (Erik Haula, Mattias Ekholm) 3:15 PPG
Penalties ― Hamilton C 1:42, Svechnikov C 5:15
FIRST OVERTIME PERIOD
NO SCORING
Penalties ― Cousins N 4:01
SECOND OVERTIME PERIOD
7. NASHVILLE, Luke Kunin 2 (Mikael Granlund, Calle Jarnkrok) 16:10 GWG
Penalties ― None
Shots on goal by
HURRICANES
17
15
12
7
10
61
PREDATORS
5
9
12
11
6
43
CAROLINA, Alex Nedeljkovic; NASHVILLE, Juuse Saros
Power play: CAR ― 0 for 4 2 for 14 in series • NSH ― 1 for 2 2 for 19 in series
Referees: Gord Dwyer, TJ Luxmore
Linesmen: Bryan Pancich, Shandor Alphonso
12,135 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at Bridgestone Arena

Power play: CAR ― 1 for 3 2 for 10 in series • NSH ― 1 for 7 1 for 17 in series
Referees: Francis Charron, Jon McIsaac
Linesmen: Bryan Pancich, Andrew Smith
12,135 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at Bridgestone Arena

 C Matt Duchene NSH  LW Filip

1330 CT on SN, NBCSN

CAROLINA 3 @ NASHVILLE 4

Penalties ― Bean C 2:30, Aho C 6:30, Jeannot N 13:41
FIRST OVERTIME PERIOD
NO SCORING

Skjei CAR

• Canes’ goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic has now won each of his first two career playoff
appearances and backstopped the Hurricanes to a 2-0 series lead. Only three rookie goaltenders
in the last 20 years have posted a winning streak of three or more games from the start of a
postseason. They are Matt Murray (3-0 w/ PIT in 2016), Scott Darling (3 GP w/ CHI in 2015)
and Semyon Varlamov (3 GP w/ WSH in 2010).
• “It's just another game,” Nedeljkovic said. “I can't answer it any other way. You try to play as
loose as you can and at the same time under control and have the right frame of mind. Hopefully
good things happen.”
• Hurricanes’ forward Sebastian Aho scored twice for the Hurricanes, who extended their lead in
the Best-of-Seven series. “It starts with the hot goalie,” Aho said. “You've got the confidence
to put the pressure on their players. We know if they make a play, 'Ned' will bail us out. It's
huge when you have a hot goalie. It's just fun to watch him play right now.”
• “Obviously I think everyone needs to be better,” Nashville captain D Roman Josi said. “I'm on
the power play, so I have to do a better job. Every guy has to look in the mirror and be better.
It's such a huge part of the game, especially in the playoffs.”
• “It was definitely a grind game, a lot of penalties, a lot of 4-on-4s, power plays,” Aho said. “Not
all guys can get in a rhythm, but great job from our guys to still be ready when their turn was
going on the ice. Just a solid team effort.”
• “(D Brett) Pesce and (D Brady) Skjei in particular had to step up tonight and did it in a huge
way,” Carolina head coach Rod Brind'Amour said. “You can't say enough about those guys, all
the penalty killers, the goaltending.”
• “All the penalties we took, the stress level goes way up, and he looked pretty calm in there, ”
Brind'Amour said of Nedeljkovic. “Obviously, he was huge.”
• “‘Juice’ will be Juice,” Nashville forward Ryan Johansen said of netminder Juuse Saros. “He's a
stud, he's one of the hardest-working kids in the business. We count on him to keep doing his
thing, and he was great tonight.”
• “They force you to be able to make plays under pressure and quick ones,” Nashville head coach
John Hynes said. “We have to do a better job getting into the zone and we have to do a better
job of making that next play to stop the pressure. If you do that, then you're going to be a little
bit more successful.”
• Carolina defenceman Jake Gardiner replaced Jaccob Slavin (lower-body injury) and had five
hits and three blocked shots in 9:07.
• Predators’ forward Calle Jarnkrok did not play due to a non-COVID-19 related illness and was
replaced by forward Eeli Tolvanen, who was minus-1 in 16:35.
• Josi led Nashville in time on ice (26:29) and shots on goal (eight).

Sunday, May 23

1800 CT on FXX-CA, USA

CAROLINA 4 @ NASHVILLE 5

2000 ET on FX-CA, CNBC

NASHVILLE 0 @ CAROLINA 3

 G Juuse Saros NSH

• Right after the game, Hurricanes’ head coach Rod Brind'Amour was not happy, saying, “We
played great, we played hard, we're playing a great team. And to me, we're also fighting the
refs. That's plain and simple. You can't tell me two games in a row they get seven or eight
penalties and we get three when the game is this even? It's not right.”
• Carolina netminder Alex Nedeljkovic made 49 saves – the third most by a Hurricanes/Whalers
goaltender during a Stanley Cup Playoffs game, behind Frank Pietrangelo (53 in Game Seven
of the 1992 DSF) and Arturs Irbe (50 in Game Three of the 2002 SCF). Nedeljkovic is the only
rookie on that list.
• Nashville netminder Juuse Saros (52 saves) matched a Preds’ record for most saves in a playoff
game, a mark set by Dan Ellis (52 in Game 5 of the 2008 CQF).
• Rod Brind'Amour served his 26th career playoff game as an NHL head coach, surpassing Peter
Laviolette (25) for sole possession of the second most in Hurricanes/Whalers’ franchise history.
The only head coach with more is Paul Maurice (53).
• “Enjoy it tonight, take the good vibes and move forward, and keep going at the task at hand
here,” Predators’ forward Matt Duchene said after scoring his double-overtime winner.
• “It feels really good,” Nashville head coach John Hynes said. “It's nice we found a way to win
and get ourselves back in the series. For the players, the fans and the organization, it's a good
night.”
• “We played our butts off, played great, we played hard,” Brind'Amour said. “Nashville's a
phenomenal team. I give my guys tons of credit for just sticking with it. We still had great
chances to win.”
• “I thought we worked really hard, had a ton of chances to finish that game,” Hurricanes’ D Brett
Pesce said. “It's not a good feeling, but every team goes through adversity. It's a long playoff
run, and I think this is going to make us stronger.”
• “I think it was another step in the right direction,” Predators’ forward Filip Forsberg said. “I
think from Game One we got better to Game Two, and I thought we got better tonight and
obviously got rewarded with a big win.”
• “Give the two guys credit. They came in, they played hard, they played with a little chip on their
shoulder tonight,” Hynes said. “They found a way on the scoreboard…That's what being a team
is all about.”
• Hurricanes’ defenceman Maxime Lajoie had three shots, one hit and one blocked shot playing
16:54 in his Stanley Cup Playoff debut. He replaced Jaccob Slavin, who has missed the past
two games with a lower-body injury.
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• Entering this game, Predators’ D Roman Josi has 10g, 28a, 38 pts in 78 career
postseason games (all w/ NSH), the Predators’ captain is two points shy of becoming the third
player to record 40 points in the Stanley Cup Playoffs with the franchise. He would join Filip
Forsberg (28g, 24a, 52 pts) and Ryan Johansen (15g, 29a, 44 pts).

 C Luke Kunin NSH  LW Brock McGinn

CAR

 G Juuse

Saros NSH

• Nashville netminder Juuse Saros became just the second goaltender since 1955-56 (when SOG
records began to be kept officially) to record 50-plus saves in consecutive playoff games. The
other is Curtis Joseph STL (Games One & Two of 1993 DF at TOR).
• Two of the top three longest games in Hurricanes/Whalers’ history have come in this
series: 114:47 in Game Three of 2002 Stanley Cup Final, 96:10 today and 94:54 in Game Three
last Friday.
• Predators’ forward Luke Kunin won it when he beat goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic with a onetimer from the left hash marks off a pass from Mikael Granlund. Kunin entered the Hurricanes
zone unchecked after going to the bench to replace a broken stick. “I broke my stick, our
equipment guy (Pete Rodgers) had it ready,” Kunin said. “I got up in the slot and found a way
to get it in there. Great play by [Calle Jarnkrok and Granlund]. Just happy it went in.”
• Nashville forward Luke Kunin became the fourth player in Stanley Cup Playoff history to score
in the opening minute of a playoff game and then score in overtime of the same game,
following Sid Smith TOR in Game One of 1951 SCF, Mats Naslund MTL in Game Four of 1987
Adams Division Final and Fernando Pisani EDM in Game Five of 2006 SCF. Kunin is the first to
do so in a multi-overtime game.
• “[Nashville netminder Juuse Saros] puts in the work, but the maturation of the player mentally
and emotionally are the big differences now,” Nashville head coach John Hynes said. “He's done
a really good job, and we're going to need him to continue to do so.”
• “I thought we played great,” Carolina head coach Rod Brind'Amour said. “Felt like we had the
play most of the game. In overtime, it felt like we were at their end. Eventually, they're going
to score if we don't score. We couldn't find a way to get one, but I love the way our guys are
playing.”
• “It's definitely draining, disappointing losing those two,” Carolina forward Brock McGinn said.
“But they're playing just as long as we are. We're both in the same situation. Everyone has to
go home, we have to recover, regroup and come back the day after.”
• “We did a lot of good things tonight,” Predators’ F Ryan Johansen said. “You've just got to be
mentally tough. You've got to stay ultra-focused, and your details got to be very sharp.”
• Brind'Amour found no fault on the play with his rookie goalie, who has played all four games
in the series. “He was great,” Brind'Amour said of his netminder, Alex Nedeljkovic. “Of course
he'd like to have that one back. That's what happens, didn't get the break. It wasn't for lack of
effort.”
• “Since Day One, we've loved the character in our room,” Johansen said. “The resilience is
showing when we need it most. That's our group, and we continue to try and get better and
keep moving forward.”
• Carolina defenceman Jaccob Slavin missed a third straight game with a lower-body injury.
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2021 CENTRAL DIVISION SEMI-FINAL
1

CAROLINA HURRICANES 80 v.

4

NASHVILLE PREDATORS 64

GM DON WADDELL, HC ROD BRIND’AMOUR v. GM DAVID POILE, HC JOHN HYNES

HURRICANES WIN SERIES IN 6
Tuesday, May 25

2000 ET on SN360, CNBC

Forslund, McGuire

NASHVILLE 2 @ CAROLINA 3

OVERTIME

Thursday, May 27

2030 CT on SN360, NBCSN

CAROLINA 3 @ NASHVILLE 4

OVERTIME

FIRST PERIOD
1. NASHVILLE, Yakov Trenin 1 (Roman Josi) 11:44
2. CAROLINA, Martin Necas 1 (Dougie Hamilton) 14:21 PPG

FIRST PERIOD
1. NASHVILLE, Nick Cousins 2 (Erik Haula, Ben Harpur) 1:44
2. CAROLINA, Brock McGinn 3 (Martin Necas) 4:21

Penalties ― Hamilton C 5:03, Kunin N Benning N Svechnikov C 13:10

Penalties ― Svechnikov C 4:52

SECOND PERIOD
3. NASHVILLE, Yakov Trenin 2 (Colton Sissons) 0:53

SECOND PERIOD
3. NASHVILLE, Mikael Granlund 2 (Ryan Ellis) 1:13
4. NASHVILLE, Ryan Johansen 3 (Roman Josi, Mikael Granlund) 7:32 PPG
5. CAROLINA, Sebastian Aho 4 (Dougie Hamilton) 13:34 PPG

Penalties ― Forsberg N 8:59
THIRD PERIOD
4. CAROLINA, Martin Necas 2 (Jaccob Slavin) 12:55

Penalties ― Granlund N 4:42, Hamilton C 5:37, Aho C 7:18, Benning N 11:49, Skjei C 18:38

Penalties ― Foegele C 5:36

THIRD PERIOD
6. CAROLINA, Dougie Hamilton 1 (Jaccob Slavin, Brock McGinn) 13:59

FIRST OVERTIME PERIOD
5. CAROLINA, Jordan Staal 4 (unassisted) 2:03 GWG

Penalties ― Ellis N 3:02

Penalties ― Skjei C 0:56, Carrier N 1:43

FIRST OVERTIME PERIOD
7. CAROLINA, Sebastian Aho 5 (Jaccob Slavin) 1:06 GWG

Shots on goal by
PREDATORS
5
11
9
0
25
HURRICANES
10
14
11
2
37
NASHVILLE, Juuse Saros; CAROLINA, Alex Nedeljkovic

Penalties ― None

Power play: NSH ― 0 for 3 2 for 22 in series • CAR ― 1 for 2 3 for 16 in series
Referees: Wes McCauley, Frederick L’Ecuyer
Linesmen: Andrew Smith, Bryan Pancich
— due to COVID-19 restrictions — at PNC Arena

 C Martin Necas CAR  C Jordan Staal CAR  G Alex

Nedeljkovic CAR

• Nashville netminder Juuse Saros has made 110 saves over more than 190 minutes of action
since the start of Game Three, posting two of three 50+ save performances in franchise playoff
history. He is one of 18 goaltenders since 1955-56 (when official SOG record-keeping began) to
post multiple 50+ save performances in postseason games (and one of eight to do so in a single
playoff year). The only netminders on record with more than two 50+ save efforts in the playoffs
are Ed Belfour (4), Patrick Roy (4), Olie Kolzig (3), Roberto Luongo (3), Curtis Joseph (3)
and Marty Turco (3).
• The Predators and Hurricanes have combined for 11 tying goals through the first five
games of this series, including two in Game Five. That’s the most in a single playoff series since
the 2006 Eastern Conference SF between the Senators and Sabres (also 11).
• Carolina forward Jordan Staal batted the puck out of the air after goaltender Juuse Saros
stopped a shot from the point by D Brett Pesce. The goal came 20 seconds after Alexandre
Carrier was called for interference, which ended a Predators’ power play. “I was fortunate
enough, I easily could have whiffed on that one,” Staal said. “I think I got my shaft on it. I was
just swinging at it and I got a good bounce.”
• “I think we got rewarded tonight,” Hurricanes’ head coach Rod Brind'Amour said. “We finally
got a bounce, something that went our way that we really haven't had this series. It's that kind
of goal you have to have every night.”
• “I thought it was a hard-fought battle,” Predators’ head coach John Hynes said. “Unfortunately,
tonight we didn't come out on the right end of the stick. But [I'm] proud of the way we played.
We're in a series, so it's on to Game Six.”
• “It's such a tight series,” Predators’ defenceman Roman Josi said. “There's a lot of chances on
both sides, and they just found a way to score in OT tonight. It's a tough loss for us, but we're
still in the series and we have to go home and win one.”
• “At first, I was for sure looking for somebody else,” Hurricanes’ forward Martin Necas said of
his third-period game-tying goal. “I had a little speed, and I saw that Saros was pretty far from
his crease. I saw there was an opportunity for that. Fortunately, it worked.”
• Brind'Amour said, “We definitely have talent, and you're going to get one of those Necas goals
every seven or eight games. The talent got us back in the game, basically a solo effort. It got
us back to have a chance to win the game.”
• Carolina D Jaccob Slavin returned to the line-up after missing three games with a lower-body
injury. He had the primary assist on Necas' second goal plus two hits and one block in a gamehigh 26:08 of ice time.
• Predators’ forward Viktor Arvidsson missed his third straight game with an upper-body injury.
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Shots on goal by
HURRICANES
9
5
16
1
31
PREDATORS
11
10
5
1
27
CAROLINA, Alex Nedeljkovic; NASHVILLE, Juuse Saros
Power play: CAR ― 1 for 3 4 for 19 in series • NSH ― 1 for 4 3 for 26 in series
Referees: Steve Kozari, Brian Pochmara
Linesmen: Bevan Mills, Jonny Murray
14,107 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at Bridgestone Arena

 D Jaccob

Slavin CAR

 G Jusse Saros NSH  C Ryan Johansen

NSH

• “I don't think we played, especially in the first two periods, and obviously Nashville, they were
good, but I don't think we were quite there,” Aho said. “The third period was an unbelievable
effort through the lineup, and obviously [overtime] as well. It just shows that there's no quit in
this team. We have that confidence that we're still in the game, even though we were down
going into the third.”
• “I really think we gave ourselves a chance to win a hockey game again,” Predators’ forward
Mikael Granlund said. “It wasn't enough tonight and congratulations for Carolina. I'm really
proud of the guys. The way we came back from the start of the season and this series, we really
gave ourselves a chance to come through. But that's a really good hockey team and
congratulations to them.”
• “It's been like that all year,” Hurricanes’ head coach Rod Brind'Amour said after yet another
Carolina comeback in the game. “We're playing games that aren't great, we look like we're
probably out of it and then they just get it together. You've got a special group here. I mean, I
know every coach would say that about their team, but we're proving it over and over and over.
That's special.”
• Predators’ defenceman Roman Josi left the game at 5:30 of the third period after being hit into
the boards by Hurricanes’ forward Jordan Martinook.
• Canes’ defenceman Dougie Hamilton tied it with 6:01 left in the third period. After a face-off
win by Aho, Hamilton headed from the opposite point to the far post and scored off a crossice pass from D Jaccob Slavin. “I saw their guys were tired,” Hamilton said. “They had been out
there for a while, and I told [my teammates] 'Let's run [the play].' It worked out perfectly. We
couldn't have done it any better. It was a huge goal for us. Happy it worked out.”
• “They turned it up, for sure,” Nashville forward Ryan Johansen said. “But I think it was probably
a little more on us and how we sat back and didn't have enough poise and continue to make
plays and have the pace we were having there in the second period, especially. That's what we
wanted to get back to in overtime, and obviously they scored early. They're a great hockey
team, they did some good things in the third to tie it up and win it in OT.”
• This was only the third time in Stanley Cup Playoff history that there were at least four
consecutive overtime games in a series (Toronto Maple Leafs and Montreal Canadiens, 1951;
Phoenix Coyotes and Chicago Blackhawks, 2012).
• Aho's eight points (six goals, two assists, four games) tied Rod Brind'Amour (two goals, six
assists, eight games) for the second-most points in potential series-clinching games in
Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers’ history behind Eric Staal (four goals, six assists, 12 games). Aho
scored five goals with two assists in the series.
• Rod Brind'Amour's 16th playoff win tied Peter Laviolette for second in Hurricanes/Whalers
history behind Paul Maurice (25).
• Carolina forward Brock McGinn has scored four points (three goals, one assist) in the past three
games.
• The Canes’ leading scorer in this series was F Sebastian Aho, 23, who had 5g, 2a, 7 pts with a
+4 rating and 30 shots on goal. For the Predators, forward Mikael Granlund, 28, scored 2g, 3a,
5 pts with a -3 rating to lead the team. All of Granlund’s points game in the last four games of
the series. Nashville D Ryan Ellis, 30, also had five points on one goal. Canes’ defenceman
Dougie Hamilton, 27, led all series skaters with 32 shots on goal.
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2021 CENTRAL DIVISION SEMI-FINAL
2

FLORIDA PANTHERS 79 v.

3

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING 75

GM BILL ZITO, HC JOEL QUENNEVILLE v. GM JULIEN BRISEBOIS, HC JON COOPER

LIGHTNING WIN SERIES IN 6
Sunday, May 16

Tuesday, May 18

1940 ET on SN, NBCSN

TAMPA BAY 5 @ FLORIDA 4
FIRST PERIOD
1. TAMPA BAY, Blake Coleman 1 (Yanni Gourde, Ryan McDonagh) 7:42 SHG
2. FLORIDA, Aleksander Barkov 1 (Jonathan Huberdeau, Keith Yandle) 9:41 PPG
3. FLORIDA, Carter Verhaeghe 1 (Aleksander Barkov, Keith Yandle) 16:31
Penalties ― Kucherov T Weegar F 3:15, Killorn T 7:18, McDonagh T 9:04, Rutta T Barkov F 14:09,
Coleman T Vatrano F 16:31
SECOND PERIOD
4. TAMPA BAY, Nikita Kucherov 1 (Victor Hedman, Steven Stamkos) 4:58 PPG
5. TAMPA BAY, Nikita Kucherov 2 (Victor Hedman, Steven Stamkos) 14:51 PPG
Penalties ― Bennett F 4:27, Palat T 7:51, Montour F 9:33, Nutivaara F 12:56, Coleman T Lomberg F 18:30
6.
7.
8.
9.

THIRD PERIOD
FLORIDA, Jonathan Huberdeau 1 (Sam Bennett, Owen Tippett) 1:27
FLORIDA, Owen Tippett 1 (Jonathan Huberdeau, Sam Bennett) 4:09
TAMPA BAY, Brayden Point 1 (Nikita Kucherov, Victor Hedman) 13:00 PPG
TAMPA BAY, Brayden Point 2 (Ryan McDonagh) 18:46

Penalties ― Cirelli T Marchment F 5:39, Bennett F 12:19
Shots on goal by
LIGHTNING
10
16
14
40
PANTHERS
18
11
10
39
TAMPA BAY, Andrei Vasilevskiy; FLORIDA, Sergei Bobrovsky

FIRST PERIOD
1. TAMPA BAY, Steven Stamkos 1 (Alex Killorn, Anthony Cirelli) 4:52
2. TAMPA BAY, Ondrej Palat 1 (Brayden Point, Nikita Kucherov) 14:57 GWG
Penalties ― None
SECOND PERIOD
3. FLORIDA, Mason Marchment 1 (Carter Verhaeghe, Aleksander Barkov) 14:21
Penalties ― Weegar F 0:31, Point T 11:33, Weegar F 20:00
THIRD PERIOD
4. TAMPA BAY, Yanni Gourde 1 (Ondrej Palat) 18:35 ENG
Penalties ― Kucherov T 1:08, Maroon T 9:06, Cernak T Marchment F Lomberg F (minor, 10-minute misconduct)
18:53
Shots on goal by
LIGHTNING
16
4
9
29
PANTHERS
9
11
13
33
TAMPA BAY, Andrei Vasilevskiy; FLORIDA, Chris Driedger
Power play: TB ― 0 for 3 3 for 7 in series • FLA ― 0 for 3 1 for 6 in series
Referees: Steve Kozari, Brian Pochmara
Linesmen: Brad Kovachik, Kory Nagy
9,646 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at BB&T Center
• Panthers’ forward Sam Bennett was suspended for one game for boarding Tampa
Bay Lightning forward Blake Coleman during Game One. The incident occurred at 11:45 of the
third period. Bennett was assessed a minor penalty for charging.

Power play: TB ― 3 for 4 • FLA ― 1 for 3
Referees: Dan O’Rourke, Kyle Rehman
Linesmen: Brad Kovachik, Kory Nagy
9,646 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at BB&T Center

 G Andrei Vasilevskiy

• During this regular season, the Panthers won five of their eight meetings with the
Lightning. Tampa won the other three. Florida outscored Tampa Bay, 31-24, over the eight
games.
• The Panthers were led in scoring this season by LW Jonathan Huberdeau, 27. He tallied 20g,
41a, 61 pts with a +12 rating in 55 games. 26-year old LW Ryan Lomberg had 67 PIM to lead
Florida.
• Tampa Bay’s leading scorer this season was 24-year old centre Brayden Point, who had 23g,
25a, 48 pts with a +2 rating in 56 games. LW Pat Maroon, 32, racked up 60 penalty minutes
to lead the Lightning in 2020-21.
• Panthers’ head coach Joel Quenneville is one of 11 head coaches in NHL history to win the
Stanley Cup three times (2010 CHI, 2013 CHI, 2015 CHI). He ranks third among head
coaches with 119 career playoff wins and fourth in series victories (23) behind Scotty
Bowman (49), Al Arbour (30) and Dick Irvin (25).
• Panthers’ D Keith Yandle is one of 12 active NHL players with 1,000 or more career regularseason games who is in search of his first Stanley Cup. Yandle, who owns the secondlongest consecutive games played streak in NHL history, will look to become the fifth member
of the top 10 on that list to win the Stanley Cup. He would follow Doug Jarvis, Phil Kessel, Steve
Larmer and Jay Bouwmeester.
• Panthers aim to halt a run of six consecutive postseason series defeats that dates back to the
1996 Stanley Cup Final, tied with the Maple Leafs (6 straight from 2004 Conference SF to 2020
Stanley Cup Qualifiers) for the longest active run of consecutive postseason series losses.
• Lightning netminder Andrei Vasilevskiy (Tyumen, Russia) can become the first Russian and
second goaltender born outside North America to win the Stanley Cup more than once. Dominik
Hasek (Pardubice, Czech Republic) is the only one to do so to date. However, Vasilevskiy has
a chance to become the first goaltender born outside North America to earn multiple Stanley
Cup-clinching victories. Hasek was part of the Detroit Red Wings championship teams in
both 2002 and 2008, but only claimed the clinching victory in 2002.

1830 ET on FX-CA, USA

OVERTIME

FIRST PERIOD
1. FLORIDA, Sam Bennett 1 (Jonathan Huberdeau, Owen Tippett) 4:31
2. FLORIDA, Radko Gudas 1 (Gustav Forsling, Jonathan Huberdeau) 7:05
Penalties ― None
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

SECOND PERIOD
TAMPA BAY, Anthony Cirelli 1 (Victor Hedman, Alex Killorn) 1:57
TAMPA BAY, Ross Colton 1 (Blake Coleman) 5:46
TAMPA BAY, Steven Stamkos 2 (Ryan McDonagh) 8:38
FLORIDA, Alex Wennberg 1 (MacKenzie, Weegar, Owen Tippett) 12:34 PPG
TAMPA BAY, Brayden Point 3 (Nikita Kucherov, Victor Hedman) 14:17 PPG
TAMPA BAY, Alex Killorn 1 (Victor Hedman, Brayden Point) 18:17 PPG

Penalties ― Rutta T 10:38, Bennett F Coleman T 11:17, Marchment F 13:46, Gudas F 16:48
Sergei Bobrovsky replaced Chris Driedger in Panthers’ net at start of third period
THIRD PERIOD
9. FLORIDA, Patric Hornqvist 1 (Jonathan Huberdeau, Aleksander Barkov) 1:45 PPG
10. FLORIDA, Gustav Forsling 1 (Alex Wennberg, Patric Hornqvist) 16:53
Penalties ― Palat T 0:41, Duclair F 19:37

 LW Ondrej Palat TB  LW Mason Marchment FLA

1230 ET on SN, CNBC

FLORIDA 2 @ TAMPA BAY 6
FIRST PERIOD
TAMPA BAY, Anthony Cirelli 2 (Alex Killorn, Erik Cernak) 3:00
TAMPA BAY, Yanni Gourde 2 (Nikita Kucherov, Mikhail Sergachev) 7:24
FLORIDA, Jonathan Huberdeau 2 (Patric Hornqvist, Sam Bennett) 8:49 PPG
TAMPA BAY, Ondrej Palat 2 (Erik Cernak, Nikita Kucherov) 16:45 GWG

Penalties ― Gourde T Huberdeau F 2:23, Gourde T 7:55
SECOND PERIOD
5. TAMPA BAY, Alex Killorn 2 (Nikita Kucherov, Victor Hedman) 5:41 PPG
6. TAMPA BAY, Alex Killorn 3 (Steven Stamkos, Anthony Cirelli) 7:15
Chris Driedger replaced Sergei Bobrovsky in Panthers’ net at 7:15 of second period
7. FLORIDA, Carter Verhaeghe 2 (Aleksander Barkov, Jonathan Huberdeau) 18:45 PPG
Penalties ― Duclair F 4:27, Maroon T 8:23, Verhaeghe F 8:37, Cernak T 8:56, Sergachev T Lomberg F 13:41,
Hedman T 15:36, Sergachev T 17:45, Kucherov T 19:27
THIRD PERIOD
8. TAMPA BAY, Nikita Kucherov 3 (Steven Stamkos, Alex Killorn) 4:47 PPG
Penalties ― Gudas F 4:00, Rutta T 8:23, Hornqvist F 9:58, Duclair F 10:57, Hornqvist F Maroon T (10-minute
misconducts) 16:24, Nutivaara F Colton T (minors, 10-minute misconducts) Lomberg F (double minor, 10minute misconduct) Schenn T 16:52
Shots on goal by
PANTHERS
15
19
7
41
LIGHTNING
7
11
8
26
FLORIDA, Sergei Bobrovsky, Chris Driedger (7:15 in second period); TAMPA BAY, Andrei Vasilevskiy
Power play: FLA ― 2 for 7 5 for 15 in series • TB ― 2 for 5 7 for 15 in series
Referees: Garrett Rank, Kelly Sutherland
Linesmen: Matt MacPherson, Brandon Gawryletz
9,762 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at AMALIE Arena

FIRST OVERTIME PERIOD
11. FLORIDA, Ryan Lomberg 1 (Frank Vatrano, Radko Gudas) 5:56
Penalties ― None

 RW Nikita Kucherov TB  G Andrei Vasilevskiy

Shots on goal by
PANTHERS
12
17
14
4
47
LIGHTNING
10
12
6
3
31
FLORIDA, Chris Dreidger, Sergei Bobrovsky (start of third period); TAMPA BAY, Andrei Vasilevskiy
Power play: FLA ― 2 for 2 3 for 8 in series • TB ― 2 for 3 5 for 10 in series
Referees: Steve Kozari, Brian Pochmara
Linesmen: Brandon Gawryletz, Matt MacPherson
9,508 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at AMALIE Arena

 LW Ryan Lomberg FLA  LW Jonathan Huberdeau

Saturday, May 22

1.
2.
3.
4.

FLORIDA 6 @ TAMPA BAY 5

TB

• Panthers’ netminder Chris Driedger turned 27 on the day of this game and was the first
goaltender in history to make his Stanley Cup Playoff debut on his birthday.
• Lightning Pat Maroon skated in his 100th career playoff game – 53 of which have been contested
in the last three postseasons when he became the eighth different player in Stanley Cup Playoff
history to win a Stanley Cup in consecutive seasons with different teams. Only two players on
the Lightning’s current roster have skated in 100 playoff games — Ryan McDonagh (141 GP)
and Victor Hedman (111 GP).
• Panthers’ forward Mason Marchment scored his first career Stanley Cup Playoff goal, nearly
29 years after his father, Bryan Marchment, netted his first such tally in Game Two of the
1992 Stanley Cup Final against the Penguins. The goals share something in common — they
both came against the defending Stanley Cup champion.
• “He was outstanding,” Lightning captain Steven Stamkos said of netminder Andrei
Vasilevskiy. “We know he's the best goalie in the world; he showed it tonight. He's our rock
back there and he was outstanding tonight and a big part of our win.”
• “We've been here before,” Lightning head coach Jon Cooper said. “If you want to have a long
run and give yourself a chance, there are going to be times that we have to win the 5-4 game
and there's going to be times you have to win the 2-1 game. We've been here before and I
thought the guys did a great job just shutting it down.”
• “It had the pace of the last game particularly early and then they scored, and they scored after
that,” Panthers’ head coach Joel Quenneville said. “Then they had the lead they were looking
for, so it was more patient of a game and a lot more structured of a game. We fought back, had
a good later part of the second and were in the right spot. We couldn't buy the goal we were
looking for.”
• “It was a good feeling,” Tampa Bay defenceman Ryan McDonagh said of the fact they built a
2-0 lead. “You want to play with the lead. It allows us to just play high percentage and you don't
have to force things or chase the game. I thought we did a good job continuing to create things.
Even when you have the lead there, you don't want to just sit back completely and give up a lot
of ice. Our group feels confident in those situations.”
• “Our power play was instrumental in Game One, and the PK was instrumental in Game Two,”
Cooper said. “Usually you don't have a ton of power plays, but they get three tonight. It always
seems to work that way; you have the lead and you get something called on you late and we
had to kill it off. I thought that was a huge part of the game that we killed it off. Guys were
laying out blocking shots, getting clears. You need to do that to win hockey games this time of
the year and guys pulled through.”
• “We moved better in the offensive zone [in Game One] and we created chances in the offensive
zone more than we did today,” Panthers’ captain F Aleksander Barkov said. “But sometimes it's
gonna be like this and we just have to find a way. It doesn't matter how you win, you've just
got to win.”
• Each team used seven defencemen, with Luke Schenn entering the line-up for Tampa Bay and
replacing forward Mathieu Joseph, and Anton Stralman replacing Sam Bennett (suspension)
for Florida.
• Tampa Bay forward Ondrej Palat's goal was his 33rd of the playoffs, tying Martin St. Louis for
second place in Lightning history behind Nikita Kucherov (38).

 C Brayden Point TB  LW Jonathan Huberdeau FLA  RW Nikita Kucherov TB
• This game was just in the fourth game in Stanley Cup Playoff history to feature four lead
changes. The other came in Game Two of the 1936 QF (NYA 4 at CHI 5), Game Two of the 1992
Smythe Division SF (EDM 5 at LAK 8) and Game One of the 2018 Stanley Cup Final (WSH 4 at
VEG 6).
• Lightning F Nikita Kucherov, who was skating in his first game since Game Six of the 2020
Stanley Cup Final where he led all players with 7g, 27a, 34 pts in 25 GP, scored twice. It marked
Kucherov’s 37th and 38th career playoff goals, tied with Alex Ovechkin (38) for the most since
Kucherov entered the League in 2013-14.
• “[McDonagh] makes a huge block and has the wherewithal or the toughness to get up and
make the play after blocking the shot,” Lightning forward Brayden Point said. “I knew that a Dman took the shot, so I knew I might have some space. Just went in, made a move, and it
slipped in.”
• Nikita Kucherov scored two power-play goals and had an assist in his return for Tampa Bay
after he missed the entire regular season following hip surgery 29 December 2020. “I tried to
not think about the game before the game,” Kucherov said. “I didn't know what to expect. So
I was trying to make a statement, trying to have a good first shift, maybe hit somebody. That's
all I tried to do. But new hip, it's a new hip, buddy. It's different, way better, and I feel really
good.”
• “Very intense game,” Panthers’ head coach Joel Quenneville said. “There was a lot going on
out there. Their power play was the difference tonight. In 5-on-5, we were OK, but their special
teams, the goals there, but they made a nice play on the winner. We got possession, and it's on
our net. Every shift is so critical against that team because they make something out of nothing.
These are things we can take from that game and learn from and improve. It was a heck of a
hockey game.”
• “A win is a win,” Lightning head coach Jon Cooper said. “Whether you blow a team out, you win
by one goal, you come back to do it, you just want to win. It was a [heck] of a hockey game. It
was fun to be a part of. But you've got to find a way. I was proud of the guys. We had the onegoal lead going into the (third) period, and then we coughed it up, but there was just no panic
on the bench and they found a way, and they've done it so many times. Just another example
tonight.”
• “We got the lead, we got the excitement, we got the momentum,” Quenneville said. “They
make a nice play (to tie the game), and next thing you know, we're still in the ballgame. I
thought we played well after 4-4, and they made a nice play, and that was the difference.”
• “We started pretty well,” Panthers’ forward Aleksander Barkov said. “We were excited to get it
going and got the result we wanted in the first period. Obviously, after that we kind of stopped
playing the same way. We took a couple of penalties in the second period, but really happy with
the first period, and that's how you want to try and play a whole game.”
• Tampa Bay forward Steven Stamkos had two assists and three shots on goal in 16:36 in his
return after missing the final 16 games of the regular season with a lower-body injury.
• Forward Owen Tippett is the first Panthers’ rookie to score a playoff goal since 23 April 1997,
when David Nemirovsky scored in Game Four of the Eastern Conference QF against the New
York Rangers.

Thursday, May 20

2000 ET on SNE, CNBC

TAMPA BAY 3 @ FLORIDA 1

FLA

 D Radko Gudas FLA

• Lightning forward Nikita Kucherov (38g, 61a, 99 pts in 92 GP) entered the game ready to
become the 27th player in NHL history to reach 100 career postseason points in 93 games or
fewer. The only active players to do so are Sidney Crosby (75 GP) and Evgeni Malkin (86 GP).
• Panthers’ defenceman Keith Yandle was a healthy scratch. Yandle had played 922 consecutive
regular-season games, the second-longest streak in NHL history, behind Doug Jarvis (964).
Yandle had never missed a playoff game, playing 57. Coyotes’ F Phil Kessel has an active
streak of 981 (3 November 2009 to 8 May 2021) that includes 900 consecutive regular-season
games.
• Lightning defenceman Victor Hedman assisted on a goal by Anthony Cirelli. Hedman (17g,
57a, 74 pts in 112 GP) moved into a tie with Mats Naslund (35g, 57a, 92 pts in 102 GP) for
fifth place on the all-time Stanley Cup Playoff assists list among Swedish-born players.
• Panthers’ forward Ryan Lomberg, who scored the first playoff goal of his career, became the
third player in franchise history with an overtime goal in the postseason, following Dave
Lowry (Game Four of 1996 CSF) and Mike Hough (Game Five of 1996 CSF).
• In overtime, following a face-off win in Florida's defensive zone, Radko Gudas lofted the puck
to Frank Vatrano. He sent a lead pass through two Lightning defenders to Lomberg, who
beat Andrei Vasilevskiy with a backhand. “Frank made a nice play advancing the puck behind
their [defencemen], and I was in alone,” Lomberg said. “It was a great play all around. Good
execution.”
• “It's a series,” Lightning forward Alex Killorn said. “Luckily we've been in a lot of these series
before. We knew they were going to give us their best effort. They played well tonight, but like
I said, it's a series and there's plenty of hockey to be played.”
• “Couldn't be more proud with the way the guys competed in the third as a team,” Panthers’
head coach Joel Quenneville said. “Look at what could have happened and where we would
have been at, and now all of a sudden the picture changes completely in a short amount of
time.”
• The Lightning were 28-0-0 this season when leading after two periods, including the first
two games of this series. “Credit to them,” Tampa Bay head coach Jon Cooper said. “It'd be
disappointing if they didn't push, facing the fact they could've gone down 0-3. And we could've
done a better job making ourselves be going up 3-0. But I don't think anyone expected this to
be a sweep. I think people expected this to be a really good series, and it has been.”
• “We were in a good spot after the first period, 2-0, and we do that in the second period,”
Panthers’ forward Jonathan Huberdeau said. “We just have to be smarter with decisions, play
our game. We had to assess that after the second, not panic, but you don't want to go down
3-0 in the series, and the guys answered the bell in the third period, worked hard and it's a huge
comeback for us.”

© Steve Lansky 2021

TB

 C Alex

Killorn TB

• Lightning forward Nikita Kucherov assisted on three of Tampa Bay’s five goals. He became
the 11th player in Stanley Cup Playoff history to record at least six career postseason games
with three-or-more assists. Wayne Gretzky paces the list with 28 such performances.
• Nikita Kucherov had a goal and three assists before leaving with an injury. Kucherov went
down and grabbed his left knee at 10:57 of the third period after being slashed by Panthers’
forward Anthony Duclair, who received a minor penalty. Kucherov skated off the ice on his
own but put little weight on his left leg. “I didn't see the replay,” Lightning defenceman Victor
Hedman said. “Obviously, you don't want to see that, but we'll probably see it on the replay in
the room. We'll keep that inside our room. We know what to do, we're an experienced group.
We know how to handle adversity and different ups and downs in the series. If it's a dirty play,
I'm sure it will get looked at.”
• Kucherov, who missed the regular season after having hip surgery on 29 December, has scored
nine points (three goals, six assists) in the series. “When you see him go down and he stays
down, it's very concerning,” Lightning forward Alex Killorn said. “I didn't see the play or
whatever happened, but guys on our team aren't going to stay down unless they are really
hurt…Hopefully he's going to be OK.”
• “Just go back home and forget about this one,” Panthers’ captain F Aleksander Barkov said.
“We played well in their zone, had some shifts in their zone, but they found a way to score goals.
That's unacceptable. We have to find a way to eliminate those. Go play in front of our home
fans, get excited and play the right way for 60 minutes.”
• Anthony Cirelli gave Tampa Bay a 1-0 lead at 3:00 of the first period, shooting five-hole on a
breakaway. Forward Yanni Gourde pushed the lead to 2-0 with a deflection of a shot from
Kucherov at 7:24. “I just tried to get to the front of the net, tried to screen the goalie,” Gourde
said. “And I tried to have a step on the side so any rim out I can get to the puck from behind
the net. I was fortunate enough to see the puck the whole way and get a stick on it.”
• “You look at this game, and it looked like we were out of it, but I don't think that was the feeling,”
Panthers’ defenceman Anton Stralman said. “I don't think we gave up a lot of chances. The
ones we did give up were just too good.”
• “‘Kuch’ has added definitely another level to this power play,” Killorn said of Kucherov. “He's
one of the best, if not the best, half-wall guy in the entire NHL. He makes players around him a
lot better. For me, he gives me a tap-in tonight.”
• “They're opportunistic,” Florida head coach Joel Quenneville said. “Their power play is pretty
dangerous, and I say pretty dangerous, extremely dangerous. Some of the looks, that's where
they had the quality, and they don't need much. We have to be better on that PK.”
• “We came here to win a hockey game, and we did,” Tampa Bay head coach Jon Cooper said.
“The power play was outstanding. The penalty killing got the job done. We gamed it out. We've
got to get better ahead us, of us. We know that. We've come here to win four, we've only won
three. We still have to get another one. We have to be better with our emotions and not getting
caught up in the antics that are going on in a game. We can be more physical. We can be a
better hockey team. But I like where we're sitting at in the series, and believe me, we'll be
bringing it two nights from now.”
• Lightning defenceman Mikhail Sergachev left the game at 16:24 of the third period after being
hit into the boards by Panthers’ forward Patric Hornqvist.
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2021 CENTRAL DIVISION SEMI-FINAL
2

FLORIDA PANTHERS 79 v.

3

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING 75

GM BILL ZITO, HC JOEL QUENNEVILLE v. GM JULIEN BRISEBOIS, HC JON COOPER

LIGHTNING WIN SERIES IN 6
Monday, May 24

Wednesday, May 26

2000 ET on FX-CA, CNBC

2000 ET on SN360, CNBC

TAMPA BAY 1 @ FLORIDA 4

FLORIDA 0 @ TAMPA BAY 4

FIRST PERIOD
1. TAMPA BAY, Ross Colton 2 (Blake Coleman, Ryan McDonagh) 0:53

FIRST PERIOD
1. TAMPA BAY, Pat Maroon 1 (Tyler Johnson, Mikhail Sergachev) 6:16 GWG

Penalties ― Hedman T 2:53, McDonagh T 7:18, Huberdeau F 7:26, Palat T 10:36, Marchment F 15:09

Penalties ― Montour F 18:55

SECOND PERIOD
2. FLORIDA, MacKenzie Weegar 1 (Jonathan Huberdeau, Sam Bennett) 6:19
3. FLORIDA, Mason Marchment 2 (Aleksander Barkov, MacKenzie Weegar) 16:55 GWG

SECOND PERIOD
2. TAMPA BAY, Steven Stamkos 3 (Victor Hedman, Nikita Kucherov) 13:27 PPG

Penalties ― Schenn T 19:01
THIRD PERIOD
4. FLORIDA, Patric Hornqvist 2 (Aleksander Barkov, Jonathan Huberdeau) 0:35 PPG
5. FLORIDA, Frank Vatrano 1 (Patric Hornqvist) 19:45 ENG
Penalties ― Maroon T (10-minute misconduct) 19:49

Penalties ― McDonagh T 1:53, Bennett F 12:53, Sergachev T 15:05
THIRD PERIOD
3. TAMPA BAY, Brayden Point 4 (Nikita Kucherov, Erik Cernak) 14:36
4. TAMPA BAY, Alex Killorn 4 (Erik Cernak, Steven Stamkos) 18:18 ENG
Penalties ― Vatrano F 19:35
Shots on goal by
PANTHERS
8
11
10
29
LIGHTNING
8
7
9
24
FLORIDA, Spencer Knight; TAMPA BAY, Andrei Vasilevskiy

Shots on goal by
LIGHTNING
22
9
6
37
PANTHERS
15
11
12
38
TAMPA BAY, Andrei Vasilevskiy; FLORIDA, Spencer Knight
Power play: TB ― 0 for 2 7 for 17 in series • FLA ― 1 for 5 6 for 20 in series
Referees: Francois St. Laurent, Kelly Sutherland
Linesmen: Jonny Murray, Bevan Mills
11,551 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at BB&T Center

 G Spencer Knight FLA  C Aleksander Barkov FLA  D MacKenzie

Weegar FLA

• After being injured in Game Five and leaving that game early, Lightning forward Nikita Kucherov
played in this and every game in this series.
• Spencer Knight (20 years, 35 days) becomes the seventh-youngest goaltender in Stanley Cup
Playoff history at the time of his first career postseason appearance behind Harry Lumley (18
years, 129 days), Tom Barrasso (19 years, 4 days), Bill Ranford (19 years, 117 days), Grant
Fuhr (19 years, 191 days), Don Beaupre (19 years, 202 days) and Martin Brodeur (19 years,
357 days). Of those goaltenders, Brodeur is the only one who did not start — making Knight
the sixth-youngest goaltender at the time of his first career start in the Stanley Cup Playoffs.
• And Knight (20 years, 35 days) is the youngest goaltender in Stanley Cup Playoff history to
make his playoff debut in an elimination game, surpassing Winnipeg Jets’ Daniel
Berthiaume (20 years, 76 days in Game Three of the 1986 Smythe DSF).
• As well, Knight (20 years, 35 days) is the second-youngest goaltender in history to win his
Stanley Cup Playoff debut, trailing only North Stars’ Don Beaupre (19 years, 202 days) in
1981. Knight is the eighth goaltender in history to win his Stanley Cup Playoff debut before age
21.
• “For me, I just approached it like I did every other hockey game, like my first game, second
game here, whatever it may be, it was all pretty much the same,” Knight said. “I was a little
nervous, but I remembered just to play hockey. I controlled what I can and just had fun.”
• “It was awesome,” Panthers’ captain F Aleksander Barkov said. “Awesome atmosphere.
Awesome feeling. We were excited to play, and a good result too. We're excited to go to Tampa
right now.”
• “That's a really good hockey team over there,” Tampa Bay captain F Steven Stamkos said.
“They weren't going to just roll over and die. It's two really good hockey teams going at it. We
knew it was going to be a tough series from the beginning. We put ourselves in a good position
to go home for Game Six and try to win a series. There's no point in dwelling on the past now.
We have a 3-2 series lead. We weren't able to close it out tonight and we'll expect a better effort
from our group next game.”
• “We came into the room thinking, ‘Boy, are we lucky,’” Panthers’ head coach Joel Quenneville
said. “Spencer put on a clinic and gave us a chance. That was our worst period in a long time.
Too stationary, and Tampa was ready. They wanted to get this thing done. I thought we hung
in there, big saves, big saves, and in the second we started coming. The goals got us going. I
thought we had a real good response in the third period, but you don't have to say any more.
The goalie won us the game.”
• “They came out in the second and it was OK, but you could see they had a desperation level,”
Tampa Bay head coach Jon Cooper said. “They're down a goal and on the brink, so they
elevated, and we didn't…They did a good job. They fed off the crowd and they played D. We had
a couple of good looks, didn't go in. But if we're going to win, if you're going to win a playoff
series, it can't be on and off. We've got to be on our game for the entire game. Our second
wasn't our best and we paid for it.”
• “We've played enough against them,” Barkov said. “We know how they play. We know who is
on the ice. We know how to play against them. We just have to do it all the time. Obviously
today was a good game. We've got to build on this, go to Tampa and keep getting better.”
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Power play: FLA ― 0 for 2 6 for 22 in series • TB ― 1 for 3 8 for 20 in series
Referees: Francis Charron, Jon McIsaac
Linesmen: Shandor Alphonso, Matt MacPherson
10,092 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at AMALIE Arena

 G Andrei Vasilevskiy

TB

 C Steven Stamkos TB  LW Patrick

Maroon TB

• Lightning forward Pat Maroon opened the scoring with his first goal of the 2021 postseason.
Tampa Bay now owns an all-time record of 14-2 when scoring first in a potential series-clinching
game.
• Including one assist tonight, Victor Hedman has seven power-play assists this postseason. Only
two players have recorded more power-play assists in a single series (since 1933-34 when goals
by type were officially tracked). They are Paul Coffey (8 PPA in 1993 Norris Division SF w/ DET)
and Mario Lemieux (8 PPA in 1992 Patrick Division SF w/ PIT).
• “It was our best effort by far in the playoffs in the biggest game that we've played so far,”
Lightning forward Steven Stamkos said. “That's what experienced teams do in those situations.
They step up when it's time to step up. We didn't like our game last time (a 4-1 loss in Game
Five) and we talked about it. We have the best goalie in the world, and he shut the door.”
• “I think it was good to just get a taste of what playoffs are like,” Panthers’ rookie netminder
Spencer Knight said. “But I think for me coming in, it wasn't trying to stay in awe, I was trying
to help the team win. That was my priority and goal and to have fun while I was doing it. A
couple weeks after I'll look back on it from that point of view, but right now it's tough.”
• “We needed to get that first (goal). [We] had some great looks, great opportunities, some that
we didn't get on net that could have been the best quality chances we had,” Florida head coach
Joel Quenneville said. “[Vasilevskiy] was great tonight. In this building we had three pretty
good games as far as generating what we wanted to generate. We weren't able to crack him
tonight.”
• “The penalty kill was great, the power play got one, it was just a 60-minute effort,” Stamkos
said. “That's what it takes to close out a series, especially against good teams. It was great to
be part of that effort tonight.”
• “Obviously disappointed. I thought we had our chances in this series, could have went either
way,” Panthers’ forward Jonathan Huberdeau said. “Early we're down 2-0, could have went the
other way. It's going to take a little bit to swallow this one, but that's the most fun I had this
year. We had a good group, it just didn't go our way in the first round.”
• “You've probably heard the fourth one is the toughest to win in a series, and when you have a
chance to do it you don't want to waste them,” Tampa Bay head coach Jon Cooper said. “We
had a plan set. But the players…it was 60 minutes of sheer will and compete. And to win in this
league that's what you need. When you make the playoffs, you need it from everybody. The
players gave it. They get all the credit in the world.”
• Lightning forward Barclay Goodrow (upper body injury) made his series debut and had three
shots and five hits in 16:43 of ice time.
• Vasilevskiy's shutout was his second career in the Stanley Cup Playoffs. His other was against
the Dallas Stars in Game Six of the 2020 Stanley Cup Final, when Tampa Bay won its second
championship.
• In this series, LW Nikita Kucherov, 27, led the Lightning in scoring. Kucherov had 3g, 8a, 11
pts with a +2 rating. For the Panthers, LW Jonathan Huberdeau, 27, had 2g, 8a, 10 pts and a
-3 rating to lead the club in scoring. Panthers’ RW Patric Hornqvist, 34, led all series skaters
with 22 shots on goal.
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2021 WEST DIVISION SEMI-FINAL
1

COLORADO AVALANCHE 82 v.

4

ST. LOUIS BLUES 63

GM JOE SAKIC, HC JARED BEDNAR v. GM DOUG ARMSTRONG, HC CRAIG BERUBE

AVALANCHE SWEEP SERIES
Monday, May 17

Wednesday, May 19

2000 MT on SN1, NBCSN

ST. LOUIS 1 @ COLORADO 4
FIRST PERIOD
1. COLORADO, Cale Makar 1 (Mikko Rantanen) 15:15 PPG

FIRST PERIOD
1. COLORADO, Joonas Donskoi 1 (Ryan Graves, Nazem Kadri) 0:35
2. COLORADO, Nathan MacKinnon 3 (Cale Makar, Joonas Donskoi) 18:05 PPG

Penalties ― Schenn S Landeskog C (majors) 10:47, O’Reilly S 14:04

Penalties ― Thomas S 17:35

SECOND PERIOD
2. ST. LOUIS, Jordan Kyrou 1 (Ivan Barbashev, Robert Thomas) 16:31
Penalties ― Faulk S 1:00, Graves C 7:10, Blais S 10:21
THIRD PERIOD
3. COLORADO, Nathan MacKinnon 1 (Mikko Rantanen, Gabriel Landeskog) 0:30 GWG
4. COLORADO, Gabriel Landeskog 1 (Nathan MacKinnon, Samuel Girard) 8:30
5. COLORADO, Nathan MacKinnon 2 (Gabriel Landeskog) 19:20 ENG
Penalties ― Graves C 5:32
Shots on goal by
BLUES
5
11
7
23
AVALANCHE
18
14
18
50
ST. LOUIS, Jordan Binnington; COLORADO, Philipp Grubauer

SECOND PERIOD
3. COLORADO, Joonas Donskoi 2 (Nathan MacKinnon, Mikko Rantanen) 3:14 PPG
4. ST. LOUIS, Sammy Blais 1 (Kyle Clifford, Torey Krug) 16:17 GWG
Penalties ― Barbashev S 2:48
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

• During this regular season, the Avalanche and Blues met eight times. The Avs won five times
and the Blues won three. Over those eight games, Colorado outscored St. Louis, 26-21.
• The Presients’ Trophy-winning Avalanche were led in scoring this season by 24-year old RW
Mikko Rantanan, who had 30g, 36a, 66 pts with a +30 rating in 52 games. C Nathan
MacKinnon finished one point behind Rantanen. With 55 penalty minutes, D Ryan Graves,
25, led the club.
• Entering this series, MacKinnon, who posted a 14-game point streak during the 2020
postseason, is averaging 1.35 points per game throughout his playoff career (20g, 34a, 54 pts
in 40 GP). It marks the fourth-highest total among players to appear in at least 15 postseason
games, behind Wayne Gretzky (1.84), Mario Lemieux (1.61) and Barry Pederson (1.53).
• The Blues’ leading scorer this season was LW David Perron, 32. Perron had 19g, 39a, 58 pts
with a +6 rating in 56 games. Defenceman Robert Bortuzzo, 31, led St. Louis with 47 penalty
minutes.
• F Jaden Schwartz is one of 16 members of the Blues’ historic 2019 Stanley Cup-winning team
who remain on their current roster. Schwartz, who ranks fourth in franchise history with 26
career playoff goals and has the most career postseason points among all current Blues (26g,
28a, 54 pts in 84 GP), sits one point shy tying Doug Gilmour (17g, 38a, 55 pts in 49 GP) for
fourth place in franchise history.
COL

Shots on goal by
BLUES
6
14
15
35
AVALANCHE
19
9
7
35
ST. LOUIS, Jordan Binnington; COLORADO, Philipp Grubauer
Power play: STL ― 1 for 2 1 for 4 in series • COL ― 2 for 2 3 for 5 in series
Referees: Jon McIsaac, Francis Charron
Linesmen: Shandor Alphonso, Bryan Pancich
7,739 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at Ball Arena

 C Nathan MacKinnon

 D Cale Makar COL

Sunday, May 23

2030 CT on SN360, USA

COLORADO 5 @ ST. LOUIS 1

COL

 RW Joonas

 C Mike

Hoffman STL

1600 CT on SN360, NBCSN

COLORADO 5 @ ST. LOUIS 1

FIRST PERIOD
NO SCORING

FIRST PERIOD
NO SCORING

Penalties ― Schenn S 6:49, Girard C 8:41, Graves C Barbashev S 19:49
1.
2.
3.
4.

Donskoi COL

• Nathan MacKinnon’s three-goal game was the first by an Avalanche player since 24 April 1997,
when forward Valeri Kamensky scored three goals v. Chicago Blackhawks.
• MacKinnon, who posted 1g, 2a in Game One, has accumulated 25 of his 57 career postseason
points in the first two games of a series (Games One: 4g, 9a, 13 pts in 7 GP; Game Two: 6g,
6a, 12 pts in 6 GP). MacKinnon has scored seven points (five goals, two assists) in the first two
games of this series v. St. Louis.
• MacKinnon now has 59 career playoff points (23g, 36a, 59 pts in 42 GP). Among players to
debut with the franchise, only two hit 60 career postseason points in 50 games or fewer (all w/
COL/QUE): Peter Stastny (40 GP) and Joe Sakic (41 GP).
• “I don't know if I'm at another level or pucks are (just) going in right now, I guess,” MacKinnon
said. “I mean, all my goals are with great screens in front. [Gabriel Landeskog], Mikko
[Rantanen] are beasts down low. Without those guys battling and mucking it up in front when
I'm up high, those pucks don't go in. Everyone's helping out, for sure.”
• “You have to have guys elevating their game this time of year,” Avalanche head coach Jared
Bednar said. “You have to have different guys chipping in and making plays, not just on the
offensive side of it, but on the defensive side of it as well. Guys are feeling good with their
game.”
• “When we do things the right way and dictate, and get on these guys, you can see we generate
and we make it difficult on them, so it's definitely something that we have to build off of and
we're going home and we're going to get back in the series,” Blues’ captain F Ryan O'Reilly said.
• Forward Joonas Donskoi gave the Avalanche a 1-0 lead 35 seconds into the game when he
deflected Ryan Graves' point shot after Landeskog knocked down O'Reilly behind the net in
a race for the puck. “It's what I mean, just a beast,” MacKinnon said of Landeskog. “Of course
I saw it. I could hear it. I hear the hit. I hear the crowd reaction. Without that forecheck, without
that extra work ethic that he always brings, we don't score that goal. Great play by ‘Landy.’
Great tip by [Donskoi] as well.”
• Avalanche forward Nazem Kadri was assessed a match penalty for a hit to the head against
Blues’ defenceman Justin Faulk, who left the game. It resulted in an 8-game suspension to
Kadri. Kadri appealed, but NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman upheld the suspension on Mo 31
May 2021.
• The Blues also lost D Robert Bortuzzo at 9:24 of the second period with an upper-body injury
after a hit by Avalanche forward Tyson Jost. “The League will look at those hits, and they'll do
what they have to do,” said Blues’ head coach Craig Berube, who didn't have a post-game
update on either player. “You're down to four D, and that's in a playoff game. That's difficult,
but I thought guys did a good job.”
• Avs’ head coach Jared Bednar said MacKinnon and Landeskog “got the guys together on the
bench, had a little chat” after the penalty. “And off they went to answer the bell and get us a
couple big goals,” Bednar said.
• “I won't say patient, but we've got to understand that we have to play a certain way against this
team and we can't wait until the second period to do it,” Berube said. “Pucks got to go in deep,
they got to go 200 feet, we've got to be a good forecheck team and then we've got to shoot
pucks. I thought we passed up shots again in the first period, and then we allow them to come
out of their zone way too easy and they get these rush attacks against us and they get
opportunities off of it.”
• Donskoi's first goal was the fastest from the start of a playoff game in Colorado Avalanche
history.
• The Avalanche have a 19-game point streak at home (18-0-1).
• Blues’ defenceman Vince Dunn skated Wednesday but missed his 13th straight game. He is
recovering from an upper-body injury.

• Colorado forward Mikko Rantanen collected an assist on Cale Makar’s series-opening goal to
record his 40th career postseason point (13g, 27a, 40 pts in 34 GP). Only three players in
Avalanche/Nordiques’ history have reached the mark in fewer playoff games — Peter
Stastny (28 GP), Joe Sakic (30 GP) and Nathan MacKinnon (33 GP).
• Colorado extended its home point streak to 18 games (17-0-1).
• “Fantastic third period,” Avalanche head coach Jared Bednar said of the top line of Gabriel
Landeskog, Nathan MacKinnon and Mikko Rantanen. “They were making big plays all over
the ice, both on the offensive side of things and on the defensive side. Huge impact on the
game.”
• MacKinnon, Landeskog and Rantanen combined for eight points (three goals, five assists).
• “Yeah, it was very tough tonight,” Blues’ forward Ryan O’Reilly said. “They played very well,
came at us with a lot of speed and yeah, it was difficult to generate anything and get momentum.
They played well. They were by far the better team tonight. If it wasn't for [Binnington], it
would have been messy early, but we did some things all right. We've just got to improve and
get back. We've got to get our rest and get ready for the next game.”
• “For us, it's about wins and losses, and that's what it comes down to,” Landeskog said. “I'm
happy to be able to contribute. As a team, I thought we played a strong game. A few periods,
second period, toward the end of it, we kind of got away from our game. I thought overall the
third period was really good. Everybody chipped in. Everybody played well.”
• St. Louis was playing without leading scorer F David Perron because of NHL COVID-19 protocol.
• “It's tough, we'll be better,” Blues’ head coach Craig Berube said. “We've got to manage the
puck better. Our execution wasn't good with the puck tonight. On the defensive side we let them
come out of their zone too easy and create odd-man rushes against us.”
• “We believe in what we're doing, and we ran into hot goalies earlier in the year as well,”
Landeskog said. “For us, it's find a way. Keep shooting the puck. It's not going to start going
in because you start overpassing or look for the perfect play. You've got to keep throwing pucks
there and I thought we did a good job of that. We got rewarded in the third.”
• Blues’ defenceman Vince Dunn skated Monday but missed a 12th straight game with an upperbody injury.
• Blues’ forward Vladimir Tarasenko hit the post and was minus-2 in 16:21 of ice time in his
return missing the final six regular-season games with a lower-body injury.
• Avalanche forward Brandon Saad had two shots on goal in 14:38 after missing the final 11
regular-season games with a lower-body injury.

Friday, May 21

THIRD PERIOD
ST. LOUIS, Brayden Schenn 1 (Tyler Bozak, Torey Krug) 10:07 PPG
COLORADO, Nathan MacKinnon 4 (Devon Toews, Gabriel Landeskog) 15:25
ST. LOUIS, Mike Hoffman 1 (Niko Mikkola, Robert Thomas) 15:40
COLORADO, Brandon Saad 1 (Tyson Jost, Devon Toews) 17:51 ENG
COLORADO, Nathan MacKinnon 5 (Mikko Rantanen, Gabriel Landeskog) 19:48 ENG

Penalties ― Kadri C (match penalty, served by Newhook) 6:30

Power play: STL ― 0 for 2 • COL ― 1 for 3
Referees: Francis Charron, Jon McIsaac
Linesmen: Bryan Pancich, Shandor Alphonso
7,741 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at Ball Arena

 LW Gabriel Landeskog COL  C Nathan MacKinnon

2030 MT on SN360, CNBC

ST. LOUIS 3 @ COLORADO 6

Penalties ― Rantanen C 18:41

SECOND PERIOD
COLORADO, Ryan Graves 1 (unassisted) 1:57
COLORADO, Alex Newhook 1 (Ryan Graves, Valeri Nichushkin) 12:37 GWG
COLORADO, Tyson Jost 1 (Mikko Rantanen, Gabriel Landeskog) 16:08
ST. LOUIS, Tyler Bozak 1 (Ryan O’Reilly, Colton Parayko) 16:17 SHG

SECOND PERIOD
1. ST. LOUIS, Vladimir Tarasenko 1 (Ryan O’Reilly) 4:25
2. COLORADO, Brandon Saad 3 (Cale Makar, Philipp Grubauer) 11:37 PPG
3. COLORADO, Gabriel Landeskog 2 (Samuel Girard, Mikko Rantanen) 14:53 GWG
Penalties ― Soderberg C Krug S 5:09, Mikkola S 9:39

Penalties ― Blais S 9:53, Blues’ bench (served by Tarasenko) 16:08
THIRD PERIOD
5. COLORADO, Brandon Saad 2 (Andre Burakovsky, Carl Soderberg) 13:42
6. COLORADO, J.T. Compher 1 (Ryan Graves, Pierre-Edouard Bellemare) 19:06 SHG
Penalties ― Schenn S 3:13, MacKinnon C 10:06, Landeskog C 17:36

4.
5.
6.
7.

THIRD PERIOD
COLORADO, Mikko Rantanen 1 (Nathan MacKinnon, Gabriel Landeskog) 4:20
ST. LOUIS, Vladimir Tarasenko 2 (Robert Thomas, Ryan O’Reilly) 8:39 PPG
COLORADO, Nathan MacKinnon 6 (unassisted) 19:04 PPG ENG
COLORADO, Valeri Nichushkin 1 (unassisted) 19:54 PPG ENG

Penalties ― Jost C 7:29, Hoffman S (double minor) 18:12

Shots on goal by
AVALANCHE
5
12
9
26
BLUES
9
17
6
32
COLORADO, Philipp Grubauer; ST. LOUIS, Jordan Binnington
Power play: COL ― 0 for 4 3 for 9 in series • STL ― 0 for 3 1 for 7 in series
Referees: Chris Lee, Jean Hebert
Linesmen: Devin Berg, Vaughan Rody
9,000 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at Enterprise Center

 D Ryan Graves COL  C Tyler Bozak STL  G Philipp

Grubauer COL

• Avalanche forward Nazem Kadri was suspended for eight games for an illegal check to the head
of St. Louis Blues defenseman Justin Faulk during Game Two. If the term of the suspension is
not fully served during the 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs, the remaining games will be served at
the beginning of the 2021-22 regular season. The incident occurred at 6:26 of the third period.
Kadri was assessed a match penalty for illegal check to the head.
• “I'm a little surprised, to be honest with you,” Colorado head coach Jared Bednar said. “I looked
through all the head-shot suspensions for the last year, a lot of two-gamers getting handed out
for significant hits to the head. We've had some guys put out with hits to the head that are still
out with no suspension, so I thought, generally the rule of thumb is playoffs, you get a little
less, and he got significantly worse, so it is what it is. We have to deal with it, and we need
other guys to step up, and I'm not going to worry about the past.”
• The only time the Blues overcame a two games-to-none series deficit to win a best-ofseven was during the 1972 QF against the Minnesota North Stars. In that series, the Blues
dropped the first two games at Metropolitan Sports Center in Bloomington, MN, but returned
home to claim a 2-1 victory in Game Three at St. Louis Arena. Phil Roberto scored both goals
in that game and led all players in goals (6), assists (5) and points (11) in an eventual sevengame series victory.
• Avalanche forward Nathan MacKinnon has 5g, 2a, 7 pts so far this postseason (2 GP). Only one
player in Avalanche/Nordiques’ history has recorded eight or more points through three games
in a postseason (Peter Forsberg: 4g, 4a, 8 pts in 1998). League-wide, a player has collected at
least eight points through three games to start a postseason in each of the last three years
— Sebastian Aho CAR in 2020 (3g, 5a, 8 pts); Mark Stone VEG (6g, 2a, 8 pts) and Paul
Stastny STL (2g, 6a, 8 pts) in 2019; and David Pastrnak BOS (4g, 5a, 9 pts) in 2018.
• Blues’ netminder Jordan Binnington is made his 34th postseason start, tying Greg Millen for
the second most in Blues’ history. Only one netminder has started more playoff games for the
Blues — Mike Liut (38).
• The Avalanche/Nordiques’ franchise owns a three games-to-none lead in a best-ofseven Stanley Cup Playoff series for the fifth time. They hold an all-time series record of 4-0
under that criteria, including two instances in which the clinching win was earned in Game Four
(1996 SCF & 2001 CQF).
• “That's a big part of playoffs, having the deep team that we have, any given night we can have
goal-scorers, so it can't be the top line every night, and I think we did a good job of chipping in
tonight,” Avalanche forward Brandon Saad said.
• “I liked the game in general,” St. Louis head coach Craig Berube said. “I thought we competed
really hard. I thought we had a ton of looks and offensive zone time. Got to score more…We got
a good first period. Our team was ready to go. Our team didn't get down off that first goal.
We've been through this before this year throughout the season. We know we can come back.
Our guys stayed with it and competed hard for the game.”
• D Ryan Graves gave the Avalanche a 1-0 lead at 1:57 of the second period after he exited the
penalty box and beat G Jordan Binnington to a loose puck, shooting it off the goalie's paddle
and into an empty net. “It's a big goal for us and I'm just happy that I could be able to finish it
and give us an early lead to kind of get us rolling,” Graves said. “... I'm happy to be able to
chip in when I can.”
• Avalanche F Alex Newhook made it 2-0 at 12:37 following a rebound of a Graves shot. The
rookie forward played six regular-season games and had three assists. “From what I remember,
[Graves] threw it off the pad, it popped out to me in the slot and I saw a lot of net and was
hoping I could put it in, and it was a big point in the game,” Newhook said. “So I was happy to
put that home and give us a two-goal lead there.”
• Blues’ forward Tyler Bozak scored a shorthanded goal on a shot from the slot off a pass
from Ryan O'Reilly, cut the Avalanche lead to 3-1. “[Ryan O’Reilly] did a great job getting in
there,” Blues’ forward Tyler Bozak said. “Good rim by [Colton] Parayko. Just tried to get open
for him. He made a great play like he always does and just tried to find a spot to shoot it. It was
nice to get one there and create a little confidence, create a little boost. Just, unfortunately, we
couldn't sustain it and get another one.”
• Blues defencemen Steven Santini and Mitch Reinke each made his Stanley Cup Playoff debut.
Santini had three shots and eight hits in 16:20, and Reinke had two shots in 9:19.
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Shots on goal by
AVALANCHE
10
14
10
34
BLUES
6
5
9
20
COLORADO, Philipp Grubauer; ST. LOUIS, Jordan Binnington
Power play: COL ― 3 for 3 6 for 12 in series • STL ― 1 for 2 2 for 9 in series
Referees: Frederick L’Ecuyer, Wes McCauley
Linesmen: Devin Berg, Vaughan Rody
9,000 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at Enterprise Center
• Entering this game, Blues’ netminder Jordan Binnington . Binnington owns a career playoff
record of 16-18 and sits one victory shy of tying Greg Millen (17-17) and Mike Liut (17-20) for
the most postseason wins by a Blues’ goaltender in franchise history.

 RW Mikko Rantanen COL  RW Vladimir Tarasenko STL  LW Gabriel Landeskog COL
• Forward David Perron, who led St. Louis with 58 points (19 goals, 39 assists) in the regular
season, missed the entire series in COVID-19 protocol.
• F Nathan MacKinnon capped Colorado’s win with his sixth goal of the series – one shy of the
franchise record for most goal in a playoff series held by Joe Sakic (7 G in 6 GP, 1996 CQF vs.
VAN) and Real Cloutier (7 G in 7 GP, 1982 DF vs. BOS w/ QUE).
• MacKinnon (6g, 3a, 9 pts in 4 GP) is the first player in Avalanche/Nordiques’ history to collect
nine points in a series while playing only four games. MacKinnon also became the sixth player
in the last 25 years to record 9+ points while helping his team complete a sweep in a best-ofseven series.
• “I think it's huge to get a couple days, but most important how we played every game, 60
minutes, every shift,” Avalanche netminder Philipp Grubauer said. “Every, every small detail
matters in the playoffs. I think we found a way to do that in every game and that's going to be
the key moving forward too.”
• “To tell you honestly, I'm not ready for these questions right now,” Blues’ forward Vladimir
Tarasenko said. “To answer all of those is there's no excuses. I can [say] whatever I want to
say, and say like we don't fight enough, but it is what it is. This is embarrassing. [It's] always
hard to lose in the playoffs, especially like this. There [are] no words, that much you can see.”
• “It was probably the toughest game for us,” Avalanche forward Mikko Rantanen said. “I think
we still played pretty well. I think like Game 2 (a 6-3 win), we weren't really happy how we
played. But I think last two games we wrapped up the series really well and found a way to play
kind of grinding hockey, so everybody knows we have the speed and the skill. But in the playoffs,
sometimes you have to grind wins too, and I think that's what we did last two games.”
• “They were better than us,” Blues’ head coach Craig Berube said. “You get beat four straight,
they were better than us.”
• Avalanche captain Gabriel Landeskog said Colorado used Blues’ forward Ryan O'Reilly's
prediction that the Blues were going to win the series as motivation. Colorado's top line of
Landeskog, MacKinnon and Rantanen combined for 24 points (nine goals, 15 assists) in the
four games. “Yeah, it did,” Landeskog said. “…When you can close this series out without giving
the opponents any life or any hope, it's definitely what we wanted to do and not easy to do on
the road. But we're happy with the way we played tonight.”
• Blues defenceman Jake Walman played for the first time in the series after being removed from
NHL COVID-19 protocol. He had one shot on goal in 15:24 of ice time.
• The Avs’ leading scorer in this series was C Nathan MacKinnon, 25, who had 6g, 3a, 9 pts and
a +6 rating with a series-leading 16 shots on goal. For the Blues, C Ryan O’Reilly, 29, and C
Robert Thomas, 21, each had three assists, which were enough to lead the team in scoring.
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2021 WEST DIVISION SEMI-FINAL
2

VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS 82 v.

3

MINNESOTA WILD 75

GM KELLY McCRIMMON, HC PETER DeBOER v. GM BILL GUERIN, HC DEAN EVASON

GOLDEN KNIGHTS WIN SERIES IN 7
Sunday, May 16

1200 PT on SN, NBC

J Forslund, J Micheletti, P McGuire

MINNESOTA 1 @ VEGAS 0

OVERTIME

Tuesday, May 18

1900 PT on SN360, NBCSN

MINNESOTA 1 @ VEGAS 3

FIRST PERIOD
NO SCORING

FIRST PERIOD
NO SCORING

Penalties ― Dumba M 2:55, Fiala M 18:38

Penalties ― Martinez V 4:13
SECOND PERIOD
NO SCORING

SECOND PERIOD
1. MINNESOTA, Matt Dumba 1 (Jonas Brodin, Jordan Greenway) 12:07
2. VEGAS, Jonathan Marchessault 1 (Reilly Smith, William Karlsson) 12:25
3. VEGAS, Alex Tuch 1 (Mattias Janmark, Alex Pietrangelo) 17:19 GWG

Penalties ― Pietrangelo V 19:33
THIRD PERIOD
NO SCORING

Penalties ― Cole M 15:04

Penalties ― Dumba M 8:36
FIRST OVERTIME PERIOD
1. MINNESOTA, Joel Eriksson Ek 1 (Marcus Foligno, Jordan Greenway) 3:20 GWG

THIRD PERIOD
4. VEGAS, Alex Tuch 2 (Chandler Stephenson, Mark Stone) 19:07 PPG
Penalties ― Dumba M Pietrangelo V 7:50, Kaprizov M 18:30
Shots on goal by
WILD
17
10
8
35
GOLDEN KNIGHTS
10
12
6
28
MINNESOTA, Cam Talbot; VEGAS, Marc-André Fleury

Penalties ― Marchessault V 1:11
Shots on goal by
WILD
5
13
9
3
30
GOLDEN KNIGHTS
19
11
10
2
42
MINNESOTA, Cam Talbot; VEGAS, Marc-André Fleury
Power play: MIN ― 0 for 2 • VEG ― 0 for 3
Referees: Wes McCauley, Francois St. Laurent
Linesmen: Bevan Mills, Jonny Murray
8,683 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at T-Mobile Arena
• During this regular season, Vegas and Minnesota faced each other eight times.
Interestingly, the Wild won five of the games and Vegas just three. Each team scored 24 goals
over the eight games.
• The Golden Knights were led in scoring this season by RW Mark Stone, 28. Stone had 21g,
40a, 61 pts with a +26 rating in 55 games. And with just 39 penalty minutes, C Jonathan
Marchessault, 30, led Vegas
• The Wild’s leading scorer this season was LW Kirill Kaprizov, 23. He had 27g, 24a, 51 pts with
a +10 rating in 55 games. Defenceman Carson Soucy led Minnesota with 51 penalty minutes.
• Golden Knights’ netminders Marc-André Fleury and Robin Lehner won the 2021 William M.
Jennings Trophy. Vegas allowed just 124 goals as a team — four fewer than the Islanders. It
was the first time Golden Knights’ netminders had won the Jennings. It was Fleury’s first
individual NHL Award — in his 17th NHL season.

 C Joel Eriksson Ek MIN  G Marc-André Fleury VEG  G Cam Talbot MIN
• This Game One officially extended G Marc-André Fleury’s streak of consecutive years competing
in the Stanley Cup Playoffs to 15 (since 2007) — breaking a tie with Tony Esposito (14 from
1970-83) for the longest by a goaltender in Stanley Cup Playoff history.
• Additionally, Fleury became the fifth goaltender in history to make at least 15 trips to
the Stanley Cup Playoffs at any point in their career, joining Patrick Roy (17), Martin
Brodeur (17), Jacques Plante (16) and Andy Moog (16).
• Forward Mark Stone donned the ”C” as Vegas entered the playoffs with a designated captain
for the first time ever.
• Wild netminder Cam Talbot posted his first playoff shutout with the Wild after recording two
with both the Flames and Oilers. He became the eighth goaltender in history to register a playoff
shutout with at least three different franchises. The others are Curtis Joseph (4: TOR, EDM,
STL, DET), Ed Belfour (3: DAL, TOR, CHI), Grant Fuhr (3: STL, EDM, BUF), Lorne Chabot (3:
TOR, NYR, CHI), John Ross Roach (3: NYR, TSP, DET), John Vanbiesbrouck (3: FLA, NYR,
PHI) and Mike Vernon (3: CGY, DET, SJS).
• In overtime, after a face-off in the Vegas zone, Marcus Foligno forced a turnover for Minnesota,
and Jordan Greenway's centering pass deflected off Foligno's stick. Eriksson Ek's shot went
off the skate of Golden Knights defenceman Alec Martinez and through the five-hole. “It all
started on that draw,” Eriksson Ek said. “'Greener' and [Foligno] did a great job getting back
there. You have a sense where the puck's going to go.”
• “The longer it stays scoreless, it favours us,” Wild netminder Cam Talbot said. “We bent in the
first period, but we knew they were going to have a push and come out hard. Fleury was
unbelievable there in the second (13 saves). Great game by both teams, happy to come out on
top.”
• “Yeah, it's tough,” Golden Knights’ captain F Mark Stone said. “I thought we played a pretty
good game to start, played the first 25, 30 minutes really well, and they had a little bit of a
push. [Fleury] made some big saves. But it's a 1-0 game in overtime. We've got to find ways
to score goals.”
• Forward Max Pacioretty (undisclosed), who led the Golden Knights with 24 goals in 48 games
this season, did not play.
• Vegas netminder Marc-André Fleury ended the regular season on a personal nine-game winning
streak. He and Robin Lehner alternated starts for the final 29 games. “He was great,” Vegas
head coach Peter DeBoer said of Fleury. “I think it was an easy decision. When you look at our
season, I thought both goaltenders were excellent, but [Fleury] really carried us during some
of the tougher periods and really was consistent all season and was great down the stretch too.
Fairly easy decision and nice luxury to have two guys like we have.”
• “This is just the start for us in this series,” Wild forward Jordan Greenway said. “We feel there's
definitely more we can do. It's a good team we played against; hard game, but yeah, we're
going to build off that. We have more we can bring.”
• Wild forward Zach Parisé was a healthy scratch. Parisé is Minnesota's all-time leading playoff
scorer with 34 points (14 goals, 20 assists) in 40 games and has scored 77 points (35 goals, 42
assists) in 101 playoff games with the Wild and New Jersey Devils. He scored 18 points (seven
goals, 11 assists) in 45 games this season and was a healthy scratch in four of the last five
games of the regular season.
• Vegas defenceman Alec Martinez (undisclosed) returned after missing the final two games of
the regular season. He blocked two shots in 22:13.
• Vegas forward Ryan Reaves (undisclosed) had 10 hits and played 11:12 in his first game since
11 April.

Power play: MIN ― 0 for 1 0 for 3 in series • VEG ― 1 for 2 1 for 5 in series
Referees: Francois St. Laurent, Frederick L’Ecuyer
Linesmen: Jonny Murray, Andrew Smith
8,683 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at T-Mobile Arena

 G Marc-André Fleury VEG  RW Alex Tuch VEG  C Jonathan Marchessault VEG
• “Guys have been great at letting me see the puck. And when I don't, most of the time they block
it,” Golden Knight’' netminder Marc-André Fleury said. “I thought our defencemen have done a
good job with that, and it certainly helps me a lot.” This was Fleury's fourth straight game
allowing one goal or fewer, dating to 8 May against the St. Louis Blues.
• “We're not proving anything to ourselves. We know the level that we can play at,” Wild
defenceman Matt Dumba said. “I think it's more you guys, the media, putting us as underdogs,
and you're going to see a totally different team even at home. We're a different beast.”
• “Not necessarily the start we wanted, but Fleury, it's what he does,” Vegas forward Jonathan
Marchessault said of his club allowing 17 first-period shots. “It's what we expect from him
every night. We wanted to get him a win.”
• “We seemed a little tentative in the first, actually we seemed a little tentative until
[Marchessault's] goal,” Golden Knights’ head coach Peter DeBoer said. “Once we got that
goal, it was almost like a little bit of a weight off our shoulders.” DeBoer is now 26-15 in the
postseason following a loss.
• “We had a few opportunities right there on the doorstep,” Vegas forward Alex Tuch said. “That
was our mentality, to try and get inside them. They like to pack it in. They're a really good
defensive team. If we're able to get in the inside and get pucks in there, just kind of whack at
them and get a couple lucky bounces, it'll be huge for this series.” Tuch's 17 career Stanley
Cup Playoffs goals are the most in Vegas history, followed by Marchessault with 16.
• Vegas improved to 4-0 following a loss in Game One of a playoff series (2018 Western
Conference Final against Winnipeg Jets; 2019 Western Conference First Round against San Jose
Sharks; 2020 Western Conference Final against Dallas Stars).
• Golden Knights forward Max Pacioretty (undisclosed injury) did not play for the eighth
consecutive game.
• On 19 May 2021, the NHL issued the following statement: “This morning, we became
aware of certain test results involving multiple Players on two Clubs (the St. Louis Blues and the
Vegas Golden Knights) that had indicated positive results for the COVID-19 virus. Because those
reported results emanated from the same laboratory, and due to other peculiarities and
similarities as among the test results themselves, an investigation was initiated into the
possibility that the initial test results reported may have been in error. All affected Players were
immediately isolated and further testing was done involving collected samples. Those tests have
returned uniformly negative results, therefore confirming that the initial reported test results
were in error. As a result, all affected Players will be eligible to play in their team’s next game.”

Saturday, May 22

1900 CT on SN360, NBC

VEGAS 4 @ MINNESOTA 0
FIRST PERIOD
1. VEGAS, Nicolas Roy 1 (Keegan Kolesar) 10:37 GWG

Thursday, May 20

2030 CT on SN360, NBCSN

VEGAS 5 @ MINNESOTA 2
FIRST PERIOD
1. MINNESOTA, Ryan Hartman 1 (Kirill Kaprizov, Jonas Brodin) 2:16
2. MINNESOTA, Joel Eriksson Ek 2 (Marcus Foligno, Matt Dumba) 8:30
Penalties ― Dumba M 2:43, Marchessault V 9:14, Hartman M 13:31
SECOND PERIOD
3. VEGAS, Mark Stone 1 (Chandler Stephenson, Brayden McNabb) 8:39
4. VEGAS, Patrick Brown 1 (Nick Holden, William Carrier) 15:19
5. VEGAS, Reilly Smith 1 (Nick Holden, William Karlsson) 17:33 GWG

Penalties ― Carrier V 0:11, Soucy M 18:21
SECOND PERIOD
2. VEGAS, Alex Tuch 3 (Chandler Stephenson, Zach Whitecloud) 9:08
3. VEGAS, Mark Stone 3 (unassisted) 13:41
Penalties ― Whitecloud V (double minor) 11:32
THIRD PERIOD
4. VEGAS, Nicolas Roy 2 (Mattias Janmark, Keegan Kolesar) 18:32 ENG
Penalties ― None

Penalties ― Cole M 9:09, Kaprizov M 19:49

Shots on goal by
GOLDEN KNIGHTS
9
5
4
18
WILD
11
11
13
35
VEGAS, Marc-André Fleury; MINNESOTA, Cam Talbot

THIRD PERIOD
6. VEGAS, William Karlsson 1 (Reilly Smith, Marc-André Fleury) 17:36
7. VEGAS, Mark Stone 2 (unassisted) 19:01 ENG

Power play: VEG ― 0 for 1 1 for 11 in series • MIN ― 0 for 3 0 for 8 in series
Referees: Dan O’Rourke, Kyle Rehman
Linesmen: Libor Suchanek, Ryan Gibbons
4,500 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at Xcel Energy Center

 RW Mark Stone VEG  G Marc-André Fleury VEG  RW Alex

Penalties ― Tuch V 2:42, Wild bench (served by Zuccarello) 11:18
Shots on goal by
GOLDEN KNIGHTS
4
22
14
40
WILD
7
5
4
16
VEGAS, Marc-André Fleury; MINNESOTA, Cam Talbot
Power play: VEG ― 0 for 5 1 for 10 in series • MIN ― 0 for 2 0 for 5 in series
Referees: Wes McCauley, Francois St. Laurent
Linesmen: Ryan Gibbons, Libor Suchanek
4,500 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at Xcel Energy Center

 RW Mark Stone VEG  C William Karlsson VEG  G Cam Talbot MIN
• Vegas defenceman Reilly Smith scored his third career Stanley Cup Playoff game-winning goal
for the Golden Knights. Forward Alex Tuch (6) is the only player to score more for the franchise.
• “I don't think we could have played any worse in the first period,” Smith said. “I felt like they
were beating us to a lot of pucks, and we were playing slow. It seemed like we got our legs in
the second period and kind of ran with it. We got a lot of power plays. We didn't score (0-for5), but we built some momentum, kept the puck away from our net for most of that second and
third period, which goes a long way. Get some shots to the net, and we had some big blocks.”
• “We left Cam out to dry a little bit there — a lot,” Wild RW Ryan Hartman said. “We gave them
everything. We had no possession, no work ethic, no battle. We got away from our game, and
we let them dictate. We gave them everything there.”
• “We played with energy and just going after them, making smart decisions on the lines and
getting open, helping each other out, and we did that good in the first period,” said Wild forward
Joel Eriksson Ek, who scored in the first period. Eriksson Ek scored again at 13:05, but Vegas
challenged for offside, and video review showed F Kevin Fiala entered the zone ahead of the
puck at 12:52.
• “Obviously, when you get down by two, you always, you can get back in the game pretty
quickly,” Vegas netminder Marc-André Fleury said. “You get that first goal and it's 2-1, and
there's still a lot of time to be played in the game. I thought that was a huge call by our coaches,
and after that in the second and third, I thought we took over and played so well.”
• “The right guys scored tonight,” Golden Knights’ head coach Peter DeBoer. “‘Stoney’ needed
to get a couple for us. He always brings effort and the same thing, but I think just for his own
mental pressure and the pressure he puts on himself, he needed to stick one in the net — and
he stuck two in the net. Reilly Smith scored again, he's been snake-bitten all year and has really
started to heat up late and scored again tonight. The right guys are scoring for us that need to
score.”
• “We've been a resilient group all year…we always come back with our best the next game and I
think we're one of the few teams who didn't lose three in a row this year and we need to build
on that now,” Minnesota netminder Cam Talbot said. “…We're going to have to come out and
give our best game and like we've done all year after a couple of losses, we've been an extremely
good team at rebounding this year. We have a lot of character in that room and we're extremely
resilient, so I know we can put out a 60 minutes on Saturday that emulates the first period
tonight.”
• Vegas forward Patrick Brown, who scored in the second period, had not played since a 2-1 loss
to the Wild on 3 April. DeBoer said the forward tore his hamstring 7-8 weeks ago.
• Wild forward Marcus Johansson left the game at 6:55 of the first period after crashing into the
net. Wild head coach Dean Evason did not have a full update after the game but said “it does
not look good.”
• Golden Knights’ forwards Max Pacioretty (undisclosed) and Tomas Nosek (undisclosed) did
not play. Each was a game-time decision. Pacioretty has missed nine straight games. Nosek
left in the first period of a 3-1 win in Game Two on Tuesday after a hit by Marcus Foligno.

© Steve Lansky 2021

Tuch VEG

• Vegas netminder Marc-André Fleury’s performance comes on the heels of a historic regular
season in which he climbed into sole possession of third place on the NHL’s all-time wins list.
The Golden Knights’ netminder, who has started each game for his club during the 2021 Stanley
Cup Playoffs, also became the fifth goaltender in NHL history to appear in at least 150 Stanley
Cup Playoff games, joining Patrick Roy (247), Martin Brodeur (205), Ed Belfour (161)
and Grant Fuhr (150).
• Fleury’s 21 playoff wins since joining the Golden Knights in 2017-18 are tied for the third most
among all goaltenders over that span (also Braden Holtby 21). Andrei Vasilevskiy (31 w/ TBL)
and Tuukka Rask (24 w/ BOS) are the only netminders with more.
• Fleury recorded his 16th career Stanley Cup Playoff shutout and tied Curtis Joseph (16) for the
third most in history. The only netminders with more are Martin Brodeur (24) and Patrick
Roy (23).
Fleury has allowed two-or-fewer goals in 72 of his 150 playoff games — including 14 straight
games dating to the regular season (4 playoffs, 9 regular season) — which stands as 48% of all
postseason appearances.
• “I feel good,” Fleury said. “The body feels good. And my defence has been great for me.”
• Wild forward Zach Parisé made his series debut after being a healthy scratch the first three
games. He was minus-2 with two shots on goal and two hits in 12:17 of ice time.
• “It's been difficult, but right now what's more important, I guess, is that we're down 3-1 in the
series,” Parisé said. “That's where all the attention should be, is how can we get ourselves back
into this series, win a game and then bring this thing back to Minnesota.”
• “We're going to have to expect their best effort,” Vegas captain F Mark Stone said. “They're
going to want to come with a push. We're going to have to do the same thing.”
• Wild forward Joel Eriksson Ek appeared to tie the game 19 seconds after Nicolas Roy’s firstperiod goal, but Vegas challenged for goaltender interference and video review
determined Marcus Foligno impaired Fleury's ability to play his position in the crease and the
goal was overturned. ”We get one screen, one look and one angle on the bench. The one I was
looking at looked like it was [goalie interference], but you never know,” Golden Knights’ head
coach Peter DeBoer said. “With an offside, it's usually pretty clear and you're pretty confident.
Goalie interference, you're never sure. I thought it had all the elements to be goalie interference.
Foligno was in the paint, [Fleury] couldn't get to his position and establish his positioning
because Foligno was in the paint and wouldn't allow him to get there. Those were the important
elements of it, but you still never know. It was the right call and I think the right decision.”
• Vegas is 2-for-2 on coach's challenges this series, each on an apparent goal by Eriksson Ek. ”I
don't know. I don't know what to think,” Eriksson Ek said.
• “We wanted to get back to our style of hockey,” Golden Knights’ forward Alex Tuch said. “We
wanted to take it upon ourselves to be better on all areas of the ice, and we were able to do
that.”
• “I think we just have to move the puck quicker, [their penalty kill is] running around and doing
a great job, especially on our breakouts,” Wild forward Kevin Fiala said. “We couldn't get in
clearly and make something, so we just have to bear down on the face-offs and help on the
draws and do everything to win them back, and on the power play to move the puck quicker
and shoot some pucks and get the pucks back. I don't think we are doing the right things right
now.”
• “So far it's been our best [game],” Vegas forward Nicolas Roy said. “We played the full 60
minutes tonight, and I think if we play like that we're very tough to beat.”
• Vegas forwards Max Pacioretty and Tomas Nosek, and defenceman Brayden McNabb each
has an undisclosed injury and did not play. Pacioretty has missed all four games and the last
six of the regular season, Nosek missed his second straight game, and McNabb missed his
first.
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2021 WEST DIVISION SEMI-FINAL
2

VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS 82 v.

3

MINNESOTA WILD 75

GM KELLY McCRIMMON, HC PETER DeBOER v. GM BILL GUERIN, HC DEAN EVASON

GOLDEN KNIGHTS WIN SERIES IN 7
Monday, May 24

Wednesday, May 26

1930 PT on SN1, CNBC

MINNESOTA 4 @ VEGAS 2
FIRST PERIOD
VEGAS, Mark Stone 4 (Alex Tuch, Nick Holden) 8:14
MINNESOTA, Kirill Kaprizov 1 (Mats Zuccarello) 9:06
MINNESOTA, Zach Parisé 1 (Jonas Brodin, Matt Dumba) 11:57
MINNESOTA, Jordan Greenway 1 (Calen Addison) 16:34 GWG

1.
2.
3.
4.

2000 CT on SN, NBCSN

VEGAS 0 @ MINNESOTA 3
FIRST PERIOD
NO SCORING
Penalties ― None
SECOND PERIOD
NO SCORING

Penalties ― None
Penalties ― Martinez V Dumba M 12:44

SECOND PERIOD
5. VEGAS, Alec Martinez 1 (Alex Pietrangelo, Mattias Janmark) 9:43 PPG

THIRD PERIOD
1. MINNESOTA, Ryan Hartman 2 (Kevin Fiala, Zach Parisé) 4:21 GWG
2. MINNESOTA, Kevin Fiala 1 (Jared Spurgeon, Mats Zuccarello) 9:35 PPG
3. MINNESOTA, Nick Bjugstad 1 (Nico Sturm, Jared Spurgeon) 15:17

Penalties ― Dumba M 7:52, Brodin M 16:33
THIRD PERIOD
6. MINNESOTA, Nico Sturm 1 (unassisted) 19:21 ENG

Penalties ― Golden Knights’ bench (served by Carrier) 8:55, Dumba M 16:07, Kolesar V Zuccarello M 18:50

Penalties ― None

Shots on goal by
GOLDEN KNIGHTS
6
7
10
23
WILD
9
5
10
24
VEGAS, Marc-André Fleury; MINNESOTA, Cam Talbot

Shots on goal by
WILD
7
1
6
14
GOLDEN KNIGHTS
7
22
11
40
MINNESOTA, Cam Talbot; VEGAS, Marc-André Fleury
Power play: MIN ― 0 for 0 0 for 8 in series • VEG ― 1 for 2 2 for 13 in series
Referees: Francis Charron, Jon McIsaac
Linesmen: Michel Cormier, Tyson Baker
12,156 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at T-Mobile Arena

 G Cam Talbot MIN  D Alec Martinez VEG  RW Mark

Stone VEG

• Entering this game, Vegas netminder Marc-André Fleury owned a career record of 14-19 in
potential series-clinching games (2.60 GAA, .907 SV%, 4 SO), including a 3-3 mark with the
Golden Knights (1.77 GAA, .939 SV%, 2 SO). His 33 career appearances in potential seriesclinching games are tied with Grant Fuhr (33 GP; 19-12) for fourth-most in SCP history
behind Patrick Roy (57 GP; 31-26), Martin Brodeur (39 GP; 22-17) and Billy Smith (34 GP;
24-8).
• Wild forward Zach Parisé scored one of the three straight first-period goals. Parisé is the
franchise leader in playoff goals (15), assists (20) and points (35).
• “The guys believed,” Minnesota head coach Dean Evason said. “The looks we were getting, the
goals we scored tonight, that's what we've talked about. We just have to believe in that. The
guys did persevere, and it's something that's inside them. It's a standard they have set for
themselves that they don't panic, and we didn't do that tonight.”
• “I thought we played a pretty solid game,” Vegas captain F Mark Stone said. “We had lots of
chances and could've easily tied that game up, or could've easily been ahead…If we capitalize
on a few chances, I think we're sitting here with a different outcome.”
• “There's a lot of emotion behind that one,” Parisé said of his goal. “I was happy to see that one
go in and give us a lead at the time. It just felt good at that time.”
• “We can't be down 3-1 after the first period,” Stone said. “It finally cost us. We've been down
a couple games and been able to claw our way back, but today just couldn't get it done.”
• “I think if you replay that game nine times out of 10, you probably win. We didn't tonight,”
Vegas head coach Peter DeBoer said. “I think if anybody had said at the start of the series we're
going to give you an opportunity to go into Minnesota in Game Six and win the series, and Game
Seven’s going to be at home, we would have taken that. We've worked to put ourselves in a
good spot. We had an opportunity tonight. We worked hard, didn't get it done. We'll re-group
and look to get it done in Game Six.”
• “Guys are committed. They're committed to each other,” coach Evason said. “The vibe that
they had and the feeling they had towards each other, we knew we were going to have the effort
we had. Definitely proud of the group with that.”
• Minnesota defenceman Calen Addison had an assist on Greenway's goal in his Stanley Cup
Playoff debut. It was his first point in the NHL; the rookie did not have a point in three games
in the regular season.
• Golden Knights’ forward Max Pacioretty (undisclosed) missed an 11th straight game.
• Vegas forward Tomas Nosek (undisclosed) was out of the line-up for a fourth consecutive game.

Friday, May 28

Power play: VEG ― 0 for 1 2 for 14 in series • MIN ― 1 for 1 1 for 9 in series
Referees: Gord Dwyer, TJ Luxmore
Linesmen: Michel Cormier, Brandon Gawryletz
4,500 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at Xcel Energy Center

 LW Kevin Fiala MIN  G Cam Talbot MIN  D Ryan Suter MIN
• Wild netminder Cam Talbot posted the first home shutout in franchise history in a game in
which the Wild faced elimination. The only other shutout by a Minnesota goaltender while facing
elimination came in St. Louis when Devan Dubnyk posted a 2-0 victory in Game Four of the
2017 First Round.
• “I'm just one piece here, and tonight there is 20 pieces out there that did their job, and it was
just unbelievable to see and fun to play behind,” Talbot said.
• “We stuck together the whole year,” Minnesota forward Kevin Fiala said. “Doesn't really matter.
Even now, down 3-1 in a series against them, it's not easy to come back. I have a lot of
confidence in my group and guys now just let's do it.”
• “You're not going to play for 60 minutes without giving up something…That's just the way it
goes,” Golden Knights’ head coach Pete DeBoer said. “We're pushing to win that game, not to
not get scored on. That's our mindset and I think it's worked well for us when you look at our
record this year.”
• “We believe in ourselves. We believe in our team,” Vegas captain F Mark Stone said. “We have
one game in our home rink to move on. It's that simple.”
• “It's an elimination game, and those type of games are just a game of mistakes,” Wild forward
Ryan Hartman said. “It's who's going to budge first. You've got two teams, one fighting for
their lives more than the other, but they're playing just as hard. They don't want to have to play
another game and we're fighting for our lives. Like I said, a game of mistakes, and when you
get your opportunities, you have to put it in the net.”
• Vegas forward Chandler Stephenson had a goal disallowed at 8:55 of the third because of
goaltender interference. DeBoer challenged the play, but the call on the ice was upheld after
video review, and the Golden Knights were assessed a delay of game penalty. The Wild had a
similar goal disallowed in a 4-0 loss in Game Four. “No effort to get out of the crease,” DeBoer
said. “You're splitting hairs. I mean, listen, those have gone our way before. We felt it was worth
the challenge.”
• “I think the players deserve a lot of credit for just believing, and believing in each other, and I
think that's been the key not just in the playoffs, it's been the key from Day One with this
group,” Wild head coach Dean Evason said. “They've played hard for each other, they've stuck
together, and tonight was no different.”
• Vegas played without defenceman Brayden McNabb (COVID-19 protocol) and forward Ryan
Reaves, who was a late scratch. DeBoer said he hoped to have an update on Reaves on
Thursday.
• Golden Knights’ forward Cody Glass made his Stanley Cup Playoff debut and had two shots and
two hits in 12:59 of ice time.
• Wild forward Zach Parisé had an assist and has two points (one goal, one assist) in his past two
games after being a healthy scratch the first three games of the series.
• DeBoer is 5-0 in Game Sevens in his Stanley Cup Playoff career as a head coach.

1800 PT on HNIC, NBCSN

MINNESOTA 2 @ VEGAS 6
FIRST PERIOD
1. VEGAS, Mattias Janmark 1 (unassisted) 5:09
2. MINNESOTA, Zach Parisé 2 (Joel Eriksson Ek, Ryan Suter) 16:49
Penalties ― Karlsson V 10:32
3.
4.
5.
6.

SECOND PERIOD
VEGAS, Nicolas Hague 1 (William Karlsson) 2:05
MINNESOTA, Kirill Kaprizov 2 (Mats Zuccarello, Jared Spurgeon) 4:35 PPG
VEGAS, Max Pacioretty 1 (Chandler Stephenson, Shea Theodore) 7:44 GWG
VEGAS, Zach Whitecloud 1 (Shea Theodore, Chandler Stephenson) 13:38

Penalties ― Reaves V 4:22, Cole M 10:32, Bjugstad M Hague V 17:09
THIRD PERIOD
7. VEGAS, Mattias Janmark 2 (Nicolas Roy) 12:36
8. VEGAS, Mattias Janmark 3 (Alex Tuch, Alex Pietrangelo) 16:53 ENG
Penalties ― Greenway M Eriksson Ek M Smith V Marchessault V 6:00
Shots on goal by
WILD
10
6
4
20
GOLDEN KNIGHTS
8
17
9
34
MINNESOTA, Cam Talbot; VEGAS, Marc-André Fleury
Power play: MIN ― 1 for 2 2 for 11 in series • VEG ― 0 for 1 2 for 15 in series
Referees: Wes McCauley, Gord Dwyer
Linesmen: Michel Cormier, Matt MacPherson
12,156 (70.0% capacity) — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at T-Mobile Arena
• Golden Knights’ netminder Marc-André Fleury (7 GP; 3-4) is one of seven goaltenders in Stanley
Cup Playoff history to play in at least seven career Game Sevens. Should he tend the Vegas net,
he would surpass Felix Potvin (7 GP; 3-4) and tie Henrik Lundqvist (8 GP; 6-2) and Braden
Holtby (8 GP; 3-5) for the fourth-most Game Seven appearances among goaltenders in NHL
history, behind Patrick Roy (13 GP; 6-7), Martin Brodeur (10 GP; 6-4) and Curtis Joseph (9
GP; 4-3).
• Entering this game, Vegas head coach Peter DeBoer is 5-0 as a head coach in career Game
Sevens. With Vegas’ victory against Vancouver in the 2020 Second Round, DeBoer became the
first head coach in history to win each of the first five Game Sevens of his career,
surpassing Tommy Ivan who started 4-0 with the Red Wings from 1949 to 1954. Three active
head coaches have won each of their Game Sevens — Winnipeg’s Paul Maurice (3-0),
Dallas’ Rick Bowness (2-0) and Carolina’s Rod Brind’Amour (1-0).
• This is the third consecutive season the Golden Knights played Game Seven after leading
a series 3-1; they defeated the Vancouver Canucks in the second round last season and lost to
the San Jose Sharks in the 2019 first round.

 C Mattias Janmark VEG  LW Max

Pacioretty VEG

 D Zach Whitecloud VEG

• Golden Knights’ forward Mattias Janmark became just the eighth player in Stanley Cup Playoff
history to score three-or-more goals in a Game Seven. The others are Joel Kiviranta Stars @
Avalanche in 2020, Wayne Gretzky Kings @ Maple Leafs in 1993, Geoff Courtnall Canucks v.
Jets in 1992, Esa Tikkanen Oilers @ Flames in 1991, Rick MacLeish Flyers v. Islanders in 1975,
Dave Keon Maple Leafs @ Canadiens in 1964 and Carl Liscombe Red Wings v. Bruins in 1945.
• “It's what every player dreams of, to score in a Game Seven,” Janmark said. “It's hard to
believe that it's going to happen to you, but today, bounces were going in. It's a dream come
true, for sure.”
• Golden Knights’ forward Max Pacioretty became just the fifth player to score a series-clinching
goal in his very first Stanley Cup Playoff game of the year, joining Doug Brown (Game Six of
1998 CSF w/ DET), Kevin Dean (Game Five of 1997 CQF w/ NJD), Jaroslav Pouzar (Game Four
of 1983 CF w/ EDM) and Greg Meredith (Game Four of 1983 DSF w/ CGY).
• “There were some good days and bad days, but I turned the corner there a couple of days ago,”
Pacioretty said of his injury. “A lot of people behind the scenes were helping me around the
clock to get to where I'm at, and that's what helped me feel so good tonight.”
• Peter DeBoer improved to 6-0 in six career Game Sevens. Tommy Ivan (4-0 w/ DET from 1949
to 1954) is the only other head coach in NHL history to win at least each of his first four Game
Sevens. Overall, DeBoer is the fourth head coach in history to claim six Game Seven wins at
any point in his career, following Darryl Sutter (7-3), Scotty Bowman (6-3) and Pat Burns
(6-3).
• “You hope that moments like that galvanize your group,” DeBoer said. “When we talked this
morning in our team meeting, we talked about how we felt we were prepared for this tonight.
We were ready to go and we had all hands on deck…we felt with that lineup that we would be a
hard team to beat tonight.”
• “I think we all firmly believed with where we were a handful days ago, down 3-1 and making it
3-3, we all firmly believed we were going to win this game tonight,” Parisé said. “We didn't
quit. We played, we competed, but just couldn't get that third one.”
• “It was a ton of fun,” Vegas D Nicolas Hague said. “The building was rocking, which is always
awesome, but it was on another level tonight. A little nervous at first, but boy was it fun.”
• “Just disappointing,” Wild forward Marcus Foligno said. “We had a pretty good start and made it
2-2. We liked our chances but couldn't get a lot generating after that.”
• “It was a hard series,” Janmark said. “Minnesota's a good team. We were up 3-1 and you want
to close those games out when you get the chance, but they're a good team. They fought back.
What I've learned throughout my career in the playoffs is that you have to go through these
games if you want to get far. You've got to know how to play.”
• Vegas became just the third NHL team to win a Stanley Cup Playoff series in three of its first
four seasons, joining New York Rangers and St. Louis Blues.
• Wild defenceman Jonas Brodin left in the first period with an undisclosed injury.
• Vegas will face a tall order against Colorado Avalanche as only four teams in NHL history
have claimed a victory in a Game Seven and then gone on to win their next series against the
team with the best record from the regular season — Philadelphia (4-2 vs. BOS in 1974 SCF),
Pittsburgh (4-2 vs. NYR in 1992 DF), Calgary (4-2 vs. DET in 2004 CSF) and Boston (4-3 vs.
VAN in 2011 SCF).
• In this series, based on his Game Seven performance, Vegas forward Mattias Janmark, 28, led
the team in scoring with 3g, 3a, 6 pts and an E rating. No fewer than seven players had three
points in this series for Minnesota. Among those seven, C Joel Eriksson Ek, LW Kirill Kaprizov
and LW Zach Parisé each had two goals. Vegas forward Jonathan Marchessault, 30, led all series
skaters with 27 shots on goal, scoring once.
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2021 NORTH DIVISION SEMI-FINAL
1

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS 77 v.

4

MONTRÉAL CANADIENS 59

GM KYLE DUBAS, HC SHELDON KEEFE v. GM MARC BERGEVIN, INTERIM HC DOMINIQUE DUCHARME

CANADIENS WIN SERIES IN 7
Thursday, May 20

1930 ET on HNIC, NHL Network

MONTREAL 2 @ TORONTO 1

Saturday, May 22

1900 ET on HNIC, CNBC

MONTREAL 1 @ TORONTO 5

FIRST PERIOD
1. MONTREAL, Josh Anderson 1 (Eric Staal, Tyler Toffoli) 12:08
2. TORONTO, William Nylander 1 (Nick Foligno, Morgan Reilly) 4:28

FIRST PERIOD
1. MONTREAL, Kasperi Kotkaniemi 1 (Joel Armia, Tyler Toffoli) 7:57
2. TORONTO, Jason Spezza 1 (Zach Bogosian) 12:25

Penalties ― Perry M Foligno T 10:30, Toffoli M 18:43

Penalties ― Hyman T 16:25

SECOND PERIOD
NO SCORING

SECOND PERIOD
3. TORONTO, Auston Matthews 1 (Justin Holl, Mitchell Marner) 5:15 GWG
4. TORONTO, Rasmus Sandin 1 (Mitchell Marner, Auston Matthews) 13:20 PPG

Penalties ― Holl T 1:25, Chiarot M 6:43, Spezza T 14:35

Penalties ― Gallagher M 6:29, Lehkonen M 8:33, Kotkaniemi M 11:58, Canadiens’ bench (served by Anderson)
13:20

THIRD PERIOD
3. MONTREAL, Paul Byron 1 (Joel Armia) 12:44 SHG
Penalties ― Marner T 2:48, Nylander T 7:15, Tatar M 11:29, Spezza T 13:54, Danault M 16:42
Shots on goal by
CANADIENS
13
7
10
30
MAPLE LEAFS
14
8
14
36
MONTREAL, Carey Price; TORONTO, Jack Campbell

Penalties ― Weber M 7:26

Power play: MTL ― 0 for 5 • TOR ― 0 for 4
Referees: Brad Meier, Eric Furlatt
Linesmen: David Brisebois, Scott Cherrey
No fans in attendance — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at Scotiabank Arena
• Montreal finished this season with 25 games in 44 days, after they had four regular-season
games postponed from 22-28 March when forwards Joel Armia and Jesperi Kotkaniemi were
placed in COVID-19 protocol.
• During this regular season, the Maple Leafs and Canadiens met ten times. Toronto won
seven of those games and Montreal three. The Leafs outscored the Canadiens, 34-25, in those
games.
• The Maple Leafs were led in scoring this season by RW Mitch Marner, 23, who had 20g, 47a,
67 pts with a +21 rating in 55 games. 23-year old centre Auston Matthews won the Maurice
‘Rocket’ Richard Trophy with 41 goals in 52 games. The Leafs’ leader in penalty minutes was D
Zach Bogosian, 30, who racked up 49.
• Matthews is also the first Leafs’ player to lead the league in goals since Gaye Stewart in 1946,
whose 37 markers that year were more than Rocket Richard (27) notched.
• The Canadiens’ leading scorer this season was centre Tyler Toffoli, 28, who had 28g, 16a, 44
pts and an E rating in 52 games • D Ben Chiarot, 29, topped the team with 50 PIM.
• It has been more than 42 years since the Maple Leafs and Canadiens met in the Stanley Cup
Playoffs, with their last contest in the 1979 QF taking place 22 April 1979 — about two months
before Joe Thornton was born (2 July 2 1979). Zdeno Chara (18 March 1977) is the only active
NHL player who was alive at the time.
• Joe Thornton (1,673 GP), who ranks sixth in NHL history for regular-season games played, is
in search of his first Stanley Cup. He can join Ray Bourque (1,612 GP) and Dave
Andreychuk (1,597 GP) as the third NHL player to win his first championship after skating in
1,500 or more regular-season games.
• The Maple Leafs roster includes two of 12 active NHL players with 1,000 or more career regularseason games in search of their first Stanley Cup. Joe Thornton and Jason Spezza are joined
on that list by Patrick Marleau (SJS), Ryan Suter (MIN), Brent Burns (SJS), Marc-Edouard
Vlasic (SJS), Joe Pavelski (DAL), Andrew Cogliano (DAL), Zach Parisé (MIN), Shea Weber
(MTL), Travis Zajac (NJD) and Keith Yandle (FLA).
• The Canadiens are the most decorated franchise in Stanley Cup Playoff history. They
have the most Stanley Cup championships (23), playoff seasons (85 including 2021) and series
wins (93) of any team since the inception of the National Hockey League in 1917-18.
• Six players on the Canadiens roster have won a Stanley Cup, all of whom are in their first season
as a member of the team: Jake Allen (2019 STL), Joel Edmundson (2019 STL), Michael
Frolik (2013 CHI), Corey Perry (2007 ANA), Eric Staal (2006 CAR) and Tyler Toffoli (2014
LAK).
• Auston Matthews will skate in his fifth career postseason. Toronto enters the Stanley Cup
Playoffs with the NHL leader in goals for the first time since 1938, when Gordie Drillon topped
the League with 26 during the regular season.
• The Maple Leafs’ roster includes four veterans who have each skated in at least 900 career
regular-season games and are looking to win their first Stanley Cup (Joe Thornton, Jason
Spezza, Nick Foligno & Wayne Simmonds).
• Toronto netminder Jack Campbell (Port Huron, Michigan), who went 17-3-2 in 22 games this
season (2.15 GAA, .921 SV%, 2 SO), is the second American-born goaltender to start a playoff
contest for the Maple Leafs. He joins Damian Rhodes (Saint Paul, Minnesota) in Game Three of
the ECF.

 G Carey Price MTL  LW Paul Byron MTL  RW William Nylander TOR
• “That was Carey Price for you, he was an absolute wall tonight,” Montreal forward Josh
Anderson said. “He loves playing in these big games and in these positions. When it gets to the
playoffs, you have to bring it to another level and I think Carey and everyone did that tonight.”
• “We believe in each other,” Campbell said. “Our offence is a weapon for our team, but Price
made some great saves and it just didn't go our way tonight. I believe in these guys. We all
believe in each other and we will be ready to go next game.”
• Maple Leafs’ captain John Tavares left the ice on a stretcher with 9:31 remaining in the first
period. Tavares was hit in the face by the knee of Canadiens’ forward Corey Perry as he was
falling after being checked by Canadiens’ defenceman Ben Chiarot.
• “I've experienced a lot of different things, a whole lot of tough injuries and stuff like that in my
time as a player and as a coach, but in an empty building like that, that was probably the most
uncomfortable situation that I've been a part of on the ice,” Maple Leafs’ coach Sheldon Keefe
said. “It was tough to get through. Our players were rattled and concerned.” Keefe said Tavares
was conscious, communicating well and that tests so far have come back clear, but that the
center will remain in the hospital overnight for further tests.
• “The penalties, let's be honest, it's playoff time, you can't just give teams life by giving them
power plays,” Toronto forward Nick Foligno said. “It was a really choppy game, nobody gets a
feel for it and it takes away from what we are good at, which is being a 5-on-5 team and being
dangerous holding on to pucks. It seemed like we were parading to the box. We have to find a
way to get our offensive flow going.”
• “We were solid from start to finish,” Canadiens’ interim head coach Dominique Ducharme said.
“There's always ups and downs in the game. I thought our second period was a little bit slower,
and Carey did a great job tonight, he was solid. I thought as a team tonight we were pretty
consistent on both sides of the puck and that's the type of game that we want to play.”
• Canadiens’ forward Jake Evans left after the second period with an undisclosed injury.
Ducharme said he doesn't think the injury will keep Evans out “too long,” but did not have a
timeline on his return
• Maple Leafs’ forward Zach Hyman played 24:37 after missing the final 11 regular-season games
with a sprained MCL. He was minus-1 with four shots on goal.

Monday, May 24

THIRD PERIOD
5. TORONTO, William Nylander 2 (Auston Matthews, Morgan Reilly) 8:50 PPG
6. TORONTO, Alex Kerfoot 1 (William Nylander, ) 18:37 ENG

1900 ET on HNIC, NHL Network

TORONTO 2 @ MONTREAL 1

Shots on goal by
CANADIENS
9
6
8
23
MAPLE LEAFS
9
20
5
34
MONTREAL, Carey Price; TORONTO, Jack Campbell
Power play: MTL ― 0 for 1 0 for 6 in series • TOR ― 2 for 6 2 for 10 in series
Referees: Kendrick Nicholson, Eric Furlatt
Linesmen: Scott Cherrey, Kiel Murchison
No fans in attendance — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at Scotiabank Arena

 C Austin Matthews TOR  C William Nylander TOR  C Jason Spezza

Tuesday, May 25

1930 ET on HNIC, NBCSN

TORONTO 4 @ MONTREAL 0
FIRST PERIOD
NO SCORING
Penalties ― Kotkaniemi M 2:30, Brodie T 13:49, Maple Leafs’ bench (served by Nylander) 17:02
SECOND PERIOD
1. TORONTO, William Nylander 4 (Alex Galchenyuk, Alexander Kerfoot) 1:27 GWG
2. TORONTO, Jason Spezza 2 (Alex Galchenyuk, Jake Muzzin) 12:28
3. TORONTO, Joe Thornton 1 (Jason Spezza, Alexander Kerfoot) 14:56 PPG

FIRST PERIOD
NO SCORING
Penalties ― Galchenyuk T (double minor) 1:02, Lehkonen M 9:09, Holl T 15:52, Toffoli M 17:46

Penalties ― Chiarot M 13:17, Brooks T 16:49

SECOND PERIOD
1. TORONTO, William Nylander 3 (Alexander Kerfoot) 7:18
2. MONTREAL, Nick Suzuki 1 (Corey Perry, Tomas Tatar) 13:56
3. TORONTO, Morgan Rielly 1 (Mitchell Marner, TJ Brodie) 16:35 GWG

THIRD PERIOD
4. TORONTO, Alex Galchenyuk 1 (Alexander Kerfoot) 16:29 ENG

Penalties ― Perry M 4:15, Brodie T Anderson M Chiarot M 18:52
THIRD PERIOD
NO SCORING
Shots on goal by
MAPLE LEAFS
7
20
2
29
CANADIENS
6
8
14
28
TORONTO, Jack Campbell; MONTREAL, Carey Price

Shots on goal by
MAPLE LEAFS
9
15
4
28
CANADIENS
6
12
14
32
TORONTO, Jack Campbell; MONTREAL, Carey Price

 C Jason Spezza TOR  C Alex Galchenyuk TOR  G Jack

Power play: TOR ― 0 for 4 2 for 14 in series • MTL ― 0 for 3 0 for 9 in series
Referees: Graham Skilliter, Kevin Pollock
Linesmen: Mark Shewchyk, Kiel Murchison
No fans in attendance — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at Centre Bell
TOR

Penalties ― Thornton T 7:21

Power play: TOR ― 1 for 2 3 for 16 in series • MTL ― 0 for 4 0 for 13 in series
Referees: Graham Skilliter, Marc Joannette
Linesmen: Mark Shewchyk, Steve Barton
No fans in attendance — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at Centre Bell

Penalties ― Kerfoot T Anderson M 20:00

 D Morgan Rielly

TOR

• Maple Leafs’ forward Joe Thornton leads all players on Toronto’s current roster in playoff goals,
assists and points (31g, 102a, 133 pts). Should Thornton (41 years, 324 days) register a point
in this series, he would be the oldest player in Maple Leafs’ history to record a point in the
postseason, eclipsing Ron Francis (41 years, 62 days: Game Five of 2004 CSF) and Allan
Stanley (41 years, 62 days: Game Six of 1967 SCF).
• Toronto had lost nine straight playoff games to Montreal since Game Six of the 1967 Stanley
Cup Final — the last time the Maple Leafs won the Cup.
• Auston Matthews, who was officially awarded his first Maurice “Rocket” Richard Trophy on
Wednesday, when he scored his second-period goal, recorded his 20th playoff point (13g, 7a,
20 pts in 27 GP). Among players to debut with the Maple Leafs, seven have required fewer
Stanley Cup Playoff games to reach the benchmark: Gordie Drillon (16 GP), Mitchell
Marner (24 GP), Gary Leeman (24 GP), Lanny McDonald (24 GP), Rick Vaive (26 GP), Dave
Keon (26 GP) and Sid Smith (26 GP).
• “The best way to describe him was very complete,” Maple Leafs’ head coach Sheldon Keefe said
of Matthews. “He was extremely competitive, physical on the puck, scored a huge goal for us,
played with all sorts of authority, strong in the face-off dot (winning 16 of 20). There wasn't
really anything he didn't do extremely well today. We had good efforts all throughout our lineup,
but there's no question Auston was a difference-maker.”
• The Maple Leafs were without captain John Tavares, who sustained a concussion and a knee
injury in Game 1 on Thursday. The forward is out indefinitely.
• “It means a lot not only for the guys in the locker room but for John himself,” Matthews said.
“He's such a big part of this team, he's our leader. When something really scary and serious
goes down like it did the other night, I think the response from our group was unbelievable
tonight.”
• “We were a little better in the third period, but we cut our own legs out with too many penalties
in the first and second period,” Montreal forward Phillip Danault said. “We had trouble getting
back, but we tried the best we could in the third but it was too late.”
• “I think Auston was our best player,” Maple Leafs’ forward Jason Spezza said. “Our best players
have been Auston, Mitchell Marner, Nylander, John Tavares every night, and that's why our
team was in first place this year. Auston is a guy we know his play just raises with the big
moments.”
• Toronto defenceman Rasmus Sandin made it 3-1 on the power play at 13:20 with a slap shot
from the top of the slot. The Canadiens challenged for goaltender interference, but the goal was
upheld after review. “I didn't know what the challenge was about to be honest, so I was just
hoping for them to call it a goal,” Sandin said. “I was a little nervous because I haven't scored
for about a year and a half (since 27 January 2020), so I really wanted that to be a goal and I
was super happy when they called it.”
• “It was a tough second period,” Canadiens’ netminder Carey Price said. “It was definitely
important (to have a push in the third); we were still in the game and had a chance to come
back. We've done it before this season, but it didn't work out for us tonight.”
• “It's one game at a time, every game is different,” Canadiens’ interim head coach Dominique
Ducharme said. “I don't think they're going to be scoring five goals a night. Tonight was a
different night.”
• “As a team we didn't have any doubts, but all goals at playoff time are big goals,” Spezza said
of his first-period score. “I'll take that one. It was the biggest one I've had this year. But you
want a response; you don't want to let the game get away from you. They are a team that plays
well with a lead. The quicker we could tie the game up, it levels things and allows us to play our
game.”

 G Carey Price MTL  C William Nylander TOR

• “He's a dominant player when he's on his game, and we need that from him,” Maple Leafs’
goaltender Jack Campbell said Toronto forward William Nylander, who scored in his third
straight game. “He's such a special player and he's bringing it, so I think he's getting the guys
going. And other guys are stepping up and ultimately everyone's doing the best they can, and
Willie's leading.”
• “[Campbell] was unbelievable,” Nylander said. “The work he put in before the playoffs started
shows what it takes to compete at this level. He's been unbelievable for us, a huge part of our
team.”
• “I'm not frustrated at all, to be honest,” Canadiens’ netminder Carey Price said. “I believe in
these guys. These guys are talented guys, I see their shots in practice every day and I have no
doubt that they have the ability to score a goal. They're trying out there, I know they are, and
it's going to come. They're playing pretty solid defense on their side, but we're going to find a
way to get through that. Their goaltender is playing well, we're going to have to make it more
difficult for him.”
• “He's playing a real nice complete game here,” Maple Leafs’ head coach Sheldon Keefe said.
“It's obviously huge for us. You look at losing [John] Tavares and then you lose [Nick] Foligno,
two guys that Will (Nylander) started out with on a line, and he's just continued on, produced,
and played hard and given us real good shifts.”
• Foligno was a late scratch because of a lower-body injury. Tavares, the Toronto captain,
sustained a concussion and knee injury in Game One and will be out at least two weeks.
• “Obviously, the second period wasn't great,” Canadiens’ captain D Shea Weber said. “I thought
the first period was pretty even, but I thought they took the momentum and played better in
the second. Ultimately that was the difference.”
• “He's really good. He had a good game,” Canadiens’ forward Brendan Gallagher said of the
forward. “He had some looks like most of us. He adds something to our group, so I thought he
played a good game.”
• “You've got to give credit where credit's due,” Campbell said of Price. “He was playing
phenomenal for them and kept them in the game, and he's been doing that all series.”
• Keefe said the decision on scratching Foligno was made after the forward tried to take the
warmup after missing the morning skate, and that he is day to day and likely a game-time
decision for Tuesday. “He ultimately thought he would be hurting the team, so we just made the
decision to give him the night off,” Keefe said.
• Nylander is the second Maple Leafs’ player in the past 17 years to have a three-game goal
streak in the playoffs. Auston Matthews had a four-game goal streak in both the 2017 and
2019 playoffs.

© Steve Lansky 2021

Campbell TOR

• William Nylander opened the scoring and extended his postseason-opening goal streak to four
games (4g, 1a, 5 pts). He became the third player in franchise history with at least one goal in
each of Toronto’s first four or more games in a playoff year, joining Gordie Drillon (5 GP, 1939)
and Wendel Clark (4 GP, 1986).
• Only three players in franchise history have recorded a longer goal streak at any point in a
postseason — Gordie Drillon (5 GP, 1939), Sid Smith (5 GP, 1951) and Dave Andreychuk
(5 GP in 1993).
• “I think the guys just did a great job in front of me,” Maple Leafs’ netminder Jack Campbell
said. “I mean, we just stuck to our game plan, got a nice lead and then everybody was just
battling. So it's not always the prettiest, but we battled until the end…”
• “I think we just need to forget about this one quick,” Montreal forward Joel Armia said. “It's not
over yet. I feel like we have a good atmosphere in the locker room. Everybody knows that it's
not over and we're going to work hard for the next game.”
• “We're going to see their absolute best next game and we have to make sure that we're ready
to go,” Maple Leafs’ forward Jason Spezza said. “It's important we get some rest here after a
tough back-to-back, and then we've got to come ready to play because they're going to be a
determined team. The fourth win is the hardest to get.”
• “He is probably the best goalie of our generation, but I think it's just important that you don't
get frustrated when saves are made,” Spezza said of Canadiens’ Carey Price. “You know saves
are going to be made at times, and as a goal-scorer you have to stay around the net. When
you're getting chances it's usually a good sign. So I expect him to make saves, you're not going
to score every time, but you've just got to stay with it.”
• Joe Thornton (41 years, 327 days) became the oldest player to score a playoff point for the
Maple Leafs when he deflected Spezza's pass inside the left post at 14:56 to make it 30. Thornton (32g, 102a, 134 pts in 183 GP) moved into a tie with Canadiens’ RW Guy
Lafleur (58g, 76a, 134 pts in 128 GP) and current Maple Leafs’ President & Alternate
Governor Brendan Shanahan (60g, 74a, 134 pts in 184 GP) for 40th place on the NHL’s alltime postseason points list.
• “He's stayed with it, stayed ready,” Toronto head coach Sheldon Keefe said. “He's gotten better
in each game that he's played and obviously he was a major difference-maker tonight for us.”
• “I thought we had good chances to score tonight,” Montreal interim coach Dominique Ducharme
said. “We had some good looks. But sometimes guys think about it and squeeze the stick.
Confidence is a big thing when you're talking about scoring goals.”
• Ron Francis (Game Five of the 2004 Eastern Conference Semifinals) and Allan Stanley (Game
6 of the 1967 Stanley Cup Final) each got a playoff assist for Toronto at the age of 41 years, 62
days.
• Jack Campbell is the fourth Maple Leafs’ goaltender with a Stanley Cup Playoff shutout against
the Canadiens and first since Johnny Bower in Game Two of the 1967 Stanley Cup Final. Bower
had four playoff shutouts against Montreal, and Frank McCool (1945) and Turk Broda (1947)
each had one.
• F Alex Galchenyuk's points were his first in the playoffs for Toronto. He scored 13 points (four
goals, nine assists) in 28 playoff games with Montreal and none in four games with the Minnesota
Wild.
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2021 NORTH DIVISION SEMI-FINAL
1

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS 77 v.

4

MONTRÉAL CANADIENS 59

GM KYLE DUBAS, HC SHELDON KEEFE v. GM MARC BERGEVIN, INTERIM HC DOMINIQUE DUCHARME

CANADIENS WIN SERIES IN 7
Thursday, May 27

Saturday, May 29

1900 ET on HNIC, NBCSN

MONTREAL 4 @ TORONTO 3

OVERTIME

FIRST PERIOD
1. MONTREAL, Joel Armia 1 (unassisted) 5:13
2. MONTREAL, Joel Armia 2 (Corey Perry, Eric Staal) 8:18

1930 ET on HNIC, NBCSN

Penalties ― Anderson M 1:57, Kerfoot T 7:24

SECOND PERIOD
3. MONTREAL, Jesperi Kotkaniemi 2 (unassisted) 4:52
4. TORONTO, Zach Hyman 1 (Mitchell Marner, Auston Matthews) 6:32
Penalties ― Hyman T 13:39
THIRD PERIOD
5. TORONTO, Jake Muzzin 1 (Wayne Simmonds, William Nylander) 6:52
6. TORONTO, Jake Muzzin 2 (Alex Galchenyuk, William Nylander) 11:53
Penalties ― Gallagher M 4:41
FIRST OVERTIME PERIOD
7. MONTREAL, Nick Suzuki 2 (Cole Caufield) 0:59 GWG
Penalties ― None

SECOND PERIOD
NO SCORING
Penalties ― Weber M 3:53
1.
2.
3.
4.

THIRD PERIOD
MONTREAL, Corey Perry 1 (unassisted) 5:26 PPG
MONTREAL, Tyler Toffoli 1 (Nick Suzuki, Jeff Petry) 6:43 PPG
TORONTO, Jason Spezza 3 (Alexander Kerfoot) 11:35
TORONTO, TJ Brodie 1 (Pierre Engvall) 16:49

Penalties ― Danault M 2:18, Nylander T 5:16, Maple Leafs’ bench (served by Nylander) 5:26, Marner T
5:45, Chiarot M 8:25
FIRST OVERTIME PERIOD
5. MONTREAL, Jesperi Kotkaniemi 3 (Paul Byron) 15:15 GWG
Penalties ― None

Shots on goal by
CANADIENS
14
9
5
1
30
MAPLE LEAFS
8
11
16
0
35
MONTREAL, Carey Price; TORONTO, Jack Campbell
Power play: MTL ― 0 for 1 0 for 14 in series • TOR ― 0 for 1 3 for 17 in series
Referees: Marc Joannette, Brad Meier
Linesmen: Steve Barton, David Brisebois
No fans in attendance — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at Scotiabank Arena
• Maple Leafs’ captain C John Tavares, injured in Game One of this series, watched this game
from a box at Scotiabank Arena.
• Canadiens’ veteran F Corey Perry is set to skate in his 20th career postseason game in which
his team is facing elimination. His clubs own an 8-11 record in the previous 19 occurrences, in
which Perry has recorded 8g, 4a, 12 pts.
TOR

 RW Joel Armia MTL

• Perry collected an assist on Montreal’s second goal to record his 100th career postseason point
(41g, 59a, 100 pts in 150 GP). Fifteen active NHL players have reached the 100-point milestone
in the playoffs, with one other who is skating in tonight’s game — Joe Thornton (32g, 102a, 134
pts in 184 GP).
• Toronto has still only overcome a three-goal deficit to win a playoff game three times
— Game Four of the 2020 Stanley Cup Qualifiers, Game Five of the 1993 Norris Division
SF and Game Three of the 1936 Stanley Cup Final.
• Seven of eight First Round series have featured at least one overtime game, totaling 20
periods of extra time. That ties the most ever in a single round: 2017 First Round. That record
was eclipsed later tonight as Carolina and Nashville went into overtime.
• Canadiens’ forward Nick Suzuki won it with a one-timer on a 2-on-0 with Cole Caufield after a
turnover by Maple Leafs’ forward Alex Galchenyuk at the opposite blue line to extend the Bestof-Seven series. “Sometimes those 2-on-0s are a little bit more difficult,” Suzuki said. “Some
guys are hesitant to shoot, but we were just confident to make the play and I was lucky enough
to score. I don't know, I think we are both capable of scoring. I just felt like I had a good lane
to the net on my one-timer side, so it was just a great play by him to touch it right back to me.”
• “[We showed] resiliency, something that is not easy to have the right mentality going into an
overtime like that after giving up a two-goal lead in the third,” Montreal netminder Carey Price
said. “But I thought our group was calm and composed in the locker room after [the third period].
We came here to win this game, and I thought overall our game was pretty solid. We got
rewarded tonight.”
• “It's tough to close a team out,” Toronto netminder Jack Campbell said. “They came out hard.
I thought we played well enough to win the game; I just can't give up three in regulation. I have
to be better, and I will be. I just have to make the save on that 2-on-0. I was a little aggressive,
so I'll learn from it.”
• The Canadiens are expecting to have about 2,500 fans in attendance for Game Six,
which would be the first NHL game in Canada with fans since March 11, 2020.
• “I think to be honest, the fans will deserve that game big time,” Montreal forward Phillip
Danault said. “It's going to be crazy there, it's going to be awesome and I can't wait to be in
front of our fans. We've been waiting for that all year and here we are, Game Six against Toronto
Saturday night at home. It can't get any better than that.”
• “I think everybody knew what the overall message should have been (after the third),” Price
said. “I don't think anybody needed to say anything. Our coach came in and gave us a few
words, but you look around the room and everybody knew what was at stake.”
• “They were desperate and they won every battle and we weren't ready for it,” Toronto
defenceman Jake Muzzin said. “We battled back, but not enough.”
• “Well it wasn't his best, obviously,” Maple Leafs’ head coach Sheldon Keefe said of netminder
Jack Campbell. “He was playing at a really high level for us and today, like our team, [he]
wasn't his best. But he's earned the opportunity and the trust that he will bounce back for us.”
• Maple Leafs’ forward William Nylander had his goal streak end at four games. He had two
assists.
• Montreal forward Phillip Danault won 19 of 29 face-offs (65.5 percent).
• Canadiens’ defenceman Jeff Petry had six hits and six blocked shots in 24:23 of ice time.

Monday, May 31

OVERTIME

FIRST PERIOD
NO SCORING

Penalties ― None

 C Nick Suzuki MTL  D Jake Muzzin

C Cuthbert, C Simpson

TORONTO 2 @ MONTREAL 3

1900 ET on HNIC, NBCSN

MONTREAL 3 @ TORONTO 1
FIRST PERIOD
NO SCORING
Penalties ― None
SECOND PERIOD
1. MONTREAL, Brendan Gallagher 1 (Eric Staal) 3:02
2. MONTREAL, Corey Perry 2 (Nick Suzuki, Erik Gustafsson) 15:25 PPG

Shots on goal by
MAPLE LEAFS
9
6
15
13
43
CANADIENS
15
6
8
3
31
TORONTO, Jack Campbell; MONTREAL, Carey Price
Power play: TOR ― 0 for 4 3 for 21 in series • MTL ― 2 for 4 2 for 18 in series
Referees: Eric Furlatt, Kevin Pollock
Linesmen: Scott Cherrey, Kiel Murchison
2,500 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at Centre Bell
THE FIRST NHL GAME IN CANADA WITH FANS IN ATTENDANCE SINCE 11 MARCH 2020
• Canadiens are hoping to avoid losing three games on home ice in a single StanleyCup
Playoff series for just the 6th time in history. Those five times came in 1980 Quarter-Final v.
North Stars, 1985 Adams Division Final v. Nordiques, 1987 Wales Conference Final v. Flyers,
1996 Eastern Conf. QF v. Rangers and 2006 Eastern QF v. Hurricanes. It’s worth noting that
Montreal dropped three “home games” in the bubble in 2020 v. Flyers.
• This series marks the first time in Stanley Cup Playoff history that a team — the Canadiens
— has reached Game Six of a series without getting a single point from its blueline.

 G Carey Price MTL  G Jack Campbell TOR  C Jesperi Kotkaniemi MTL
• Canadiens did not get their first shot in overtime until 11:17 had been played.
• Montreal became the first team in Stanley Cup Playoff history to win consecutive
potential-elimination games after surrendering a multi-goal, third-period lead in both contests.
• The only other time Canadiens and Maple Leafs reached a Game Seven came in the 1964 SF,
when Dave Keon scored three for Toronto, helping them advance to the Stanley Cup Final.
• The Canadiens became the ninth team in Stanley Cup Playoff history — and second in as
many years — to win two straight games in overtime while facing elimination. The Flyers
achieved the feat in Game Five and Game 6 of the 2020 Second Round against the Islanders.
• Montreal netminder Carey Price made 41 saves overall to improve to 9-6 in 15 career
appearances in which Montreal faced elimination. His nine career wins when facing elimination
are the most in franchise history. Henrik Lundqvist (16-11 in 27 GP) is the only active
goaltender with more career wins in that scenario (also the highest such total in SCP history).
• Jesperi Kotkaniemi, 20, and Nick Suzuki, 21, have accounted for the overtime winner in each
of the Canadiens’ last two games. They became the first team in history to earn consecutive
overtime victories in a postseason with each winner scored by a player age 21-or-younger.
• “It's pretty remarkable,” Kotkaniemi said. “It was a great feeling, especially with the fans in
the stands.”
• A crowd of about 2,500 was permitted to attend the game, the first among the seven
Canada-based NHL teams with fans since 11 March 2020.
• “It was pretty cool going out for warmups and seeing them, seeing the towels go,” Canadiens’
forward Tyler Toffoli said. “They were fired up and they definitely gave us that emotion to start
the game. And I thought we played really good. Obviously, a couple of tough bounces, but we
stuck with it, and obviously a big goal by ‘KK.’”
• “There's no quit in this group, and even though we've given up leads in the last couple games,
we grinded it out,” Canadiens’ captain D Shea Weber said. “Tonight, I thought ‘Pricey’ played
unbelievable. He kept us in it, especially in overtime there when they were pushing, and gave
us a chance, and obviously that made the difference.”
• “Clearly, [Price] is playing very well,” Maple Leafs’ head coach Sheldon Keefe said. “He's the
backbone of their team, we knew that going in, but I don't feel like our guys are intimidated by
any means…We're not getting a great deal of great looks at the goaltender, especially here
tonight. We've got to do a better job of getting inside and making it hard on him. You look at a
lot of the goals and the way they're going in, they are hitting off bodies and redirections and
stuff like that. We've got to focus on those kind of things.”
• “I think it's obviously frustrating losing the game,” Maple Leafs’ forward Auston Matthews said.
“But battling back the way we did, and obviously we had plenty of chances, it's a game of inches
out there in overtime to obviously end the game, and we couldn't get it done. We're going to
move on, and we've got another game here. We're going back home and we've got to be ready.”
• Forward Corey Perry gave the Canadiens a 1-0 lead, shooting into an open net after Toronto
netminder Jack Campbell was unable to cover the puck during a scramble in the crease. Keefe
challenged the play for goaltender interference, but the goal was upheld after a video review,
resulting in a penalty for delay of game. Prior to Perry's goal, the Canadiens were 0-for-15 on
the power play in the series.
• “We weren't really sure how that one would go,” Keefe said of challenging Perry's goal. “But
given what was happening in the game, with the significance of the goal, we thought in the
moment that it was worthy of a challenge, and having confidence in our penalty kill if we needed
to get it done like it has all series for us. Obviously, we end up being 5-on-3, so it doesn't go
the way we want it to.”
• Maple Leafs forward Nick Foligno had three shots, three hits, and was plus-1 in 18:37 after
missing three games with a lower-body injury.
• Canadiens forward Jake Evans had one shot and five hits in 23:05 after missing four games
with an undisclosed injury.

Penalties ― Engvall T 14:44, Armia M 19:59
THIRD PERIOD
3. MONTREAL, Tyler Toffoli 2 (Eric Staal, Philip Danault) 17:22 ENG
4. TORONTO, William Nylander 5 (Auston Matthews, Zach Hyman) 18:24 with extra attacker
Penalties ― Weber M 11:20
Shots on goal by
CANADIENS
12
6
5
23
MAPLE LEAFS
8
6
16
30
MONTREAL, Carey Price; TORONTO, Jack Campbell
Power play: MTL ― 1 for 1 3 for 19 in series • TOR ― 0 for 2 3 for 23 in series
Referees: Brad Meier, Kevin Pollock
Linesmen: Scott Cherrey, Kiel Murchison
550 fully vaccinated, front-line workers — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at Scotiabank Arena
• Prior to this game, a moment of reflection was held, with these words, “Last Thursday, the
world learned of the tragic and unimaginable loss at the Kamloops Indian Residential School,
where the remains of 215 Indigenous children were discovered. The grief, shock, and heartbreak
of this discovery was felt around the world — with added pain for all those who have been
affected by the residential school system, where countless injustices occurred throughout
Canada’s history and in the recent past. The National Hockey League, our Teams, and our Fans
stand with the Indigenous community at this difficult time and affirm the need for true justice
and reconciliation throughout Canada. We remember the 215 children who lost their lives at this
single residential school, as well as all other missing and murdered Indigenous people, many of
whom are still unaccounted for.”
• The Maple Leafs, who will play host to a Game Seven for the first time in 17 years, are 1212 lifetime in Game Sevens. Toronto owns an all-time home win percentage of .875 in Game
Sevens (7-1), tied with the New York Rangers (7-1) for the highest among NHL franchises (min.
5 GP).
• The Canadiens have now earned 14 all-time wins in Game Sevens (14-9), which trails
only the Boston Bruins (15-13) for the most in League history. They have won three of their
past four Game Sevens on the road since 2010, recording victories at Boston, Pittsburgh and
Washington. The club is vying to capture a best-of-seven series it trailed 3-1 for the third time
in franchise history, adding to wins over the Bruins in the 2004 Conference QF and Capitals in
the 2010 Conference QF.
• On the morning of this game, the Government of Ontario announced that it would allow
550 fully vaccinated, front-line workers into this game as spectators.
• This Game Seven marks the 25th instance in history in which two head coaches
will simultaneously contest their first career Game Seven. The last such occurrence was in
the 2019 First Round, when Rod Brind'Amour and the Hurricanes earned a double-overtime
win over Todd Reirden and the Capitals.

 G Carey Price MTL  RW Brendan Gallagher MTL  C William Nylander TOR
• Canadiens advanced after facing a three games-to-one series deficit in a Best-of-Seven
for the third time in franchise history (2004 CQF v. BOS and 2010 CQF v. WSH). The Canucks
are the only other NHL franchise to achieve the feat at least three times (1992 DSF, 1994 CQF
and 2003 CQF).
• Canadiens’ netminder Carey Price earned the sixth series-clinching win of his Stanley Cup
Playoff career, tied with Gump Worsley for fifth-most in franchise history behind Ken
Dryden (19), Patrick Roy (15), Jacques Plante (13) and Georges Vézina (7). Price improved
to 3-1 in career Game Sevens to equal Dryden (3-0) for the most such victories in franchise
history.
• “This is the best team game that we've played this season,” Price said. “I thought we had a
pretty good chance all series, and obviously when we won Game Five to get our second win we
started gathering momentum, and we just kept at it and tried to keep that momentum going
tonight.”
• “I consider myself a little bit of an experienced guy and you seem to realize these playoff series
are hard to win,” Canadiens’ forward Brendan Gallagher said. “That's a heck of a hockey team
on the other side, they competed hard, pushed us to the brink and we had to find out a lot about
ourselves. We've got nothing but respect for those guys over there. For our team to enjoy this
win, continue to grow and build and now we are on to Winnipeg to hopefully do it again.”
• The Maple Leafs have now lost all six of their Stanley Cup Playoff series since defeating the
Ottawa Senators in seven games in the 2004 Eastern Conference Quarterfinals. Toronto also has
lost eight games with a chance to win a series in that span.
• “You've got to give credit to Montreal for the job that they did,” Maple Leafs’ head coach Sheldon
Keefe said. “Our guys were quite devastated after the game so I chose not to speak to the
group after. Really hard to put it into words. We're obviously devastated, disappointed. Expected
better of ourselves, and we think we're capable of a lot more, not just tonight but through the
whole series.”
• “It's just tough,” Toronto netminder Jack Campbell said. “I just think of how hard our team
battled and for it to end on the worst goal of my career, it happened in a Game Seven. It's not
acceptable. The team counts on me to be better, and I know I can be a lot better than that.”
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• “This was huge for our whole team,” Canadiens’ forward Phillip Danault said. “We know we can
play against good players. Everyone did their job, that's how we won, and Price was solid every
single night giving us a chance to win. A lot of pride here, a lot of pride in that dressing room
and we definitely want more now.”
• “I don't think there's much to be said,” said Maple Leafs’ forward Auston Matthews, who
finished the series with one goal in seven games after leading the NHL with 41 in 52 regularseason games. “I'm not really sure how to sum it up. It's extremely frustrating all around.”
• Canadiens’ interim head coach Dominique Ducharme said he felt coming into the game that
Montreal was confident in its ability to complete the comeback with a series win. “We played
Game Five, Game Six the same way,” Ducharme said. “We had our backs to the wall, and for
us tonight it was the same mindset, the same way to prepare. I felt our guys were in the right
place and even more confident than before because we had just won those last two games. It
was not that different of a day for us. I think our guys prepared really well and I think it showed
on the ice.”
• This was the second time the Maple Leafs and Canadiens faced each other in a Game
Seven. The first was Toronto's 3-1 victory in the 1964 Stanley Cup SF.
• The Maple Leafs were without defenceman Jake Muzzin, who sustained a lower-body injury in
Game Six and is expected to need at least three weeks to recover.
• Forward Mitchell Marner, who was second on Toronto this season with 20 goals in 55 games,
did not score in the series, playing seven games.
• “Our guys were devastated after the game,” coach Keefe said. “So I chose not to speak to the
group after.”
• Since 2016-17, the Maple Leafs, with a core of Mitchell Marner, Auston Matthews, William
Nylander and Morgan Rielly, have qualified for the Stanley Cup Playoffs each season and failed
to win a series. Each time, the season ended with a gloomy locker room with players wondering
what happened. “I thought as a group we were confident going into games, and I don't think it
had anything to do with our preparation,” Rielly said. “But obviously there have to be answers.”
• “Especially come playoff time, you want to be the guy to go to and get the team out of the
series,” Marner said. “Multiple looks every single game, and it seems like it just wasn't going
in. Really no excuse. You want that puck to go into the net.”
• For Montreal in the series, centre Tyler Toffoli, 28, had 2g, 3a, 5 pts with a -3 rating and 17
shots on goal to lead the club in scoring. For the Leafs, centre William Nylander, 24, racked up
5g, 3a, 8 pts with a +3 rating to lead the team. Toronto centre Auston Matthews, 23, had a
whopping 35 shots on goal in the series to lead all skaters, scoring just one goal.
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2021 NORTH DIVISION SEMI-FINAL
2

EDMONTON OILERS 72 v.

3

WINNIPEG JETS 63

GM KEN HOLLAND, HC DAVE TIPPETT v. GM KEVIN CHEVELDAYOFF, HC PAUL MAURICE

JETS SWEEP SERIES
Wednesday, May 19

Friday, May 21

1900 MT on HNIC, NBCSN

WINNIPEG 4 @ EDMONTON 1

1900 MT on HNIC, NBCSN

WINNIPEG 1 @ EDMONTON 0

FIRST PERIOD
NO SCORING

OVERTIME

FIRST PERIOD
NO SCORING

Penalties ― None

Penalties ― Bear E 3:37, Khaira E 14:44, Perreault W 16:34

SECOND PERIOD
1. EDMONTON, Jesse Puljujarvi 1 (Tyson Barrie, Darnell Nurse) 8:24
2. WINNIPEG, Tucker Poolman 1 (Blake Wheeler, Nate Thompson) 11:01

SECOND PERIOD
NO SCORING
Penalties ― Appleton W Khaira E 17:37

Penalties ― P. Stastny W 15:31
THIRD PERIOD
3. WINNIPEG, Dominic Toninato 1 (Logan Stanley, Nate Thompson) 9:14
4. WINNIPEG, Kyle Connor 1 (Mark Scheifele, Neal Pionk) 18:13 ENG
5. WINNIPEG, Blake Wheeler 1 (Kyle Connor, Mark Scheifele) 18:45 ENG
Penalties ― None
Shots on goal by
JETS
6
8
8
22
OILERS
6
16
11
33
WINNIPEG, Connor Hellebuyck; EDMONTON, Mike Smith

THIRD PERIOD
NO SCORING
Penalties ― P. Stastny W 2:05, Stanley W 3:44
FIRST OVERTIME PERIOD
1. WINNIPEG, Paul Stastny 1 (Andrew Copp) 4:06 GWG
Penalties ―

Power play: WPG ― 0 for 0 • EDM ― 0 for 1
Referees: Graham Skilliter, Kevin Pollock
Linesmen: Steve Barton, Mark Shewchyk
No fans in attendance — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at Rogers Place
• During this regular season, the Oilers and Jets faced each other nine times. The Oilers won
seven of the nine, including the last six in a row. Edmonton outscored Winnipeg,
34-22, in those nine contests.
• The Oilers were led in scoring this season by centre Connor McDavid, 24. McDavid had 33g,
72a, 105 pts with a +21 rating in 56 games. He won the NHL’s Art Ross Trophy. With 57 PIM, D
Darnell Nurse, 25, led the Oilers.
• McDavid recorded 21 more points than second-place teammate Leon Draisaitl to win the NHL’s
Art Ross Trophy. That’s the biggest gap since Kings’ C Wayne Gretzky finished 32 points ahead
of Blues’ RW Brett Hull in 1990-91.
• Winnipeg’s leading scorer this season was 27-year old centre Mark Scheifele, who had 21g,
42a, 63 pts with a -4 rating in 56 games. With 50 penalty minutes, RW Blake Wheeler, 34, led
the Jets in penalty minutes.
• The Oilers hold the best series winning percentage (.673) and playoff game winning
percentage (.597) in Stanley Cup Playoff history.
• Edmonton is 13-1 in 14 all-time series versus Canadian teams in the Stanley Cup Playoffs
(.929 W), with their only loss against the Calgary Flames in the 1986 Smythe Division Final. The
Oilers’ last such meeting in the opening round came against the Flames in the 1991 Smythe
Division SF when Esa Tikkanen (3g, 1a) completed a hat trick in overtime as Edmonton rallied
from a three-goal deficit to win Game Seven.
• Josh Archibald (2017 PIT) and Alex Chiasson (2018 WSH) are the only Stanley Cup winners
currently with the Oilers. GM Ken Holland won three Stanley Cups as general manager of the
Red Wings (1998, 2002 & 2008) and was assistant general manager when the club claimed the
championship in 1997.
• Jets’ forward Blake Wheeler is the all-time franchise leader in playoff assists and points.
Wheeler (born in Plymouth, MN) can become the first player born outside Canada to captain
one of the active Canadian NHL franchises to a Stanley Cup.
• Jets’ head coach Paul Maurice, who has served the most regular-season games as an NHL head
coach without winning a championship, reached the Stanley Cup Final with the Carolina
Hurricanes in 2002. Jets’ assistant coach Charlie Huddy won five Cups as a defenceman with
the Oilers (1984, 1985, 1987, 1988 & 1990), while fellow Jets’ assistant Dave Lowry, father
of Jets’ forward Adam Lowry, skated in the Final twice (1996 w/ FLA and 2004 w/ CGY).

 G Connor Hellebuyck WPG  D Dominic Toniato WPG  RW Jesse Puljujarvi EDM
• Oilers’ captain C Connor McDavid recorded 22 of his 105 points in 2020-21 against the Jets
(7g, 15, 22 pts in 9 GP). The last player with more points versus one opponent in a single regular
season was Chicago’s Denis Savard in 1987-88 against the Minnesota North Stars (8g, 15a, 23
pts in 8 GP).
• The original Jets had six head-to-head Stanley Cup Playoff meetings with the Oilers in
the 1980s and early 1990s, going 0-6 in those series. The Jets enjoyed success against
Edmonton when it played in the WHA prior to joining the NHL in 1979-80, capturing the Avco
World Trophy three times over seven seasons (1976, 1978 & 1979) including a six-game victory
versus the Oilers in the WHA’s final championship series before both clubs joined the NHL.
• “I just thought it was a good team game tonight,” Jets’ goaltender Connor Hellebuyck said.
“Our details were right, and our offensive game came when it needed to. It was a great team
win tonight.”
• “I think we had some nerves and some jitters in the first period,” Oilers’ captain C Connor
McDavid said. “We kind of got through that even, but then I thought we took over in the second
and did a lot of good things. We put a lot of pucks on net and hemmed them in there for chunks
at a time. You'd like to come out of that period with a lead, but ultimately that wasn't the case.
The third period was back and forth, and a tight hockey game, and they get a bounce and that's
the way it goes.”
• “I thought that both teams were actually tentative in some of their play with the puck early,
which is understandable,” Jets’ head coach Paul Maurice said. “It was a little more physical at
times so there weren't a lot of plays made. And then neither team generated much off the rush,
which is prototypical of playoff hockey. I thought they did a better job getting to our crease and
scrumming pucks. Where Connor [Hellebuyck] was really good was within two feet of the blue
paint. I think that's an area we have to improve on.”
• “I think I just tried to work hard and make good plays and play smart,” Puljujarvi said. “It was
a hard game and hopefully we can win the next one.”
• “It's an exciting time and I'm just happy to help the team out,” F Dominic Toninato said. “It
was a good team win tonight, but it was only one of four. We have to be ready to go for the
next game.”
• Toninato was in the line-up for forward Pierre-Luc Dubois, who sustained an undisclosed injury
in the final regular-season game against the Toronto Maple Leafs on Friday. Toninato played in
the final two games of the season for the Jets and scored his first NHL playoff goal.
• “If you're going to have success in the playoffs you're going to have guys step up,” Jets’ forward
Blake Wheeler said. “I think [Toninato] since he's been playing for us the last few games has
really opened some eyes and has just been a great asset for us. It's huge to get contributions
from your entire lineup and those guys some confidence for sure.”
• “It's playoff hockey, it's tight,” Oilers’ head coach Dave Tippett said. “They got a break on the
winning goal and the first empty-net goal, it hits the referee. That's the way things go, it's going
to be tight and you have to capitalize on some chances. There are some things we can do better,
some execution things, but that's how it's going to be, it's going to be tight hockey.”
• The Jets played without Nikolaj Ehlers, who tied for third on Winnipeg with 46 points (21 goals,
25 assists) in 47 games. The forward missed the final nine games of the regular season with an
upper-body injury. Ehlers and F Pierre-Luc Dubois took part in the ' morning skate but each
wore a non-contact jersey.

Shots on goal by
JETS
17
8
10
1
36
OILERS
11
12
11
4
38
WINNIPEG, Connor Hellebuyck; EDMONTON, Mike Smith
Power play: WPG ― 0 for 2 0 for 2 in series • EDM ― 0 for 3 0 for 4 in series
Referees: Graham Skilliter, Marc Joannette
Linesmen: Mark Shewchyk, Steve Barton
No fans in attendance — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at Rogers Place

 C Paul Stastny WPG  G Connor Hellebuyck WPG  G Mike

Smith EDM

• Winnipeg netminder Connor Hellebuyck is one of four goaltenders to have the decision for each
of the first 13 playoff victories by an active NHL franchise, following Georges Vézina (17 w/
MTL), Marc-André Fleury (16 w/ VEG) and John Vanbiesbrouck (13 w/ FLA). Clint
Benedict also had the first 15 for the now-defunct Ottawa Senators/St. Louis Eagles.
• Hellebuyck recorded his third career postseason shutout and first since the 2018 First Round
against Minnesota, when he posted back-to-back shutouts in Game Four and Game Five.
• In overtime, Jets’ forward Paul Stastny scored from the top of the right face-off circle after
taking a pass from Andrew Copp just inside the Oilers’ blue line. ”The play started in the D-zone
and the puck was in the corner,” Stastny said. “And [Tucker Poolman] chipped it past their
guy and so then I just started picking up speed knowing we'd have a 2-on-2 or 3-on-3. Once
[Copp] middle-lane drove and kicked it out to me, at first I was going to kind of look for him,
but once he slashed across, I figure I would try to use the [defenceman] as a screen and just
try to put the puck on net. I feel like in overtime, whether you're trying to score or you're trying
to generate offense, sometimes that's the easiest way to do it, and the puck had eyes and
fortunately it went it.”
• “It's fun to be a part of a game like that, that's what you want, obviously a tight-checking game,
0-0,” Oilers’ captain C Connor McDavid said. “I thought we had some good chances. We have
to find a way to bear down and get one.”
• McDavid, who led the NHL with 105 points (33 goals, 72 assists) in the regular season, and Leon
Draisaitl, who was second with 84 points (31 goals, 53 assists), each was held without a point
for a second consecutive game. McDavid went two games without a point once during the
regular season, in three straight losses to the Toronto Maple Leafs (Feb. 27-March 3). Draisaitl
went two games without a point three times (Jan 16-18 against Montreal Canadiens, Feb. 27March 1 against Toronto, April 8-10 against Ottawa Senators and Calgary Flames).
• “There is a cost to it, we're not generating a tremendous amount of offense in the game,” Jets’
head coach Paul Maurice said. “That's the price that has to be paid to be on the right side
[defensively] for the most part, and if you're not, to make sure the puck stays on the outside.
We've had to give a little up to give ourselves a chance — those guys are so dangerous and so
elite — and when we haven't, then Connor Hellebuyck has been.”
• It was the first time the Jets went into a playoff overtime at 0-0. It was the third time for
the Oilers. The previous two times Edmonton went into overtime 0-0 in the playoffs, they
defeated the Dallas Stars 1-0 in Game Five of the 1997 First Round and lost 1-0 in Game Three
of the 1998 Second Round to the Stars.
• “I think it's been a group effort [defensively], we have to play as a group of five and our
defensemen are doing a really good job,” Jets’ captain F Blake Wheeler said. “We're trying to
come back and give them help and let our goalie see the puck. It's a good job by everyone back
there and [Hellebuyck] made some good saves tonight.”
• “Tonight we still had our looks,” Oilers’ forward Ryan Nugent-Hopkins said. “We have to find
a way to break through. I think the confidence in the room is still there to do that.”
• Pierre-Luc Dubois returned for the Jets after missing Game One with an undisclosed injury,
sustained in the final game of the regular season on 14 May, against the Maple Leafs. The
forward had four hits and blocked a shot in 13:05 of ice time.

Monday, May 24

2045 CT on HNIC, NBCSN

EDMONTON 3 @ WINNIPEG 4

OVERTIME

FIRST PERIOD
1. WINNIPEG, Mark Scheifele 1 (Blake Wheeler, Josh Morrissey) 6:16 PPG
2. EDMONTON, Connor McDavid 1 (Leon Draisaitl, Jesse Puljujarvi) 7:33
3. WINNIPEG, Mason Appleton 1 (Josh Morrissey, Adam Lowry) 15:56
Penalties ― Larsson E 4:31, Haas E 16:39, Draisaitl E 19:17
SECOND PERIOD
4. EDMONTON, Ryan Nugent-Hopkins 1 (Zack Kassian, Adam Larsson) 3:44
5. EDMONTON, Alex Chiasson 1 (Leon Draisaitl, Ryan Nugent-Hopkins) 16:37 PPG
Penalties ― Pionk W 6:41, Dubois W 15:09, Stanley W 17:24, Morrissey W 19:16
THIRD PERIOD
6. WINNIPEG, Mark Scheifele 2 (Kyle Connor, Blake Wheeler) 6:01
Penalties ― None
FIRST OVERTIME PERIOD
NO SCORING
Penalties ― Yamamoto E 4:29
SECOND OVERTIME PERIOD
NO SCORING
Penalties ― None
THIRD OVERTIME PERIOD
7. WINNIPEG, Kyle Connor 2 (Neal Pionk) 6:52 GWG

Sunday, May 23

Penalties ― Haas E 4:32

1830 CT on HNIC, NBCSN

EDMONTON 4 @ WINNIPEG 5

OVERTIME

FIRST PERIOD
1. EDMONTON, Leon Draisaitl 1 (Slater Koekkoek, Connor McDavid) 6:33
2. EDMONTON, Leon Draisaitl 2 (Kailer Yamamoto, Connor McDavid) 9:10 PPG
Penalties ― Dubois W 7:45, Thompson W 8:59
SECOND PERIOD
3. WINNIPEG, Nikolai Ehlers 1 (Pierre-Luc Dubois, Neal Pionk) 17:13 PPG
4. EDMONTON, Zack Kassian 1 (Leon Draisaitl, Connor McDavid) 18:17
Penalties ― Khaira W 8:10, Nurse E 15:56
5.
6.
7.
8.

THIRD PERIOD
EDMONTON, Jujhar Khaira 1 (Adam Larsson, Devin Shore) 4:43
WINNIPEG, Mathieu Perreault 1 (Andrew Copp, Pierre-Luc Dubois) 11:41 PPG
WINNIPEG, Blake Wheeler 2 (Josh Morrissey, Mark Scheifele) 14:28
WINNIPEG, Josh Morrissey 1 (Adam Lowry) 14:44

Penalties ― DeMelo W 5:28, Archibald E 11:11
FIRST OVERTIME PERIOD
9. WINNIPEG, Nikolaj Ehlers 2 (Paul Stastny) 9:13 GWG
Penalties ― None
Shots on goal by
OILERS
17
13
11
7
48
JETS
7
11
12
7
37
EDMONTON, Mike Smith; WINNIPEG, Connor Hellebuyck
Power play: EDM ― 1 for 3 1 for 7 in series • WPG ― 2 for 3 2 for 5 in series
Referees: Marc Joannette, Brad Meier
Linesmen: Steve Barton, David Brisebois
No fans in attendance — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at Bell MTS Place
• Despite being held off the score sheet through the first two games of the series, Oilers’ captain
C Connor McDavid enters Game Three having recorded an NHL-leading 46 road points during
the 2020-21 regular season (13g, 33a, 46 pts in 28 GP). Additionally, his 14 points in Winnipeg
this season (4g, 10a, 14 pts in 5 GP) were the most by any player on the road against a single
opponent in 2020-21.

 LW Nikolai Ehlers WPG  D Josh Morrissey

WPG

 C Leon Draisaitl EDM

• The Jets became the 10th team in Stanley Cup Playoff history to win a game in which it trailed
by three or more goals in the final 10 minutes of the third period. Only two other clubs in the
last 20 years have achieved the feat: the Maple Leafs in Game Four of the 2020 Stanley Cup
Qualifiers v. CBJ and the Ducks in Game Five of the 2017 Second Round v. EDM.
• After scoring each of Edmonton's first two goals, Leon Draisaitl (11g, 13a, 24 pts) now trails
only Wayne Gretzky (18g, 26a, 44 pts), Jari Kurri (8g, 20a, 28 pts) and Glenn Anderson (8g,
18a, 26 pts) for the most points among Oilers through 20 career playoff games.
• “That's our team. I mean, we don't give up,” Jets’ hero F Nikolai Ehlers said. “We showed a
battle at the end, and it paid off.” It was Ehlers' first game since 24 April because of an upperbody injury. “You always dream of scoring these kinds of goals,” said Ehlers, who had scored
two goals in 25 Stanley Cup Playoff games entering Sunday. “But for me, tonight, it was a matter
of getting out there, play simple and use my speed as much as possible. But you know, this was
a team effort. A full, I don't know how many minutes we played, but a full 70-plus good effort.
Great game and it's exciting.”
• “We're in a good spot obviously, up 4-1,” Oilers’ captain C Connor McDavid said. “They go on
the power play, and we can't get a kill and kind of gave them a lifeline there, and they took
advantage, obviously. We're not going to roll over and play dead on these guys. We've got to
find a way to get a win tomorrow night and we'll take it from there.”
• “Four goals in a playoff game should be enough to win the game,” Oilers’ F Leon Draisaitl said.
“That's not an issue to score goals. We know how to do it. We've done it all year. It's on the
other side of the puck, we obviously have to figure it out.”
• “Two huge goals, for sure, but also kind of that positivity he brings, that energy,” Winnipeg head
coach Paul Maurice said. “He's been off an awfully long time and then to step into playoff
hockey, so difficult to do. Almost symbolic of the year that he had for us. Nikolaj had a brilliant
year here and he's kept it going. We're clearly happy to have him back.”
• “Any time you lose a game in the playoffs it stings,” Oilers’ defenceman Darnell Nurse said.
“Any time you lose a game in the series it stings, especially this time of the year. Your back's
against the wall the way ours is right now, it doesn't feel good. But we still have the ability to
control our fate here, so we've just got to come back tomorrow and play. That's it.”

© Steve Lansky 2021

Shots on goal by
OILERS
5
12
6
6
8
3
JETS
12
6
5
10
7
3
EDMONTON, Mike Smith; WINNIPEG, Connor Hellebuyck

40
43

Power play: EDM ― 1 for 4 2 for 11 in series • WPG ― 1 for 5 3 for 10 in series
Referees: Eric Furlatt, Brad Meier
Linesmen: Scott Cherrey, David Brisebois
No fans in attendance — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at Bell MTS Place
• Oilers trying to become just the fifth team to come back from a three games-to-none series
deficit in the Stanley Cup Playoffs.
• Edmonton Oilers forward Josh Archibald has been suspended for one game for clipping
Winnipeg Jets defenceman Logan Stanley during Game Three. The incident occurred at 11:09
of the third period. Archibald was assessed a minor penalty for tripping.
• This was Edmonton’s fourth triple overtime game in franchise history (also Game Four of
1999 CQF v. DAL (117:34), Game One of 1990 SCF @ BOS (115:13) and Game Three of 2006
CSF v. SJS (102:24).

 C Mark

Scheifele WPG

 RW Blake Wheeler WPG  C Leon Draisaitl EDM

• Winnipeg became the fourth team in Stanley Cup Playoff history to overcome a third-period
deficit in consecutive games to complete a series sweep, joining Dallas (1999 CQF v. EDM),
Chicago (1995 CSF v. VAN) and Montreal (1944 SCF v. CHI).
• The Jets are the fifth club to sweep the team with the Art Ross Trophy winner (since
the award was introduced in 1947-48). The others: Columbus (2019 R1 v. Nikita Kucherov TB),
Edmonton (1990 DF v. Wayne Gretzky LAK), NY Islanders (1983 SCF v. Wayne Gretzky EDM)
& Montreal (1960 SF v. Bobby Hull CHI). Winnipeg is also the third team to do so in
the opening round.
• Jets’ forward Kyle Connor won it on a breakaway after receiving a stretch pass from D Neal
Pionk, who forced a turnover by Connor McDavid in Winnipeg's zone to complete the longest
game in Jets/Atlanta Thrashers history (106:52 of action) and reach the second round for the
second time (2018) since relocating from Atlanta in 2011.
• “[Pionk] made a great play,” Connor said. “He was on McDavid there, just to get his stick on
it and whack it up the boards, and I saw it coming and tried to skate as fast as I can. It's our
mentality, the whole overtime, just get pucks to the net and just shoot that one and, yeah, that
one feels pretty good.”
• “You don't want to miss out on that opportunity to close a team out, especially a team that's
capable of coming back (and) winning four games straight as Edmonton,” said Winnipeg
captain F Blake Wheeler, who had two assists. “I mean, razor-thin margin. They easily could
have won every one of those games.”
• “It definitely didn't feel like a sweep, that's for sure,” Jets’ forward Mark Scheifele said. “We
grind every single game. There was no easy ice out there. They played fantastic too. They came
back in games. They pushed us to the limit, but we just were on the right side of it for those
four games. It was a battle each and every game. Every shift it was a battle.”
• “Everyone put everything they had into it,” McDavid said. “Definitely proud of everyone. I
thought we were the better team most of the night, too. Just frustrating, but that's the way it
goes. It's a weird series, it's a weird sweep for sure. You don't usually see them like that, but it
is what it is.”
• “Josh Morrissey, when the rest of the group looked fatigued tonight, he got stronger,” Jets’
head coach Paul Maurice said. “He killed the play when everybody else was gassed on the ice
and then came into the hole and got faster on the ice…He defended against the best player in
the world and he put up points and he scores the tying goal last night (5-4 overtime win in Game
Three). You can play against Connor McDavid and you can score probably the series' biggest
goal. Even though the overtime goals were huge, that goal may have changed the face of the
series.”
• “Every time you don't win the last game of the year then it's disappointing,” Edmonton coach
Dave Tippett said. “But I thought our team took some strides this year. We were expecting
more in the playoffs. It was a tight, tight series. We couldn't find a way to get on top of it. I give
our players credit, they battled hard. That's not an easy game. We didn't get the result we
wanted last night. You come in here and you've got to play a back-to-back, and a lot of players
played real well. It's just disappointing we couldn't get the win.”
• It was the first time the Jets swept a playoff series in their history.
• In this series, the Jets were led in scoring by C Mark Scheifele, 27, and RW Blake Wheeler,
34. Each had 2g, 3a, 5 pts. For the Oilers, C Leon Draisaitl 2g, 3a, 5 pts with a -2 rating.
• In this series, Jets’ netminder Connor Hellebuyck had a 1.60 GAA and .950 sv pct (stopping
143 of the 151 shots he faced. That led all First Round netminders in the League.
• Oilers’ defenceman Darnell Nurse played 62:07, including 15:32 in the first overtime. It is the
most by an Edmonton player since 1997-98, when time on ice was first officially tracked. And
just hours after the game ended, Nurse’s wife, Mikayla, gave birth to their son Aiden — with
Darnell having flown home from Winnipeg and raced to the hospital.
• And on the day after this game, Wayne Gretzky, 60, resigned as the vice chairman of the Oilers.
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2021 EAST DIVISION FINAL
3

BOSTON BRUINS 73 v. 4 NEW YORK ISLANDERS 71
GM DON SWEENEY, HC BRUCE CASSIDY v. GM LOU LAMORIELLO, HC BARRY TROTZ

ISLANDERS WIN SERIES IN 6
Saturday, May 29

2000 ET on SN360, NBC

Forslund, Micheletti, McGuire

NEW YORK 2 @ BOSTON 5

Monday, May 31

1930 ET on SN1, NBCSN

NEW YORK 4 @ BOSTON 3

FIRST PERIOD
1. NEW YORK, Anthony Beauvillier 4 (Noah Dobson, Jordan Eberle) 11:48 PPG
2. BOSTON, David Pastrnak 3 (David Krejci, Patrice Bergeron) 19:36 PPG
Penalties ― McAvoy B 11:02, Greene N 19:27

FIRST PERIOD
1. BOSTON, Charlie Coyle 2 (Nick Ritchie, Karson Kuhlman) 2:38
Penalties ― Eberle N 6:23

SECOND PERIOD
3. BOSTON, David Pastrnak 4 (Patrice Bergeron, Brad Marchand) 11:08
4. NEW YORK, Adam Pelech 1 (Jordan Eberle, Leo Komarov) 12:34

SECOND PERIOD
2. NEW YORK, Josh Bailey 4 (Kyle Palmieri, Brock Nelson) 6:52 PPG
3. NEW YORK, Kyle Palmieri 4 (Nick Leddy, Jean-Gabriel Pageau) 11:00
4. NEW YORK, Jean-Gabriel Pageau 2 (Anthony Beauvillier, Mathew Barzal) 17:21 PPG

Penalties ― Ritchie B 2:37

Penalties ― Pastrnak B 5:09, Martin N Ritchie B 12:09, Carlo B 15:56, Pelech N Ritchie B 20:00

THIRD PERIOD
5. BOSTON, Charlie McAvoy 1 (David Krejci) 6:20
6. BOSTON, David Pastrnak 5 (unassisted) 15:50
7. BOSTON, Taylor Hall 3 (David Krejci, Mike Reilly) 18:35 PPG ENG

THIRD PERIOD
5. BOSTON, Patrice Bergeron 4 (Brad Marchand, David Pastrnak) 10:34
6. BOSTON, Brad Marchand 4 (Charlie McAvoy) 15:06 PPG
Penalties ― Islanders’ bench (served by Eberle) 14:39, Reilly B 15:50

Penalties ― Bruins’ bench (served by Ritchie) 4:02, Barzal N 16:43
Shots on goal by
ISLANDERS
8
4
10
22
BRUINS
18
12
10
40
NEW YORK, Ilya Sorokin (1.95 GAA • .943 sv pct in First Round); BOSTON, Tuukka Rask (1.81 • .941)
Power play: NYI ― 1 for 3 4 for 19 SCP • BOS ― 2 for 2 7 for 21 SCP
Referees: Francis Charron, Francois St. Laurent
Linesmen: Bryan Pancich, Andrew Smith
17,400 at TD Garden
• During this regular season, the Bruins and Islanders met eight times. New York won each
of the first time meetings. Boston won each of the last three. The Islanders outscored the Bruins,
21-18, over the eight games.
• Islanders’ netminder Ilya Sorokin has won each of his first four career playoff appearances, one
of only 10 goaltenders in NHL history to achieve that feat — a list topped by Bruins’ great and
Hockey Hall of Famer Tiny Thompson, who won each of his first seven career playoff games
from 1929 to 1930.
• Entering this series, Barry Trotz (76-73 in 149 GC), who will face the Bruins in the postseason
for the first time, needs one game coached to surpass Pat Burns — Boston's head coach during
the 1998 and 1999 playoffs — for sole possession of 11th place in Stanley Cup Playoff history.
Trotz also needs one win to surpass Peter Laviolette (76-72) for sole possession of 14th place
in SCP history.

 RW David Pastrnak BOS  C David Krejci BOS  C Patrice

Bergeron BOS

• The attendance was 17,400 — the largest crowd in the NHL this season.
• Bruins’ forward David Pastrnak scored the second Stanley Cup Playoff hat trick of his career
(also Game Two of 2018 R1), which trails only Phil Esposito (4), Cam Neely (3)
and Johnny Bucyk (3) for the most in Bruins’ history.
• “It seems like he rises to the occasion every time he's asked to,” Bruins’ captain F Patrice
Bergeron said of Pastrnak. “I think he's one of those guys [who] brings that energy, but also
he loves to get the crowd going. It seems kind of fitting for him to have one of those nights with
the fans back in the building.”
• “Obviously, he's feeling it,” Boston head coach Bruce Cassidy said of Pastrnak. “He broke
through [against] Washington late, had plenty of opportunities, so that was the good news. It
was only a matter of time. That line's (Pastrnak, Bergeron and Brad Marchand) really
humming.”
• Ilya Sorokin made 35 saves for the Islanders but lost for the first time in five playoff starts.
• “We're going to need more from our lines,” New York head coach Barry Trotz said. “I really felt
that I only had really one line [that] was on top of their game. The other lines had spurts. Right
through our whole lineup, we're going to have to be much better.”
• “Anything can happen in the playoffs,” Boston defenceman Charlie McAvoy said. “…The smallest
little thing can lead to huge shifts in the game. We had that penalty, and I think the overall
mindset on our bench was, 'Let's kill this thing off and go back to work.' I thought we were
playing well before that happened. We were able to do that. Sure enough, you take sort of a
nothing play, just a point shot, and it turns into a goal, and then [Pastrnak is] able to get us
an insurance goal there with his skill, and we were able to get the job done.”
• “I think we've just got to stick to what we do best and our game plan and what brought us here,”
Islanders’ forward Anthony Beauvillier said. “Obviously, they're a really good team, and the
further you're going to go in the playoffs, the harder the games are going to get and the harder
it will be to win. They obviously have a lot of firepower up front and, yeah, they're good players
and they want to score goals, and it's going to be our job to defend better and obviously create
more offence.”
• “It's a different sport with them in the building,” Pastrnak said of the fans. “It definitely kind of
warms your heart and kind of reminds you why you play this sport. It was awesome to have
them back. Just coming on for warmups, it was so much fun. They [were] our seventh player
all night. Really good job by them. I enjoyed it a lot.”
• Boston defenceman Jeremy Lauzon returned after missing four games because of an upperbody injury. He had three hits in 18:18.
• Islanders forward Oliver Wahlstrom missed a second straight game with an undisclosed injury.

Thursday, June 3

1930 ET on HNIC, NBCSN

BOSTON 2 @ NEW YORK 1

OVERTIME

FIRST PERIOD
1. BOSTON, Craig Smith 2 (Taylor Hall, Matt Grzelcyk) 5:52

FIRST OVERTIME PERIOD
7. NEW YORK, Casey Cizikas 1 (unassisted) 14:48 GWG
Penalties ― None
Shots on goal by
ISLANDERS
6
11
13
9
39
BRUINS
15
10
11
6
42
NEW YORK, Semyon Varlamov; BOSTON, Tuukka Rask
Power play: NYI ― 2 for 3 3 for 6 series 6 for 22 SCP • BOS ― 1 for 2 3 for 4 series 8 for 23 SCP
Referees: Gord Dwyer, Dan O’Rourke
Linesmen: Michel Cormier, Matt MacPherson
17,400 at TD Garden
• Tuukka Rask is the first goaltender to tend the crease in 100 career Stanley Cup Playoff
games with the Bruins. He is just the third active netminder in the NHL to reach the career
benchmark (also Marc-André Fleury and Henrik Lundqvist).

 C Casey

Cizikas NYI

 LW Brad

Marchand BOS

 C Patrice

Bergeron BOS

• Bruins’ forward Patrice Bergeron scored his 46th career playoff goal and tie Phil Esposito for
second place on the Bruins’ all-time list.
• Brad Marchand factored on Patrice Bergeron’s goal to record his 60 th career playoff assist and
match Johnny Bucyk for fifth place on the Bruins’ all-time list.
• Brad Marchand scored his 41st career playoff goal and surpass David Krejci and Johnny Bucyk
(both w/ 40) for sole possession of fifth place on the Bruins’ all-time list.
• ith his second point of the game, Brad Marchand has become the seventh player to record 100
career postseason points with Bruins, joining Ray Bourque, David Krejci, Patrice Bergeron,
Phil Esposito, Rick Middleton and Johnny Bucyk.
• The Islanders have earned wins in each of their first three-or-more overtime games in
a playoff year for the fifth time in franchise history. The other instances were in 1993 (4-0),
2016 (3-0), 1980 (3-0) and 1979 (3-0).
• Islanders’ forward Casey Cizikas won it on a breakaway after a turnover by defenceman Jeremy
Lauzon at the Bruins’ blueline. It was his first goal in the Stanley Cup Playoffs since Game Four
of the 2015 Eastern Conference First Round against the Washington Capitals. “It's been a real
long time,” Cizikas said. “You're just trying to do the right things in overtime, be in the right
spots. I was lucky enough for that puck to pop off in the middle there and give me an opportunity
to get that one. “You definitely think about it. You want to contribute, you want to score goals.
But at the end of the day, that's not our line's (Cizikas, Matt Martin, Cal Clutterbuck) goal.
We want to create havoc out there, we want to create momentum for the line after us and put
them in good spots. It was definitely nice, but we're going to keep working, we're going to keep
doing what makes us successful as a line, and that's working hard and grinding it out.”
• Semyon Varlamov made 39 saves in his first start since Game Three of the First Round, a 5-4
loss to the Pittsburgh Penguins on 20 May. Varlamov went 5-1-0 against Boston during the
regular season. “It was a pretty easy decision,” Islanders’ head coach Barry Trotz said. “We
have two really good goaltenders…[Varlamov's] a veteran, he's not scared of these moments
and he's been a rock for us all year.”
• “[Stuff] happens,” Boston forward Brad Marchand said of Lauzon's turnover. “He's a great
player for us. He competes very hard and he's out there every night working his butt off and
competing for the group. We all make mistakes, we've all been there. It's tough when it happens
to you, but we're going to bounce back. It's not the end of the world, it's 1-1 and we've just to
work with that next one. It's all about how we regroup in here and move forward. That's the
thing about playoffs, you've got to kind of be like an elephant and have a quick memory and
just worry about the next day.”
• “Third period was better where we went low-to-high, getting that part of our offence activated
and involved,” Boston head coach Bruce Cassidy said. “We did a better job, but not good enough
early on, and obviously at the end it cost us.”
• The Islanders are expected to have 12,000 fans at Nassau Coliseum for Game Three,
which would be their largest crowd of the season. “It's going to be exciting,” Cizikas said. “We
know how that barn rocks, and we're going to build off of that crowd and we're looking forward
to it.”
• Bruins forward Karlson Kuhlman had an assist in 12:51 of ice time playing in place of Craig
Smith, who sustained a lower-body injury in Game One.
• Islanders’ forward Oliver Wahlstrom missed his third straight game because of a lower-body
injury.

Saturday, June 5

1915 ET on HNIC, NBC

BOSTON 1 @ NEW YORK 4

Penalties ― Marchand B 11:08

FIRST PERIOD
NO SCORING

SECOND PERIOD
NO SCORING
Penalties ― Pastrnak B 8:12

Penalties ― Hall B Mayfield N (majors) 7:28, Tinordi B Martin N (majors) Barzal N 9:23

THIRD PERIOD
2. NEW YORK, Matthew Barzal 1 (Kyle Palmieri, Ryan Pulock) 14:34

SECOND PERIOD
1. BOSTON, David Krejci 1 (Brad Marchand, David Pastrnak) 3:57 PPG
2. NEW YORK, Kyle Palmieri 5 (Mathew Barzal, Jordan Eberle) 6:38

Penalties ― Greene N 1:38, Bailey N 11:04, Kuraly B 17:45
FIRST OVERTIME PERIOD
3. BOSTON, Brad Marchand 5 (Charlie McAvoy, Patrice Bergeron) 3:36 GWG
Penalties ― None
Shots on goal by
BRUINS
5
13
21
2
41
ISLANDERS
7
8
9
5
29
BOSTON, Tuukka Rask; NEW YORK, Semyon Varlamov

Penalties ― Martin N 2:46, Islanders’ bench (served by Eberle) 3:57, Krejci B 11:16, McAvoy B 19:06
THIRD PERIOD
3. NEW YORK, Mathew Barzal 2 (Scott Mayfield, Noah Dobson) 13:03 GWG
4. NEW YORK, Casey Cizikas 2 (Cal Clutterbuck) 18:57 ENG
5. NEW YORK, Jean-Gabriel Pageau 3 (Leo Komarov) 19:57 ENG
Penalties ― None

Power play: BOS ― 0 for 2 3 for 6 series 8 for 25 SCP • NYI ― 0 for 3 3 for 9 series 6 for 25 SCP
Referees: Brian Pochmara, Kelly Sutherland
Linesmen: Ryan Gibbons, Mark Shewchyk
12,000 at Nassau Veterans Memorial Coliseum
• Entering this game, Islanders F Anthony Beauvillier has collected at least a point in each of his
last six games (4g, 4a, 8 pts). He can become the first Islanders’ player to record a playoff point
streak of seven-or-more games since Mike Bossy (11g, 5a, 16 pts in 9 GP), Bryan Trottier (2g,
11a, 13 pts in 8 GP) and Denis Potvin (3g, 9a, 12 pts in 8 GP) in 1982.
• Boston F Patrice Bergeron (46g, 72a, 118 pts in 156 GP) scored his 46th career playoff goal in
Game Two and can surpass Phil Esposito (46g, 56a, 102 pts in 71 GP) for sole possession
of second place on the Bruins’ all-time list.

 G Tuukka Rask BOS  LW Brad Marchand BOS  G Semyon Varlamov NYI
• Bruins’ forward Brad Marchand, who also scored the overtime winner in Game Two of the First
Round, recorded his second overtime goal of the 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs. Only three players
in history have registered more in a single postseason. They are Corey Perry (2017 w/
ANA), Mel Hill (1939 w/ BOS) and Maurice ‘Rocket’ Richard (1951 w/ MTL), who all netted
three.
• Marchand scored his third career overtime goal in the Stanley Cup Playoffs to move into a tie
with Terry O’Reilly and Mel Hill for the second most in Bruins’ history. Teammate and current
captain, Patrice Bergeron (4), is the franchise leader.
• Bruce Cassidy improved to 33-30 as Bruins’ head coach in the Stanley Cup Playoffs,
surpassing Art Ross (32-33-5) for the second-most wins in franchise history and trails
only Claude Julien (57-40).
• In overtime, Marchand took a pass from Bruins’ D Charlie McAvoy and scored with a wrist shot
from a sharp angle close to the left boards. “Obviously not a great one, but any puck, especially
in overtime, has a chance to go in,” Marchand said. “That's always something I think every
team talks about going into overtime is you can't pass up a shot, and that's another example of
it.”
• “I think both teams had some chances,” Boston netminder Tuuka Rask said. “Both power plays,
both penalty kills played well, so it just happened to be a low-scoring game. In the past there's
been some bounces going both ways, kind of a goalie's nightmare, so to speak…Today was a
very tight game.”
• “I've got to watch the replay,” Islanders’ goaltender Semyon Varlamov said of the overtime
winner. “We just finished the game. I didn't even see the replay. So I've got to kind of go back
in the locker room and I don't really have an answer for you right now. It was kind of a weird
shot, but the puck found the net. So, it was a good play, I guess, by Marchand.” Varlamov
has allowed a goal on one of the first three shots he's faced in each of his four starts this
postseason.
• Islanders’ forward Mathew Barzal had a chance to win it in overtime, but Rask made a pad
save on his rebound attempt at 2:08. “Tuukka made a great save,” Barzal said. “Usually in
those situations, I thought I was in tight and just wanted to sneak one five-hole, but he was
there. He was big all night for them as was ‘Varly.’ So it's unfortunate.”
• “I thought we were clearly the better team (in the third),” coach Cassidy said. “We're going
into overtime, we have to have that attitude that we have been, understand what they do well
and put that play behind us where they scored. Guys did a good job with that.”
• “I thought when we scored the goal and even at the end of [regulation] on the power play, I
thought our power play had some really good looks,” Islanders’ head coach Barry Trotz said.
“Then, we had the puck, we had the game on our stick a couple times, one right at the end of
the power play at the end of regulation, and then we had a really good look on them in overtime
that [if] it slides 2 or 3 inches a little more in our wheelhouse, we put it in the back of the net
and we're the ones cheering after the game. So you just go with it. We're going to forget this
game. We'll move forward and just focus on Saturday. That's all you can do.”
• Bruins’ defenceman Brandon Carlo left the game at 6:11 of the third period after a hit into the
end boards by Islanders’ forward Cal Clutterbuck. Coach Cassidy said Carlo has not been
ruled out for Game 4 and will reevaluated Friday.
• Marchand tied Phil Esposito for fourth in Boston history with his 102nd playoff point (42 goals,
60 assists). Ray Bourque ranks first with 161 (36 goals, 125 assists).
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Shots on goal by
BRUINS
11
10
8
29
ISLANDERS
7
14
13
34
BOSTON, Tuukka Rask; NEW YORK, Semyon Varlamov
Power play: BOS ― 1 for 3 4 for 9 series 9 for 28 SCP • NYI ― 0 for 2 3 for 22 series 6 for 27 SCP
Referees: Jean Hebert, Chris Lee
Linesmen: Bryan Pancich, Andrew Smith
12,000 at Nassau Veterans Memorial Coliseum
• On the day before this game, Evgeni Malkin had surgery on his right knee and the centre will
be unavailable for Pittsburgh Penguins’ training camp. Malkin was injured on 16 March against
the Boston Bruins and missed the last six weeks of the regular season (23 games), and Games
Two and Two of the Stanley Cup First Round against the New York Islanders. He played the last
four games of the series loss. “‘Geno’ was dealing with a knee injury and he fought really hard
to get back into our lineup,” Pittsburgh coach Mike Sullivan said on 28 May. “He was not 100
percent. I think I'm probably stating the obvious when I say that, but he fought really hard to
get back in the lineup to try to help us win.”
• Entering this game, the Islanders had not lost consecutive playoff games at Nassau
Coliseum in the same year since 2007 when they dropped Games Three and Four of the Eastern
Conference QF against the Sabres.

 C Mathew Barzal NYI  RW Kyle Palmieri NYI  G Semyon Varlamov NYI
• Boston forward David Krejci scored on the man advantage to give the Bruins a 1-0 lead. He
tied Ray Bourque (12) and Ken Hodge (12) for fifth-most power-plays goals in the Stanley Cup
Playoffs in franchise history.
• Islanders’ forward Mathew Barzal assisted on Kyle Palmieri’s tying goal to record his 30th
career playoff point (8g, 22a, 30 pts in 40 GP). Among players to debut with the franchise,
Barzal required the third-fewest games to reach the 30-point mark in the postseason behind D
Denis Potvin (28) and RW Mike Bossy (30).
• This was the 17th game of these 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs to enter the third period tied.
Overall, more than half of games this postseason have ended as one-goal decisions (51%; 29
of 57).
• “We go down 3-1 to these guys heading back to TD Garden, that's a death sentence,” Barzal
said. “That was a huge game for us tonight. Just everyone brought it. Everyone was involved
somehow, whether it was scoring or hitting or playing good defense, just everyone was doing
something positive. That's why we won.”
• “When you can get a little bit of momentum and not give the other team a chance to get some
momentum, that's huge,” New York head coach Barry Trotz said. “…I liked our whole game.
They're a [heck] of a hockey team, there's no question. They're very talented, they've got some
exceptional people on their team. I thought we played our game. We checked well, we competed
at a high level, and we got things done.”
• “I think it has been like expected,” Boston netminder Tuukka Rask said. “If you look at the style
of hockey they play throughout the year, they play a hard game, heavy game, and there's not
any real estate out there. So I think it's been kind of like everybody expected it. I think the
physicality has just gotten more and more intense as the series has gone on. I think it's a tight
series. Another tight game today. Like it's been in the previous games, time and space it's tight
out there, and scoring chances are tough to come by. Like the game-winning goal again, it was
one of those kind of bounces here and there, and it hits the back of the net. So it's 2-2.”
• “We're two teams that want to win,” Islanders’ forward Kyle Palmieri said. “Our fans were into
it. We just want to go out there and compete…We're just going to continue to play our game,
and it was nice to get the win.”
• Netminder Semyon Varlamov made four saves during an Islanders’ power play at the start of
the third period, including against Brad Marchand from point-blank range at 21 seconds. “That
was huge,” Trotz said. “They score there, that would've put a little bit of a question mark, I
guess, and give them momentum, but they didn't, so we move past that…I think they only had
one or two chances the rest of the period.”
• “That's where you know that it might be tough night for us tonight in terms of getting things to
go our way when your best player hits the post on an open net and it just kind of sits there,”
Boston head coach Bruce Cassidy said. “It's going to be one of those nights where you're going
to probably not get breaks, so you're going to have to go earn them yourself.”
• Bruins’ defenceman Brandon Carlo did not play because of an undisclosed injury sustained in
Game Three. He was replaced by defenceman Jarred Tinordi, who had two shots on goal and
two blocked shots in 13:17.
• Islanders’ forward Oliver Wahlstrom missed a fifth straight game with a lower-body injury.
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2021 EAST DIVISION FINAL
3

BOSTON BRUINS 73 v. 4 NEW YORK ISLANDERS 71
GM DON SWEENEY, HC BRUCE CASSIDY v. GM LOU LAMORIELLO, HC BARRY TROTZ

ISLANDERS WIN SERIES IN 6
Monday, June 7

Wednesday, June 9

1830 ET on SN1, NBCSN

NEW YORK 5 @ BOSTON 4

1930 ET on HNIC, CNBC

BOSTON 2 @ NEW YORK 6

FIRST PERIOD
1. BOSTON, David Pastrnak 6 (Charlie McAvoy, Brad Marchand) 1:25
2. NEW YORK, Mathew Barzal 3 (Noah Dobson, Jordan Eberle) 18:49 PPG

FIRST PERIOD
1. NEW YORK, Travis Zajac 1 (Noah Dobson, Jean-Gabriel Pageau) 8:52
2. BOSTON, Brad Marchand 7 (David Pastrnak, Matt Grzelcyk) 17:36 PPG

Penalties ― Kuraly B 18:17

Penalties ― Beauvillier N 14:13, Cizikas N 16:00

3.
4.
5.
6.

SECOND PERIOD
NEW YORK, Kyle Palmieri 6 (Josh Bailey, Nick Leddy) 4:49 PPG
BOSTON, Brad Marchand 6 (David Pastrnak, Charlie McAvoy) 7:27
NEW YORK, Josh Bailey 5 (Jean-Gabriel Pageau, Anthony Beauvillier) 14:30
NEW YORK, Jordan Eberle 3 (Mathew Barzal, Noah Dobson) 16:38 PPG

Penalties ― Grzelcyk B 2:56, Wagner B 15:18
Jeremy Swayman replaced Tuukka Rask in Bruins’ net at start of third period
THIRD PERIOD
7. NEW YORK, Brock Nelson 4 (Anthony Beauvillier, Adam Pelech) 1:59 GWG
8. BOSTON, David Pastrnak 7 (Charlie McAvoy, Patrice Bergeron) 3:48 PPG
9. BOSTON, David Krejci 2 (Craig Smith, Mike Reilly) 14:43
Penalties ― Pelech N 3:24, Bergeron B 7:41
Shots on goal by
ISLANDERS
7
9
3
19
BRUINS
11
15
18
44
NEW YORK, Semyon Varlamov; BOSTON, Tuukka Rask, Jeremy Swayman (start of third period)
Power play: NYI ― 3 for 4 6 for 26 series 9 for 31 SCP • BOS ― 1 for 2 5 for 10 series 10 for 30 SCP
Referees: Francis Charron, Francois St. Laurent
Linesmen: Devin Berg, David Brisebois
17,400 at TD Garden

 C Josh Bailey

NYI

 RW David Pastrnak BOS  C Brad

Marchand BOS

• On the day following this game, Bruins’ head coach Bruce Cassidy was fined $25,000 by the
NHL for public comments critical of the officiating following Game Five of the Second Round
series against the New York Islanders Monday night in Boston. “I think they sell a narrative over
there that it’s more like the ‘New York Saints,’ not the New York Islanders. You know, they
play hard and they play the right way. But I feel we’re the same way and the calls, the exact
calls, that are getting called on us do not get called on them,” Cassidy said. “And I don’t know
why. These are very good officials — they’re at this point in the season for a reason. You’ve got
continuous high sticks every game, the exact same high sticks… Maybe we need to sell them
more, flop, but that’s not us. You just hope they’d see them. I mean, the same calls go against
us. So, it’s not like I’m sitting there going, ‘Well, every call against us sucks.’ It’s not true. It’s
just, at the end of the day, the similar plays, they need to be penalized on those plays. But like
I said, I think they’ve done a great job selling that narrative that they’re clean.”
• New York forward Brock Nelson scored the game-winning goal to help the Islanders move within
one win of the Stanley Cup SF after yet another comeback win. It marks the 11 th instance in
Stanley Cup Playoff history that a team trailed in five-or-more consecutive wins in a single
postseason. The Islanders now account for four of them — also 5 GP in 1977, 1980 and 1993.
• The Islanders won a playoff game despite being outshot by at least 25 shots on goal (4419) for the third time in franchise history — also Game Three of 1977 QF v. BUF and Game
Seven of 1993 DF v. PIT).
• “I feel like our power play's been pretty consistent through these playoffs,” Islanders’ forward
Mathew Barzal said of his team’s PP that is converting at a 29% rate in these Stanley Cup
Playoffs. “It's helped us in a lot of games, whether it's taking the lead or getting us back in the
games, so we're just trying to take what's there. Obviously, Boston's got a great PK, and so did
[the] Pittsburgh [Penguins] (in the first round). It's just a matter of bearing down on your
chances and then shoot when you get a lane.”
• “We'll be ready to go. No doubt in my mind we'll be ready to go,” Bruins’ head coach Bruce
Cassidy said about Game Six. “We were, I thought, the better team tonight. It didn't show on
the scoreboard. Again, we've got to fix some things. Obviously, our [penalty kill]. [Brandon]
Carlo and [Kevan] Miller (two injured defencemen) eat up a lot of those minutes. We miss
them back there. We had some breakdowns we need to correct. Guys don't have their abilities
on it, but we've got to coach them up, make sure they're better. That's what's in front of us that
sticks out right now. Obviously, some 5-on-5 things, but I thought 5-on-5 we were dominant.
But the PK let us down and we've got to get better at it.”
• “I wish we would've had five, 10 more minutes to tie it,” Bruins’ forward David Pastrnak said.
“It's frustrating, but you know, we've got to let it go and the main focus is to get ready for Game
Six. I think we've been the better team, but it just didn't go our way today. So just let it go and
re-focus.”
• Barzal scored for a third straight game and tied it 1-1 on the power play at 18:49 of the first
period with a wrist shot from the right face-off circle. “That was key,” Barzal said. “Obviously,
we probably didn't deserve to have the game at 1-1; they came out pressing, they probably
could've had three or four in the first period. Just to get that tied 1-1, take a deep breath, just
recoup for the second…obviously, the power play was huge tonight.”
• “I think ‘Varly’ did a good job weathering the storm for us,” Islanders’ forward Josh Bailey said
of G Semyon Varlamov. “We just had to hang in there. I thought we turned the game around
as it went on, and then late, they've got a good team. They pushed hard, the crowd was into it.
Ultimately, we found a way to get the win and give ourselves an opportunity here back at home.”
• Boston netminder Tuukka Rask allowed three goals on nine shots in the second period. It was
the second time he was pulled in 103 playoff starts. ”There was maintenance that needed to be
done,” Cassidy said. “He wasn't 100 percent, so we made a decision. That's the call we had to
make between periods. Let's just say he wasn't himself, 100 percent. Certainly, he could've went
back in. We made a decision not to put him back in.” The other time Rask was pulled in the
playoffs was Game Five of the 2018 Eastern Conference First Round against the Toronto Maple
Leafs when he allowed four goals on 13 shots in 31:55 in a 4-3 loss.
• Bruins’ centre Curtis Lazar left the game in the first minute of the second period because of a
lower-body injury.
• Carlo missed his second straight game, and Miller has been out the past six, each with an
undisclosed injury.
• This was the first time the Islanders scored at least three power-play goals in a playoff
game since 23 April 2002, when they scored four in a 6-1 win against the Maple Leafs in Game
Three of the Eastern Conference QF.
• Varlamov has allowed a goal on one of the first three shots he's faced in five of six starts this
postseason.
• New York forward Oliver Wahlstrom (lower body) missed his sixth consecutive game.
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SECOND PERIOD
3. NEW YORK, Brock Nelson 5 (Josh Bailey, Nick Leddy) 5:20
4. NEW YORK, Brock Nelson 6 (Josh Bailey) 12:39 GWG
5. NEW YORK, Kyle Palmieri 7 (unassisted) 16:07
Penalties ― Kuhlman B 2:18
THIRD PERIOD
6. BOSTON, Brad Marchand 8 (David Krejci, Charlie McAvoy) 5:38 PPG
7. NEW YORK, Cal Clutterbuck 3 (Jean-Gabriel Pageau, Casey Cizikas) 19:01 ENG
8. NEW YORK, Ryan Pulock 3 (unassisted) 19:12 ENG
Penalties ― Martin N 5:20
Shots on goal by
BRUINS
10
10
5
25
ISLANDERS
12
10
7
29
BOSTON, Tuukka Rask; NEW YORK, Semyon Varlamov
Power play: BOS ― 2 for 3 7 for 13 series 12 for 33 SCP • NYI ― 0 for 1 6 for 27 series 9 for 32 SCP
Referees: Gord Dwyer, Dan O’Rourke
Linesmen: Bryan Pancich, Andrew Smith
12,000 at Nassau Veterans Memorial Coliseum
• On the day of this game, it was announced that – Adam Fox of the New York Rangers, Victor
Hedman of the Tampa Bay Lightning and Cale Makar of the Colorado Avalanche are the three
finalists for the 2020-21 James Norris Memorial Trophy, awarded “to the defense player who
demonstrates throughout the season the greatest all-round ability in the position.”
• Entering this game, Islanders’ GM Lou Lamoriello has an all-time series record of 30-22 as an
NHL general manager (1-0 in 2021) and stands as just one of two in League history to guide his
teams to at least 30 series victories. The other is Glen Sather (41-20).
• Throughout this game, the very loud Islanders’ fans, playing off Bruins’ head coach Bruce
Cassidy’s comments after Game Five, chanted, “New York Saints! New York Saints!”
repeatedly.

 C Brock Nelson

NYI

 C Josh Bailey

NYI

 G Semyon Varlamov NYI

• Islanders’ netminder Semyon Varlamov earned all four wins for the Islanders in this Second
Round after Ilya Sorokin had the decision in each New York victory during the First Round. It
would mark just the fourth time in Stanley Cup Playoff history in which a team had a different
goaltender account for all four wins in consecutive best-of-seven series within a playoff year,
following Philadelphia in 1976 (Bernie Parent in QF & Wayne Stephenson in SF) and 1980
(Pete Peeters in QF & Phil Myre in SF) as well as Montreal in 1987 (Patrick Roy in DSF & Brian
Hayward in DF).
• Islanders’ forward Brock Nelson (22g, 17a, 39 pts in 60 GP) now trails only Mike Bossy (41
goals) and Butch Goring (23 goals) for the most goals through their first 60 playoff games with
the Islanders.
• With this win, Islanders’ head coach Barry Trotz (80-75) became the 12th head coach in Stanley
Cup Playoff history to post 80-or-more wins and now trails only Joel Quenneville (121)
and Darryl Sutter (89) for the most among active head coaches.
• “Brock just had a child the other day with his wife, so he's been dealing with that,” Islanders’
head coach Barry Trotz said of Brock Nelson. “Game Four, he played that night with no sleep.
He's been battling through that…I think today, you saw him fresh. He settled in and played
a Brock Nelson game.”
• “Whenever you have an opportunity to close a team out, you want to bring your best and I
thought we've been able to do that both times now, against Pittsburgh and now Boston in front
of great fans, great atmospheres,” Nelson said. “It just feels right. You need to bring your Agame, and I thought we were able to do that again.”
• “It's disappointing,” Boston forward Brad Marchand said. “We expected a longer run in this
room. We felt like we had a group that could go really deep this year. I think that it just came
down to a couple of breaks. They capitalized on a few opportunities that they got, and we didn't
on the other end. So I think there's some games that we really outplayed them and came up
short, but that's playoffs.”
• “He's an elite talent, there's no question about that,” Islanders’ forward Josh Bailey said of
Nelson. “I think [Anthony Beauvillier] and I are fortunate to get the opportunity to play with
him. Big-game player. I think he probably doesn't get enough recognition for what he does
defensively out there, but really just a complete 200-foot player, been a real leader for us and
a big reason why we're sitting here talking.”
• “They play well in this building,” Bruins’ head coach Bruce Cassidy said. “They play a better
defensive game in this building than they did in ours. Why that is, I don't know. Sometimes it's
just the energy, the juice of match-ups. There's a bunch of different things that could go into
that. I think they knew tonight that if they locked it down that would give them the best chance
to win. They probably didn't want to get into a trade-chances type of game, and they have good
defensive players. Like, they're a little bit underrated in that regard, the (Jean-Gabriel) Pageaus
of the world. He does a good job. There's a reason why they employ him against [Patrice]
Bergeron's line.”
• Pageau and Islanders’ defenceman Scott Mayfield each was plus-4. Bruins defenseman Charlie
McAvoy was minus-4 in 25:21.
• Marchand tied Peter McNab for the most goals in Boston history in elimination games with
nine.
• Bruins’ centre Curtis Lazar did not play because of a lower-body injury sustained in Game Five.
Forward Jake DeBrusk returned after being a healthy scratch Monday. He was minus-2 with
two shots on goal and four hits in 10:15.
• Boston defenceman Brandon Carlo (undisclosed) missed a third straight game, and defenceman
Kevan Miller (undisclosed) missed a seventh in a row.
• Islanders’ forward Oliver Wahlstrom (lower body) missed a seventh straight game.
• In this series for the Islanders, three players led the club in scoring with six points each — RW
Kyle Palmieri, C Mathew Barzal and C Jean-Gabriel Pageau. For the Bruins in this series, LW
Brad Marchand and RW David Pastrak each had nine points to lead the club. Pastrnak and
Bruins’ centre Patrick Bergeron each had 23 shots on goal to top all series skaters.
• On the day after this game, it was announced that Bruins’ netminder Tuukka Rask, 34, would
have to undergo surgery on a torn labrum in his right hip. It thought the surgery would keep
him out of any team’s line-up — Rask is a pending unrestricted free agent — until January or
February 2022.
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2021 CENTRAL DIVISION FINAL

1

CAROLINA HURRICANES 80 v. 3 TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING 75
GM DON WADDELL, HC ROD BRIND’AMOUR v. GM JULIEN BRISEBOIS, HC JON COOPER

LIGHTNING WIN SERIES IN 5
Sunday, May 30

1700 ET on SN, NBCSN

B Burke, AJ Mleczko

TAMPA BAY 2 @ CAROLINA 1

Tuesday, June 1

1930 ET on SN, NBCSN

TAMPA BAY 2 @ CAROLINA 1

FIRST PERIOD
NO SCORING

FIRST PERIOD
NO SCORING

Penalties ― Lightning bench (served by Maroon) 9:13, Kucherov T 14:45

Penalties ― Killorn T 18:31

SECOND PERIOD
1. TAMPA BAY, Brayden Point 5 (Victor Hedman, Nikita Kucherov) 8:15 PPG

SECOND PERIOD
1. TAMPA BAY, Alex Killorn 5 (Steven Stamkos) 7:09

Penalties ― McGinn C 6:56, Paquette T 8:56, Kucherov T 10:11, Hamilton C 15:06, Coleman T 19:47

Penalties ― Aho C 2:20, Trocheck C 16:08

THIRD PERIOD
2. CAROLINA, Jake Bean 1 (Andrei Svechnikov, Jesper Fast) 1:41 PPG
3. TAMPA BAY, Barclay Goodrow 1 (Blake Coleman) 12:39 GWG

THIRD PERIOD
2. TAMPA BAY, Anthony Cirelli 3 (Victor Hedman, Erik Cernak) 8:06 GWG
3. CAROLINA, Andrei Svechnikov 2 (Jordan Staal, Teuvo Teravainen) 18:30

Penalties ― Cirelli T 8:04

Penalties ― Maroon T 2:45

Shots on goal by
LIGHTNING
12
9
9
30
HURRICANES
15
11
12
38
TAMPA BAY, Andrei Vasilevskiy (2.64 GAA • 929 sv pct in First Round); CAROLINA, Alex Nedeljkovic (2.22 • .922)
Power play: TB ― 1 for 3 9 for 23 SCP • CAR ― 1 for 5 5 for 24 SCP
Referees: Jean Hebert, Chris Lee
Linesmen: Devin Berg, David Brisebois
16,299 at PNC Arena
• During this regular season, the Hurricanes and Lightning faced each other eight times.
Each team won four times, with the Canes outscoring the Bolts, 18-17.
• Entering this series, Lightning F Nikita Kucherov (3g, 8a, 11 pts in 6 GP) leads the League
with 11 points this postseason and sits one goal shy of 40 in his Stanley Cup Playoff career (39g,
67a, 106 pts in 96 GP). Only 13 active players have scored at least 40 career SCP goals.
• Sebastian Aho (5g, 2a, 7 pts in 6 GP) scored five goals in the First Round, including the overtime
clincher in Game Six, to equal the Hurricanes/Whalers’ record for most in a single playoff series.
Entering his 30th career postseason game (this Game One), Aho (13g, 18a, 31 pts in 29 GP)
needs one goal to match Ron Francis (14g, 25a, 39 pts in 62 GP) for the fourth-most playoff
goals in franchise history.

 G Andrei Vasilevskiy

TB

 C Barclay Goodrow TB  D Jake Bean CAR

• Lightning forward Barclay Goodrow gave his club a 2-1 lead at 12:39 of the third period on a
sharp-angled wrist shot when Hurricanes’ goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic could not get square to
the left post. “[Blake Coleman] made a good play on the boards to win that battle,” Goodrow
said. “The puck came to me, and I saw [Yanni Gourde] drive the net, so I was really looking to
get the puck on net and create a rebound for him. It just found a way to get in.”
• “We were fine. We just made some mental errors,” Carolina head coach Rod Brind'Amour said.
“Our execution can be better on some things. It was a pretty good game for us. It's a tough way
to end it, but I thought we were OK.”
• Goodrow, who scored 20 points (six goals,14 assists) in 55 regular-season games, made his
2021 playoff debut Wednesday when the Lightning eliminated the Florida Panthers in Game Six
of the First Round. Goodrow missed the first five games of the series because of an upper-body
injury. “He usually doesn't get his accolades from getting game-winning goals,” Tampa Bay head
coach Jon Cooper said. “He's usually the guy stopping game-tying goals from happening. So
you're really happy for guys that are team-first players and have an opportunity to bask a little
bit in the limelight.”
• “It's nice to see that go in,” Carolina defenceman Jake Bean said of his goal. “I think we have
another level, and I think all the guys in the room agree with that. We knew this wasn't going
to come off without any adversity.”
• “He's the best in the League, the best in the world,” Brind'Amour said of Lightning netminder
Andrei Vasilevskiy. “We knew that coming in. We've just got to figure out ways to make it
harder on him. It's pretty much exactly what we thought as far as his performance. Now we've
got to just keep trying.”
• “We know they are a little bit more aggressive, but we have to go out there and execute,”
Lightning defenceman Victor Hedman said. “It feels like when we execute, we're going to get
some good looks.”
• Tampa Bay defenceman Erik Cernak left the game with 1:45 remaining in the second period
after a check by Svechnikov. Coach Cooper said Cernak “should be OK.”
• Lightning defenceman David Savard missed this Game One with an upper-body injury. He is
day to day, Cooper said. Savard was replaced by Luke Schenn, who had one shot and four hits
in 8:17 of ice time.
• Three of Goodrow's four career Stanley Cup Playoffs goals have been game-winners. He scored
winners in Games Five and Seven of the 2019 Western Conference First Round for the San Jose
Sharks against the Vegas Golden Knights.
• Hedman had eight blocked shots in a game-high 27:36.
• Hurricanes forward Nino Niederreiter is “very, very doubtful” to return this series after he
sustained an upper-body injury in practice Saturday, coach Brind'Amour said. Niederreiter
was replaced by Cedric Paquette, who made his 2021 Stanley Cup Playoff debut. Paquette
had three hits and one blocked shot in 7:05 of ice time. He had three assists in 25 games in the
2020 postseason to help the Lightning win the Stanley Cup. Paquette was traded to the Ottawa
Senators by the Lightning on 27 December 2020, then was traded to the Hurricanes by the
Senators on 13 February 2021.

Thursday, June 3

2000 ET on SN, USA

CAROLINA 3 @ TAMPA BAY 2

Power play: TB ― 0 for 2 1 for 5 series 9 for 25 SCP • CAR ― 0 for 2 1 for 7 series 5 for 26 SCP
Referees: Francis Charron, Wes McCauley
Linesmen: Bryan Pancich, Andrew Smith
16,299 at PNC Arena
• On the day of this game, the Vézina Trophy nominees were announced. They are G Marc-André
Fleury VEG, G Philipp Grubauer COL and G Andrei Vasilevskiy TB
• Entering this game, Lightning defenceman Victor Hedman leads all defencemen with 0g, 9a,
9 pts in 7 GP during the 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs. Only six defencemen have recorded 10-ormore assists through their first eight games of a postseason. They are Larry Robinson (12 in
1978), Bobby Orr (12 in 1972), Larry Murphy (11 in 1995), Charlie Huddy (11 in
1985), Sergei Zubov (10 in 1996) and Denis Potvin (10 in 1981).

 G Andrei Vasilevskiy

FIRST PERIOD
NO SCORING

TB

 C Anthony

Cirelli TB

 RW Andrei Svechnikov CAR

• Lightning forward Alex Killorn scored his fifth goal of this postseason. The only player with more
in 2021 is Colorado’s Nathan MacKinnon with eight.
• Since 2011, Tampa Bay has won 34 one-goal games during the playoffs — tied with the
Washington Capitals for the most such wins among all teams.
• Lightning netminder Andrei Vasilevskiy (39-24) made earned his 39th career postseason win
and tied Nikolai Khabibulin (39-31) for the most among Russian-born goaltenders in Stanley
Cup Playoff history.
• “I feel like we blocked every shot tonight,” Vasilevskiy said. “It was just a great effort by our
team. It was one of our best games so far in these playoffs.”
• “Sometimes tonight we didn't get there, but we had lots of good looks, a couple of empty nets
we missed,” Carolina head coach Rod Brind'Amour said. “It was a pretty good game, we played
pretty hard. We're playing the best team in the world, going toe to toe. We're not getting
overwhelmed. We just didn't get a break. We're doing everything we're trying to do. We just
haven't gotten that little breakthrough yet.”
• “Guys are on top of each other all over the ice,” Lightning head coach Jon Cooper said. “It's
probably why the scores have been so low, because guys are trying to play offence and trying
to do things, but guys are playing defence at a high rate of speed. That's why there's no time
and space.”
• Lightning forward Anthony Cirelli made it 2-0 in the third period when he scored after
Hurricanes’ defenceman Brady Skjei whiffed on his attempt to play Victor Hedman's stretch
pass at the Carolina blue line. “Once I saw it was stuck in his feet, I just poked at it,” Cirelli
said. “My momentum carried me on the backhand to get a little room there, and I was just trying
to put one on net.”
• “I mean, we all know, he's one of the best goalies in the world,” Hurricanes’ forward Andrei
Svechnikov said of Vasilevskiy. “It's hard to score against him. But we probably have to put
some skin against him and shoot some pucks more and more.”
• “I don't think there's going to be a lot of pretty passing-play goals in this series,” Tampa Bay
captain F Steven Stamkos said. “There's not a lot of room out there offensively on both sides
with the way that the teams defend, with the way that the goaltenders are playing. Even special
teams tonight, it was more a penalty-kill clinic than a power-play clinic.”
• Carolina forward Vincent Trocheck sustained an undisclosed injury when he collided with
teammate Warren Foegele in the Hurricanes’ zone with a little more than a minute remaining
in the second period. Trocheck returned for one shift in the third before leaving the game. “It
doesn't look good,” Brind'Amour said. “I don't know exactly the extent of it at this point, but
he obviously couldn't continue, so that's never good. He would play if he could. That's another
challenge we're going to have to overcome, but I'll know more tomorrow, hopefully.”

Saturday, June 5

OVERTIME

1600 ET on SN, USA

CAROLINA 4 @ TAMPA BAY 6
FIRST PERIOD
1. TAMPA BAY, Brayden Point 7 (Ondrej Palat, Erik Cernak) 14:24

Penalties ― Kucherov T 17:11
1.
2.
3.
4.

Shots on goal by
LIGHTNING
6
5
4
15
HURRICANES
8
13
11
32
TAMPA BAY, Andrei Vasilevskiy; CAROLINA, Alex Nedeljkovic

Penalties ― Foegele C Coleman T 0:00, Staal C 11:36, Svechnikov C 17:18

SECOND PERIOD
CAROLINA, Brett Pesce 2 (Andrei Svechnikov, Sebastian Aho) 5:15
CAROLINA, Sebastian Aho 6 (Teuvo Teravainen, Jaccob Slavin) 7:40
TAMPA BAY, Brayden Point 6 (Nikita Kucherov, Steven Stamkos) 8:57 PPG
TAMPA BAY, Alex Killorn 6 (Nikita Kucherov, Brayden Point) 16:18 PPG

Penalties ― Aho C 8:01, Skjei C 15:52
THIRD PERIOD
NO SCORING

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

SECOND PERIOD
CAROLINA, Teuvo Teravainen 2 (Jordan Staal, Andrei Svechnikov) 4:30
CAROLINA, Jesper Fast 1 (Jordan Martinook, Jaccob Slavin) 5:09
TAMPA BAY, Steven Stamkos 4 (Alex Killorn, Brayden Point) 9:54 PPG
CAROLINA, Dougie Hamilton 2 (Sebastian Aho, Andrei Svechnikov) 10:35
CAROLINA, Jaccob Slavin 1 (Cedric Paquette, Steven Lorentz) 12:41
TAMPA BAY, Nikita Kucherov 4 (Steven Stamkos, Victor Hedman) 14:38 PPG
TAMPA BAY, Tyler Johnson 1 (Ross Colton, Pat Maroon) 17:10
TAMPA BAY, Steven Stamkos 5 (Nikita Kucherov, Anthony Cirelli) 19:37 PPG GWG

Penalties ― Hamilton C 18:52

Penalties ― Svechnikov C 1:59, Savard T 6:16, Martinook C 9:09, Bean C 14:11, Svechnikov C 19:07

FIRST OVERTIME PERIOD
5. CAROLINA, Jordan Staal 5 (Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen) 5:57 PPG GWG

THIRD PERIOD
10. TAMPA BAY, Nikita Kucherov 5 (Ondrej Palat) 6:01

Penalties ― Kucherov T 4:16

Penalties ― Savard T 2:09

Shots on goal by
HURRICANES
9
9
5
4
27
LIGHTNING
10
13
9
5
37
CAROLINA, Petr Mrazek; TAMPA BAY, Andrei Vasilevskiy

Shots on goal by
HURRICANES
7
11
7
25
LIGHTNING
12
10
4
26
CAROLINA, Petr Mrazek; TAMPA BAY, Andrei Vasilevskiy

Power play: CAR ― 1 for 2 2 for 9 series 6 for 28 SCP • TB ― 2 for 3 3 for 8 series 11 for 28 SCP
Referees: Gord Dwyer, Dan O’Rourke
Linesmen: Michel Cormier, Jonny Murray
13,544 at AMALIE Arena

Power play: CAR ― 0 for 2 2 for 11 series 6 for 30 SCP • TB ― 3 for 6 6 for 14 series 14 for 34 SCP
Referees: Brian Pochmara, Kelly Sutherland
Linesmen: Ryan Gibbons, Mark Shewchyk
13,773 at AMALIE Arena

• On the day of this game, the nominees for the Calder Memorial Trophy were announced. They
are G Alex Nedeljkovic CAR, LW Kirill Kaprizov MIN and LW Jason Robertson DAL.

 C Sebastian Aho CAR  G Petr Mrazek CAR  C Brayden Point TB
• Carolina netminder Petr Mrazek is making his first appearance in the 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs.
Mrazek (7-8) trails only Cam Ward (23-18), Arturs Irbe (14-16) and Mike Liut (8-7 w/ HFD)
for most postseason wins by a Hurricanes/Whalers’ goaltender.
• Sebastian Aho recorded his ninth career multi-point outing in the Stanley Cup Playoffs to move
into a tie with current Seattle Kraken GM Ron Francis (9) for the most in Hurricanes/Whalers’
franchise history.
• Nikita Kucherov, who led the League in scoring in the 2020 Stanley Cup Playoff playoffs (7g,
27a, 34 pts in 25 GP), can become the first player since Mario Lemieux PIT (1991 & 1992) to
lead all players in scoring in consecutive playoff years. Only Wayne Gretzky EDM (3: 1983-85)
and Guy Lafleur MTL (3: 1977-79) recorded a longer run.
• “I'm always proud of the group,” Hurricanes’ head coach Rod Brind'Amour said. “Whatever
happens to them, they find a way to focus on the game and just go do their job, and that's what
happened tonight.”
• “It's fun to play, especially the playoffs. Those moments are forever,” Hurricanes’ netminder
Petr Mrazek said after his first 2021 Stanley Cup Playoff start. “You're trying to do the best that
you can. Win the game and help the team.”
• “We've been in spots like this before,” Lightning forward Brayden Point said. “We played a good
game. I think it might be different if we felt like we didn't play a good game and they won. For
the most part, I liked our game, I liked our compete. Give Carolina credit, they played hard as
well. They got this one. We've got to be sharp for the next one.”
• “I'm just so proud of everyone on our team,” Carolina defenceman Brett Pesce said. “We get
punched in the face over and over again…tough bounces…and we just stick with it. Kudos to our
team and [Brind'Amour] to keep on relaying that message. We just kept at it and the power
play came up big for us.”
• “It feels great, but at the same time, this is our first win in the series,” Hurricanes’ forward
Sebastian Aho said. “We just have to keep going and going for Game 4 and just do it over and
over again and trust our system.”
• “I think we were pushing the play, I think we were a lot better offensively,” Tampa Bay
defenceman Victor Hedman said. “We were winning our battles, creating some havoc. There
were a lot of things we did well, it just didn't go our way tonight. If we bring the same mentality
into the next game, I like our chances.”
• “We've had a pretty good series here,” Lightning head coach Jon Cooper said. “I think our team
has gotten better every single game, and that's what I like…We just have to keep going. You
can't hang your head on these. You've just got to turn the page and go to the next one. The
playoffs are one big [darn] roller coaster.”
• Hurricanes’ forward Warren Foegele left in the second period with an upper-body injury. Coach
Brind'Amour said he hopes to know more about the injury Friday.

© Steve Lansky 2021

• On the day of this game, Toronto Maple Leafs centre Auston Matthews, Carolina Hurricanes
defenceman Jaccob Slavin and Minnesota Wild defenceman Jared Spurgeon were named
finalists for the 2020-21 Lady Byng Memorial Trophy, awarded “to the player adjudged to have
exhibited the best type of sportsmanship and gentlemanly conduct combined with a high
standard of playing ability.”
• On the day of this game, the OHL’s Sarnia Sting drafted a female goaltender. Sixteen-year-old
Taya Currie, who went in the 14 th round to the Sting, is the first woman ever to be picked in
the OHL Priority Selection. No woman has ever played in the OHL, but it's happened in Canada's
other two major-junior hockey leagues. Manon Rheaume played part of a regular-season game
for Trois-Rivieres of the QMJHL in 1991, and Shannon Szabados played a few exhibition games
and dressed for a regular-season contest with Tri-City Americans of the WHL about a decade
later.

 C Steven Stamkos TB  RW Nikita Kucherov

TB

 C Braydon Point TB

• F Brayden Point opened the scoring to give Tampa Bay a 1-0 lead. Point became the seventh
Lightning player to record 60 career playoff points (29g, 31a, 60 pts in 54 GP) and required the
fewest games among that cohort to reach the mark. Among active players, only four required
fewer contests than Point to reach the 60-point mark in the postseason. They are Nathan
MacKinnon (42 GP), Sidney Crosby (42 GP), Evgeni Malkin (46 GP) and Alex Ovechkin (52
GP).
• “You could see the guys responding well, the bench stayed calm,” Kucherov said of the
Lightning comeback. “We knew what to do, we just had to make that switch and start playing
the right way. Take care of our zone and create some chances down there and that's what we
did.”
• “The first period wasn't great, but obviously we fought back and we were in good spots,”
Hurricanes’ head coach Rod Brind'Amour said. “Obviously the penalties were what turned the
game. That's the game in a nutshell. You can't take six penalties and that's what happened.”
• “We wanted to come out harder than we did in the first,” Carolina forward Jesper Fast said. “We
played the right way, got a goal. We're up 4-2, had the momentum, and it went pretty quick
there when they scored three straight goals. It's tough, but we have to find a way to bounce
back. Unfortunately, we didn't.”
• “We score four on [Vasilevskiy], we need to win that game,” Brind'Amour said. “He's probably
not going to let four in again. I just think, again, the other day, we weren't sharp, then we got
going. We had some good momentum and the penalties killed us.”
• “Eight goals scored, probably the craziest playoff period you are going to see the rest of the
way,” Stamkos said. “Certainly exciting for the fans, but I give our guys credit, we go down
two goals on a couple of unfortunate bounces, I didn't think we were really playing our game.
We just kind of talked about staying in the moment, we get a couple of power-play goals late
and capitalized.”
• “He was just making plays all over the place,” Lightning head coach Jon Cooper said of
Kucherov. “I thought he might've been the best player on the ice tonight. When ‘Kuch’ is doing
some of the stuff he did tonight, he's borderline unstoppable. It's great to see him do what he
did tonight because we definitely needed him.”
• “I really liked the way we played in the third period, we have to kind of use that and harness
that and play that way the entire game,” Lightning forward Alex Killorn said. “I think when we
had the lead we played really structured hockey. It's not like we're sitting back, we're still being
aggressive, you just have to be in the right spots with good positioning and good structure. I
thought for most of the third period that was really good.”
• Tampa Bay forward Tyler Johnson said, “We have to be a lot better defensively than what we
were. But I think it says a lot about our group and our character that we didn't let it faze us. We
took a breath and got back in it collectively as a group.”
• Lightning netminder Andrei Vasilevskiy is 40-25 in 67 career Stanley Cup Playoff games.
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2021 CENTRAL DIVISION FINAL
1

CAROLINA HURRICANES 80 v.

3

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING 75

GM DON WADDELL, HC ROD BRIND’AMOUR v. GM JULIEN BRISEBOIS, HC JON COOPER

LIGHTNING WIN SERIES IN 5
Tuesday, June 8

1830 ET on SN, NBCSN

TAMPA BAY 2 @ CAROLINA 0
FIRST PERIOD
NO SCORING
Penalties ― Niederreiter C 1:16, Lightning bench (too many men) 5:04, Coleman T Skjei C 8:30,
Stamkos T Aho C 20:00
SECOND PERIOD
1. TAMPA BAY, Brayden Point 8 (Alex Killorn, Nikita Kucherov) 4:06 PPG GWG
Penalties ― Hakanpaa C 3:08, Palat T 5:44
THIRD PERIOD
2. TAMPA BAY, Ross Colton 3 (unassisted) 9:04
Penalties ― Palat T 12:50
Shots on goal by
LIGHTNING
8
7
10
25
HURRICANES
11
10
8
29
TAMPA BAY, Andrei Vasilevskiy; CAROLINA, Alex Nedeljkovic
Power play: TB ― 1 for 2 7 for 16 series 15 for 36 SCP • CAR ― 0 for 3 2 for 14 series 6 for 33 SCP
Referees: Chris Lee, Wes McCauley
Linesmen: Jonny Murray, Mark Shewchyk
16,299 at PNC Arena
• On the day of this game, Minnesota Wild defenceman Matt Dumba, Philadelphia Flyers’ left
wing Oskar Lindblom and San Jose Sharks’ centre Patrick Marleau were named finalists for
the 2020-21 Bill Masterton Memorial Trophy, which is awarded ”to the player who best
exemplifies the qualities of perseverance, sportsmanship and dedication to hockey.”
• Tampa Bay is looking to become the fifth defending Stanley Cup champion in the last
18 years to reach the final four. The only reigning champs to do so since 2003 are Pittsburgh
in 2017, Chicago in 2014, Los Angeles in 2013 and Detroit in 2009. Before that, the previous
Cup winner reached the Conference Finals in five of six years from 1997 to 2002.

 G Andrei Vasilevskiy

TB

 C Brayden Point TB  C Ross Colton

TB

• Lightning forward Brayden Point (8g, 4a, 12 pts in 11 GP) is now tied with Avalache forward
Nathan MacKinnon (8g, 5a, 13 pts in 8 GP) for the most goals in the 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs.
Point (22) owns a five-goal edge over MacKinnon (17) for the most playoff markers among all
players since the start of the 2020 postseason. MacKinnon played later tonight in G5 v. Vegas.
• Lightning netminder Andrei Vasilevskiy recorded his third career series-clinching shutout
(also Game Six of 2020 SCF & Game Six of 2021 R1). He became the fifth active goaltender with
three or more, joining Ben Bishop (4), Marc-André Fleury (4), Carey Price (3) and Tuukka
Rask (3).
• Vasilevskiy became the first goaltender in Stanley Cup Playoff history with a clinching shutout
in three consecutive series. Ben Bishop (Game Five of 2016 R1 & Game Five of 2016 R2), MarcAndré Fleury (Game Four of 2018 R1 & Game Six of 2018 R2) and Tuukka Rask (Game Six of
2019 R2 & Game Four of 2019 CF) are the only other active goaltenders to do so in two straight.
• Vasilevskiy became the first goaltender in Stanley Cup Playoff history to record each of his first
three career playoff shutouts in potential series-clinching games. Dwayne Roloson (Game Six
of 2006 CSF & Game Seven of 2011 CQF) is the only other goaltender to do so in each of his
first two.
• “The road is a tough place to win, and you've got to tip your hat to the guys,” Tampa Bay head
coach Jon Cooper said. “They won three games in this building, and it's not easy. A big thing is
experience. We've been down this road, there's a formula in place and you need the players to
execute. I'm proud of them and I'm proud of their effort.”
• “Right now, the No. 1 takeaway is we have to get a little better,” Hurricanes’ head coach Rod
Brind'Amour said. “Our talent is close, but we got beat in the talent area. In the big areas —
the power plays, PKs — that's the areas where we have to get better…We were good all year,
but when you get up against the best, that's a great comparison, right? To see, ‘OK, well, that's
how it's done.’”
• Tampa Bay took a 1-0 lead with a power-play goal. Forward Brayden Point took a pass from Alex
Killorn and faked to his forehand before lifting a backhand near the left post. “I go to the
forehand and the goalie's got me, and I make a move to the backhand,” Point said. “I think it's
just kind of a reaction. I don't think I'm thinking too much on it.”
• Point’s goal came 48 seconds after Vasilevskiy reached to make a glove save on Vincent
Trocheck's redirection at the right post with Carolina shorthanded. “I tried to get across as fast
as possible,” Vasilevskiy said. “[Trocheck] made a good shot. It was kind of awkward, a
knuckleball. I think I touched it with my glove. After that save, we scored. So we helped each
other.”
• “He's done that a lot for us this year,” Point said of Vasilevskiy. “It was a pretty messy power
play. They were all over us, pressuring us hard, giving us a lot of fits. We get one chance and
we were able to make it count. Just another great game for ‘Vasy’ tonight.”
• “It was a great effort by our guys, blocking shots, getting in lanes, not letting them go eastwest and shoot one-timers,” Lightning defenceman Mikhail Sergachev said. “Guys were really
locked in, and Vasy was locked in as always.”
• The Hurricanes, who have qualified for the playoffs for three straight seasons, are 2-12 in the
three series when they've been eliminated.
• “We have to be better,” Carolina captain F Jordan Staal said. “We got beat in a lot of different
aspects of that series. I think throughout the lineup, including myself, there are guys who need
to be better and we need to be more committed to our system and play stronger. I think we're
right there, we're very close, but a very good team obviously got the better of us.”
• Carolina defenceman Brett Pesce left the game at 12:50 of the third period after a hit by Tampa
Bay forward Ondrej Palat, who was called for an illegal check to the head.
• The Hurricanes gave up the first goal four times in the series and in nine of 11 playoff
games. The Nashville Predators scored first in five of six games in the first round. Carolina won
both games when it scored first.
• Hurricanes forward Nino Niederreiter, who missed the first four games of the series with an
upper-body injury, had two hits in 17:48 of ice time. Trocheck returned after missing the
previous two games with a lower-body injury. The forward had two shots on goal, two hits and
a blocked shot in 20:58.
• Tampa Bay finished the series 7-for-16 (46.7 percent) on the power play.
• Forward Nikita Kucherov, 27, led the Lightning in scoring in this series with 2g, 5a, 7 pts and
a -1 rating. For the Hurricanes, RW Andrei Svechnikov, 20, had 1g, 4a, 5 pts with a +2 rating
to top the Canes in scoring. Carolina defenceman Dougie Hamilton had 23 shots on goal to top
all series skaters.

© Steve Lansky 2021

bigmouthsports.com

NHL and the word mark and image of the Stanley Cup are registered trademarks and the NHL Shield and NHL Conference logos are trademarks of the National Hockey League. All NHL logos and marks
and NHL team logos and marks as well as all other proprietary materials depicted herein are the property of the NHL and the respective NHL teams and may not be reproduced without the prior written
consent of NHL Enterprises, L.P. Copyright © 2021 National Hockey League. All Rights Reserved.

2021 WEST DIVISION FINAL
1

COLORADO AVALANCHE 82 v. 2 VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS 82
GM JOE SAKIC, HC JARED BEDNAR v. GM KELLY McCRIMMON, HC PETER DeBOER

GOLDEN KNIGHTS WIN SERIES IN 6
Sunday, May 30

1815 MT on HNIC, NBC

Wednesday, June 2

J Bartlett, G Galley

VEGAS 1 @ COLORADO 7
FIRST PERIOD
1. COLORADO, Mikko Rantanen 2 (Devon Toews, Cale Makar) 4:55
2. COLORADO, Gabriel Landeskog 3 (Cale Makar, Samuel Girard) 10:13 GWG

Penalties ― Hague V 6:13, Newhook C 8:36, Pacioretty V 11:45, Marchessault V 15:38, Theodore V 17:50

SECOND PERIOD
COLORADO, Brandon Saad 4 (Valeri Nichushkin, Cale Makar) 1:04
COLORADO, Nathan MacKinnon 7 (Ryan Graves, Mikko Rantanen) 4:03
COLORADO, Gabriel Landeskog 4 (Mikko Rantanen, Nathan MacKinnon) 14:23 PPG
VEGAS, William Karlsson 2 (Max Pacioretty, Jonathan Marchessault) 14:59
COLORADO, Nathan MacKinnon 8 (Joonas Donskoi, Gabriel Landeskog) 17:05

SECOND PERIOD
4. VEGAS, Reilly Smith 2 (Jonathan Marchessault, Shea Theodore) 10:28
Penalties ― Nemeth C 13:05
THIRD PERIOD
NO SCORING

Penalties ― Roy V Graves C Jost C 8:26, Carrier V 10:49, Carrier V 13:15
THIRD PERIOD
8. COLORADO, Cale Makar 2 (Tyson Jost, Andre Burakovsky) 15:49 PPG

Penalties ― Tuch V 10:08, Toews C 16:39

Penalties ― Pacioretty V Hague V Compher C Burakovsky C 3:47, Pietrangelo V Whitecloud V Nichushkin C
Saad C (10-minute misconducts) Reaves V (double minor, major, match penalty) 8:04
Shots on goal by
GOLDEN KNIGHTS
8
9
8
25
AVALANCHE
14
13
10
37
VEGAS, Robin Lehner; COLORADO, Philipp Grubauer (1.75 • .936)

• During this regular season, the Avalanche and Golden Knights met eight times, with each
team winning four of those games. Vegas outscored Colorado, 18-17, over the eight meetings.
• Entering this series, Avalanche forward Nathan MacKinnon (6g, 3a, 9 pts in 4 GP) leads all
players with six goals this postseason. He can become the third player over the last 25 years
with seven or more goals through his first five games in a playoff year. Only Patrick
Marleau (7g, 1a, 8 pts in 2006 w/ SJ) and Mikael Samuelsson (7g, 2a, 9 pts in 2010 with VAN)
have done so in that span.
• After playing all seven games in the First Round, Golden Knights’ netminder MarcAndré Fleury enters his 32nd all-time playoff series with a career playoff record of 85-66 (153
GP). Should he play in this Second Round, Fleury will match former Avalanche
goaltender Patrick Roy for the most different playoff opponents faced by a goaltender in Stanley
Cup Playoff history — Colorado will be 20th club Fleury has faced in the postseason.
COL

 D Cale

Makar COL

 RW Mikko Rantanen

COL

• Nathan MacKinnon (8g, 4a, 12 pts in 5 GP) scored his League-leading seventh and eighth
goals of the 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs. MacKinnon became the seventh player in history with
eight or more goals through five personal games in a playoff year and first since Ray
Ferraro NYI in 1993. The others are Newsy Lalonde MTL in 1919, Steve Payne MIN in 1981,
Dino Ciccarelli WSH in 1990, Bobby Schmautz BOS in 1977 and Bobby Hull CHI in 1963.
• MacKinnon moved into a tie with Lightning forward Nikita Kucherov (3g, 9a, 12 pts in 7 GP)
for the League lead in points this postseason. MacKinnon became the first player with 12-ormore through five games played in a playoff year since fellow Nova Scotia native Sidney
Crosby PIT in 2010 (5g, 9a, 14 pts).
• Avalanche defenceman Cale Makar has 28 points through the first 30 playoff games of his career
(7g, 21a, 28 pts) – only five defencemen in League history have recorded more postseason
points through 30 contests (Brian Leetch, Bobby Orr, Denis Potvin, Al MacInnis & Sergei
Zubov). Makar also became the fourth blueliner in franchise history with four or more points in
a playoff contest, following Risto Siltanen (Game Five of 1987 DSF), Sandis Ozolinsh (Game
Three of 1998 CQF) and Rob Blake (Game One of 2001 CQF).
• “I loved the way our team played tonight, right away, out of the gate, skating, relentless puck
pressure, great commitment to our checking game, capitalizing on our chances,” Avalanche head
coach Jared Bednar said. “I thought the top line set the tone again, but our whole team was
involved and playing well and skating well.”
• “Listen, rest is a weapon, especially this time of year,” Avalanche captain F Gabriel Landeskog
said. “We've played a lot of hockey, and I think the coaches did a good job of managing our rest
throughout the week and making sure we were ready to go. We knew they were coming off a
seven-game series and had one day of rest coming into altitude, so we wanted to make sure we
have a fast start, and we did.”
• “Well, obviously, you know, you're not feeling good about yourself,” Golden Knights’ head coach
Peter DeBoer said. “But I think we have to put it in perspective, and playoffs are about having
short memories and getting ready for the next one. Whether you lose 2-1 or 7-1, you can debate
the meaning of whether you lose badly or not badly. The bottom line was, we weren't good
enough tonight. They were very good. We've got to be better in Game Two.”
• “We didn't play well,” Vegas captain F Mark Stone said. “They played a good game. They came
out ready to go. They'd been sitting there, raring to go. We had to play a smarter first period, a
smarter start to the second. You just can't get down like that. But we'll flush this one. We'll see
what we did wrong.”
• Avalanche defenceman Cale Makar made it 7-1 during a nine-minute power play after Vegas
forward Ryan Reaves was given a match penalty and two minors at 8:04 for driving Avs’
defenceman Ryan Graves to the ice. “Obviously, such a long power play,” Makar said. “We
know we have to stay in tune with it regardless of who they're throwing out, if they're mixing it
up and whatnot. For us, and especially for me, I had a few giveaways, definitely need to be
tuning up.” Reaves received a two-game suspension for his actions.
• Golden Knights’ forward Mattias Janmark left the game at 8:26 of the second period after a hit
by Graves, who was assessed an interference penalty. DeBoer didn't have an update.
“Defenseless player,” Stone said of Janmark. “That's a blindside interference. Obviously, didn't
like the hit. We lost a player. It's an interference blindside hit. We're trying to get those out of
the game. But, yeah, 4-0, if we score on that power play, maybe changed a little bit.”
• Colorado is 19-0-1 in its past 20 games at home, including three wins in the playoffs.
• Landeskog has four goals and seven assists during a five-game point streak.
• Avalanche forward Mikko Rantanen has two goals and seven assists during a five-game point
streak.
• Avalanche forward Brandon Saad has scored a goal in four straight games.
• Colorado forward Sampo Ranta was minus-1 in 7:47 in his NHL debut, replacing Carl
Soderberg on the fourth line.
• Vegas defenceman Alex Pietrangelo played his 100th career Stanley Cup Playoff playoff game.

Friday, June 4

FIRST OVERTIME PERIOD
5. COLORADO, Mikko Rantanen 3 (Nathan MacKinnon, Cale Makar) 2:07 PPG GWG
Penalties ― Smith V 0:44
Shots on goal by
GOLDEN KNIGHTS
9
16
15
1
41
AVALANCHE
11
6
6
2
25
VEGAS, Marc-André Fleury (1.71 GAA, .931 sv pct in First Round); COLORADO, Philipp Grubauer

Power play: VEG ― 0 for 2 2 for 17 SCP • COL ― 2 for 5 8 for 17 SCP
Referees: Brian Pochmara, Kelly Sutherland
Linesmen: Ryan Gibbons, Mark Shewchyk
10,489 at Ball Arena

 C Nathan MacKinnon

Albert, Olczyk, Boucher

OVERTIME

FIRST PERIOD
1. COLORADO, Brandon Saad 5 (Samuel Girard, Ryan Graves) 3:39
2. VEGAS, Alec Martinez 2 (Max Pacioretty, Shea Theodore) 9:32 PPG
3. COLORADO, Tyson Jost 2 (Samuel Girard, Devon Toews) 17:08 PPG

Penalties ― Saad C 7:26
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

2000 MT on HNIC, NBCSN

VEGAS 2 @ COLORADO 3

1900 PT on HNIC, NBCSN

COLORADO 2 @ VEGAS 3
FIRST PERIOD
NO SCORING
Penalties ― Landeskog C 7:13, Nemeth C 17:54
SECOND PERIOD
1. VEGAS, William Karlsson 3 (Alex Pietrangelo, Alec Martinez) 4:38
2. COLORADO, Carl Soderberg 1 (Pierre-Edouard Bellemare, Kiefer Sherwood) 6:07

Power play: VEG ― 1 for 3 1 for 5 series 3 for 20 SCP • COL ― 2 for 6 4 for 11 series 10 for 23 SCP
Referees: Jean Hebert, Chris Lee
Linesmen: Devin Berg, David Brisebois
10,491 at Ball Arena
• Goaltender Robin Lehner did not dress tonight for Vegas. G Logan Thompson, 24, served as
Marc-André Fleury’s back-up. Thompson played this season for the Henderson Golden Knights
in the AHL (1.96 GAA, .943 sv pct, two shutouts, 16-6-2 record in 23 games) — and he played
in his only career NHL game. On 10 March 2021, Thompson played 8:15 in relief Fleury of in
Minnesota and stopped both shots he faced in a 4-3 Vegas loss to the Wild.

 G Philipp Grubauer COL  RW Mikko Rantanen

COL

 D Cale

Makar COL

• Through six games in these Stanley Cup Playoffs, the Avalanche have only trailed for 7
minutes and 12 seconds of playing time.
• Avalanche forward Brandon Saad opened the scoring to extend his goal streak to five games
(5g, 0a, 5 pts). He became the fourth player in Avalanche/Nordiques’ history to record a goal
streak of five or more games in the playoffs, joining Claude Lemieux (7 GP in 1997), Joe
Sakic (7 GP in 1996) and Michel Goulet (5 GP in 1985 w/ QUE).
• Defenceman Shea Theodore assisted on the Golden Knights’ first goal and has collected 40
playoff points since joining the club in 2017-18 (11g, 29a, 40 pts in 56 GP). The only defenceman
with more points in the postseason over that span is Lightning D Victor Hedman (11g, 32a, 43
pts in 52 GP).
• Forward Reilly Smith scored Vegas’ second tying goal of the game. Smith, already the franchise
leader in playoff points, now has 46 postseason points (13g, 33a, 46 pts in 56 GP) since joining
the Golden Knights during their inaugural season in 2017-18 — the eighth most among all
players over that span.
• After scoring in overtime, Avalanche forward Mikko Rantanen has a point in 16 straight Stanley
Cup Playoff games dating to the 2020 Stanley Cup Playoffs (9g, 17a, 26 pts) – only five different
players in history have recorded a longer point streak that spanned multiple playoff years. They
are Wayne Gretzky (18 gms 3 diff. times), Bryan Trottier NYI 27 gms 1981 to 1982, Gordie
Howe DET 22 gms 1961 to 1963, Al MacInnis CGY 19 gms 1989 to 1990 and Phil Esposito
BOS 18 gms 1970 to 1971.
• Colorado, undefeated so far in the 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs, became the eighth team in
the last 30 years to begin a postseason with six-or-more straight wins — only two teams over
that span extended their streak to seven contests. They are the 2008 Pittsburgh Penguins and
1994 New York Rangers.
• The Avalanche earned their 11 th straight win, dating back to the regular season (since 7
May). That includes a streak of 13 consecutive home wins and 21 consecutive home games with
at least a point.
• Colorado (Gabriel Landeskog, Nathan MacKinnon & Mikko Rantanen) is the first team with
at least three players with 10-plus points through six games in a playoff year since the Ottawa
Senators in 2006 (Martin Havlat, Dany Heatley & Jason Spezza).
• Colorado went on the power play 44 seconds into overtime after Vegas forward Reilly Smith was
called for slashing Rantanen's stick out of his hands. “It's all over the League that if you slash
the other guy's stick out of his hands or break his stick, it's always a penalty,” Rantanen said.
“I'm a pretty strong guy too, so I can hold on to my stick, but that was a pretty hard slash. I
don't think I would purposely drop my stick in the [defensive zone].”
• Golden Knights’ head coach Peter DeBoer didn't like the penalty. “Ah, just a soft call, but I can't
even blame the refs,” DeBoer said. “They're fighting through the embellishment of grabbing
your face or falling down or dropping your stick every period. So, you know, I can't even blame
the referee on it. They fooled them on it.”
• “‘Grubi’ bailed us out today,” Rantanen said of his netminder. “He had a really, really good
game. He kept us in the game. He is basically the reason why we got to OT, and our special
teams stepped up there, but Grubi was awesome for sure, First Star of the game.”
• “It's not easy to take when you lose in the playoffs,” DeBoer said. “I thought we deserved
better. I really liked a lot of the things we did and our effort but got to find a way to bury one
of those chances and win a game. They held serve at home; we've got to do the same.”
• “I thought we played really well,” Vegas captain F Mark Stone said. “We didn't have a great
start to the game but really kind of took over the game as it went on. I thought we kind of
worried about our game a little bit more than we worried about them. We just came out and
played really solid, but it stings no matter what. The good news is we lost two here, and now
we go home to 18,000 fans and take care of home ice and come back here for Game Five tied
up.”
• “It doesn't matter if I face 40, 50 or 10 shots,” Avalanche netminder Philipp Grubauer said.
“The approach is always the same, I never change anything. Obviously, the games are a little
bit tougher if you get less shots and you get a little bit into the groove if you get a little bit more,
so it was really good today. I got a little bit more than usual, but we got the win.”
• “I'm sure a lot of guys on our team have been there, I know I've been there, down 2-0,” Vegas
netminder Marc-André Fleury said. “But it doesn't matter if we keep playing the way we did
tonight, we all have confidence in our team that we can come back in the series.”
• The Avalanche are the third Presidents' Trophy winner (awarded since 1985-86 to NHL
team with best regular-season record) with a winning streak of at least six games to begin a
postseason — the 1994 New York Rangers (seven wins) and 1999 Dallas Stars (six) went on to
win the Stanley Cup.
• The 1994 Rangers, 1989 Montreal Canadiens and 2008 Pittsburgh Penguins each won
their first seven playoff games, tied for the longest streak to begin a postseason since 1986-87,
when the NHL made all four rounds best-of-7.
• Golden Knights’ forward Dylan Sikura made his Stanley Cup Playoff debut, replacing Mattias
Janmark, who sustained an upper-body injury on a hit by Colorado defenceman Ryan Graves in
the second period of Game One.
• Vegas forward Keegan Kolesar replaced Ryan Reaves, who served the first of a two-game
suspension from the NHL Department of Player Safety for roughing and unsportsmanlike conduct
against Graves in the third period of Game One.

Penalties ― Theodore V 14:41
THIRD PERIOD
3. COLORADO, Mikko Rantanen 4 (Cale Makar, Gabriel Landeskog) 5:04 PPG
4. VEGAS, Jonathan Marchessault 2 (Reilly Smith, Nicolas Hague) 14:42
5. VEGAS, Max Pacioretty 2 (Nick Holden, Mark Stone) 15:27 GWG
Penalties ― Roy V 4:56

Sunday, June 6

1730 PT on SN, NBCSN

COLORADO 1 @ VEGAS 5
FIRST PERIOD
1. COLORADO, Brandon Saad 6 (J.T. Compher, Andre Burakovsky) 1:50
2. VEGAS, Jonathan Marchessault 3 (William Karlsson) 7:07

Shots on goal by
AVALANCHE
3
9
8
20
GOLDEN KNIGHTS
14
10
19
43
COLORADO, Philipp Grubauer; VEGAS, Marc-André Fleury

Penalties ― Nemeth C 2:43, Marchessault V 18:02, Makar C 18:24

Power play: COL ― 1 for 2 5 for 13 series 11 for 25 SCP • VEG ― 0 for 2 1 for 7 series 3 for 22 SCP
Referees: Wes McCauley, Francois St. Laurent
Linesmen: Devin Berg, David Brisebois
17,504 (100% capacity) at T-Mobile Arena • first full-capacity crowd, in any rink, at 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs
• Brandon Saad (5g, 0a, 5 pts in 5 GP) can become the first active player to record a goal streak
of six-or-more games in the Stanley Cup Playoffs. Only six different players in the last 30
years have posted a postseason goal streak of that length. They are Claude Lemieux (7 GP in
1997 w/ COL), Mario Lemieux (7 GP in 1991 & 1996 w/ PIT), Joe Sakic (7 GP in 1996 w/
COL), Pat LaFontaine (7 GP in 1992 w/ BUF), Martin Havlat (6 GP in 2006 w/ OTT) and Kirk
Muller (6 GP in 1993 w/ MTL).
• Vegas netminder Marc-André Fleury, who sits sixth on the all-time list for career playoff
wins, has tended the crease as his team overcame a two games-to-none series deficit on two
occasions. He was a member of the Penguins when they accomplished the feat twice in
2009 en route to a Stanley Cup (CSF v. WSH & SCF v. DET).

 LW Max Pacioretty VEG  C Jonathan Marchessault VEG  C William Karlsson VEG
• Carl Soderberg (35 years, 235 days) became the oldest player to score a playoff goal for the
Avalanche since Joe Sakic (38 years, 282 days) in Game Three of the 2008 CQF.
• After scoring in the third period, Avalanche forward Mikko Rantanen has a point in 17 straight
Stanley Cup Playoff games dating to the 2020 Stanley Cup Playoffs (9g, 17a, 26 pts) – only five
different players in history have recorded a longer point streak that spanned multiple playoff
years. They are Wayne Gretzky (18 gms 3 diff. times), Bryan Trottier NYI 27 gms 1981 to
1982, Gordie Howe DET 22 gms 1961 to 1963, Al MacInnis CGY 19 gms 1989 to 1990 and Phil
Esposito BOS 18 gms 1970 to 1971.
• The Avalanche are the 18 th different franchise that Marc-André Fleury has earned at least one
playoff win against, eclipsing Dominik Hasek (17) for the second-most in history and trailing
only Patrick Roy (20) for the most.
• Vegas forward Jonathan Marchessault tied it 2-2 when he banked his attempt off goalie Philipp
Grubauer from below the goal line. And then Max Pacioretty made it 3-2 at just 45 seconds
later on a deflection from Nick Holden's shot from the point.
• “You know you get that first goal you just have a feeling the next one's going to come,”
Pacioretty said. “So that floater comes in from [Holden], you just have a little bit more
confidence that you're going to tip it, and that's how it played out.”
• “I mean, for five periods straight now they've been far more competitive than we have, and to
dissect the game any further than that is a waste of time,” Avalanche head coach Jared Bednar
said.
• “We knew they were going to come in the last 10 minutes, and that's what they did,” Rantanen
said. “I think just a couple mistakes we made, and that's going to cost you against a good team
like Vegas. There's no moment you can fall asleep. [Grubauer] played amazing again, but we
can't rely on him making 50 saves every night.”
• Rantanen had a chance to tie it with 46 seconds left when he tried to go five-hole from alone
in the right circle, but Fleury made the save. “I had a chance to redeem myself there. That was
close,” Fleury said. “He looked up like he was coming higher and squeaked it five-hole. Lucky
enough to make a play on it.”
• It was the NHL's first full-capacity crowd this season at 17,504 fans. “Once we got that
second goal, momentum shifted,” Vegas captain F Mark Stone said. “That's the loudest I've
heard a building in quite some time.”
• Colorado failed to become the fourth team to win its first seven games of a postseason
since 1987, when all series became Best-of-Seven — Pittsburgh Penguins, 2008 • New York
Rangers, 1994 • Montreal Canadiens, 1989.
• Avalanche forward Brandon Saad had his five-game goal streak end.
• Avs’ netminder Philipp Grubauer had won ten consecutive playoff games, dating to last season.
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SECOND PERIOD
3. VEGAS, Max Pacioretty 3 (Mark Stone, Zach Whitecloud) 1:11 GWG
4. VEGAS, Jonathan Marchessault 4 (Alex Pietrangelo, William Karlsson) 11:28 PPG
Penalties ― Burakovsky C Compher C Tuch V 9:35
THIRD PERIOD
5. VEGAS, Jonathan Marchessault 5 (Reilly Smith, William Karlsson) 6:01
6. VEGAS, Patrick Brown 2 (Ryan Reaves, William Carrier) 13:13
Penalties ― Whitecloud V 1:54, Avalanche bench (served by Sherwood) 13:13
Shots on goal by
AVALANCHE
9
5
4
18
GOLDEN KNIGHTS
15
9
11
35
COLORADO, Philipp Grubauer; VEGAS, Marc-André Fleury
Power play: COL ― 0 for 2 5 for 15 series 11 for 27 SCP • VEG ― 1 for 4 2 for 11 series 4 for 26 SCP
Referees: Gord Dwyer, Dan O’Rourke
Linesmen: Matt MacPherson, Jonny Murray
18,081 at T-Mobile Arena
• On the day of this game, Florida Panthers centre Aleksander Barkov, Boston Bruins
centre Patrice Bergeron and Vegas Golden Knights RW Mark Stone were named finalists for
the 2020-21 Frank J. Selke Trophy, awarded “to the forward who best excels in the defensive
aspects of the game.”

 C Jonathan Marchessault VEG  C William Karlsson VEG  LW Max Pacioretty VEG
• The Golden Knights improved their all-time Stanley Cup Playoff home record to 20-10
— the most home wins by any team in the postseason since entering the NHL in 2017-18.
• “That's a big part of the last two games right now is controlling their top players and don't let
them come up with a lot of speed in the neutral zone,” Marchessault said. “When we do that,
we can keep playing the right way. We just have to keep doing what we've been doing.”
• Marchessault became the first player in Golden Knights’ history to score 20 career Stanley Cup
Playoffs goals.
• “It feels good, but we still have a lot of work to do,” Vegas head coach Peter DeBoer said. “It's
only two wins and we have too much respect for Colorado and their game and what they're able
to do. We know there's still a lot of hill to climb, but really proud at how we've responded.”
• “We didn't think we were going to come in here and take both games,” Avalanche forward
Brandon Saad said. “We didn't play as good as we should've, but we're going back to the building
where we have success and we play well at.”
• “I didn't have a problem with our intent and focus to our game and the way we competed,”
Avalanche head coach Jared Bednar said. “I thought for the most part it was pretty good. We
gave up some chances off the rush where they were beating us up the ice. This is going to be a
battle. I fully expect our guys to take another step in this series, in the home game, and our big
line (Gabriel Landeskog, Nathan MacKinnon and Mikko Rantanen) will have to be a big part
of that.”
• “If we win as a group, it's the most important thing, and we've proven we can play with the best
team in the League,” Marchessault said. “We're on a mission right now. We just have to keep
going and focus on Game Five.”
• The attendance was 18,081 — the largest crowd in the NHL this season.
• Rantanen had his 17-game postseason point streak end (10 goals, 17 assists). The streak
began in Game Three of the 2020 Western Conference First Round against the Arizona Coyotes.
• Vegas forward Max Pacioretty has a five-game point streak (three goals, two assists) since
returning from an undisclosed injury for Game Seven of the Stanley Cup First Round against the
Minnesota Wild.
• Golden Knights’ netminder Marc-André Fleury is now just one victory shy of matching Ed
Belfour (88) and Billy Smith (88) for fourth place on the all-time Stanley Cup Playoff wins
list. Ahead of that trio are Patrick Roy 151, Martin Brodeur 113 and Grant Fuhr 92.
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2021 WEST DIVISION FINAL
1

COLORADO AVALANCHE 82 v. 2 VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS 82
GM JOE SAKIC, HC JARED BEDNAR v. GM KELLY McCRIMMON, HC PETER DeBOER

GOLDEN KNIGHTS WIN SERIES IN 6
Tuesday, June 8

Thursday, June 10

1900 MT on HNIC, NBSCN

VEGAS 3 @ COLORADO 2

OVERTIME

FIRST PERIOD
1. COLORADO, Brandon Saad 7 (Devon Toews, Mikko Rantanen) 19:58
Penalties ― Rantanen C 6:07
SECOND PERIOD
2. COLORADO, Joonas Donskoi 3 (Alex Newhook, Patrik Nemeth) 16:28
Penalties ― None

1800 PT on HNIC, NBCSN

COLORADO 3 @ VEGAS 6
FIRST PERIOD
1. COLORADO, Devon Toews 1 (Nathan MacKinnon, Brandon Saad) 0:23
2. VEGAS, Nick Holden 1 (Reilly Smith, Nicolas Roy) 1:15
3. VEGAS, William Karlsson 4 (Alec Martinez) 15:06
Penalties ― None
SECOND PERIOD
COLORADO, Mikko Rantanen 5 (Nathan MacKinnon, Gabriel Landeskog) 3:47 PPG
VEGAS, Keegan Kolesar 1 (Alex Pietrangelo, Shea Theodore) 14:27
COLORADO, Andre Burakovsky 1 (Pierre-Edouard Bellemare, Cale Makar) 16:52
VEGAS, Alex Pietrangelo 1 (Alex Tuch, Max Pacioretty) 19:42 GWG

THIRD PERIOD
3. VEGAS, Alex Tuch 4 (Nicolas Roy, Mattias Janmark) 1:03
4. VEGAS, Jonathan Marchessault 6 (William Karlsson) 4:07

4.
5.
6.
7.

Penalties ― Theodore V 10:50

Penalties ― Pietrangelo V 2:23

FIRST OVERTIME PERIOD
5. VEGAS, Mark Stone 5 (Max Pacioretty, Alex Pietrangelo) 0:50 GWG

THIRD PERIOD
8. VEGAS, William Carrier 1 (Shea Theodore, Brayden McNabb) 11:46
9. VEGAS, Max Pacioretty 4 (unassisted) 16:50 ENG

Penalties ― None

Penalties ― Graves C 12:33

Shots on goal by
GOLDEN KNIGHTS
9
5
10
1
25
AVALANCHE
10
11
7
2
30
VEGAS, Marc-André Fleury; COLORADO, Philipp Grubauer
Power play: VEG ― 0 for 1 2 for 12 series 4 for 27 SCP • COL ― 0 for 1 5 for 16 series 11 for 28 SCP
Referees: Brian Pochmara, Kelly Sutherland
Linesmen: Michel Cormier, Matt MacPherson
at Ball Arena
• As the series shifts back to Colorado, the Golden Knights have their sights set on becoming
just the fourth team in Stanley Cup Playoff history to win a Best-of-Seven series against
the League’s top-seeded club after dropping the first two games. Chicago achieved the feat twice
(1962 SF v. MTL & 1965 SF v. DET), while Boston stands as the only team to do so against the
Presidents’ Trophy winners (2011 SCF v. VAN).

 RW Mark Stone VEG  C Jonathan Marchessault VEG  LW Brandon Saad COL
• With this win, Golden Knights’ netminder Marc-André Fleury tied Ed Belfour (88) and Billy
Smith (88) for fourth place on the all-time Stanley Cup Playoff wins list. Still ahead of that trio
are Patrick Roy 151, Martin Brodeur 113 and Grant Fuhr 92.
• Golden Knights’ forward Jonathan Marchessault is one of just three players in Stanley Cup
Playoff history to score a game-tying goal — at some point in a game — in three-or-more
consecutive postseason games. The others are Steve Larmer (4 GP in 1989 w/ Blackhawks)
and Luc Robitaille (3 GP in 1991 w/ Kings).
• Fleury recorded his 12th career Stanley Cup Playoff overtime win and now trails only Tuukka
Rask (15) and Braden Holtby (14) for the most among active goaltenders.
• Vegas forward Mark Stone scored early in overtime with a high shot from above the left hash
marks on a breakaway after a pass by Max Pacioretty from the Vegas zone. The Golden Knights
gained possession after Avalanche defenceman Ryan Graves had two consecutive shots
blocked, including the first by Stone.
• “I had a couple big shot blocks right before that,” Stone said. “Sometimes when the D-man
shoots it like that, they get flat-footed. Just took off, fortunate to end the game.”
• Vegas goalie Marc-André Fleury made saves against Gabriel Landeskog and J.T. Compher's
rebound attempt just ten seconds into overtime. “The game should've been over,” Stone said.
“We should've been going home, but ‘Flower’ made a huge save and kept us in it and gave me
that opportunity to end it.”
• “You've got the Presidents' Trophy-winning team on the other side,” Vegas head coach Peter
DeBoer said. “You look at the numbers, they're one of the best teams in the last 10 to 15 years
from a regular-season point of view. There's going to be push and pull, and I thought we did a
great job. It wasn't always perfect, but it was a great win, and our guys really dug in and found
a way.”
• “We showed tonight that we can play with Vegas and create the chances we need and still defend
properly, and we made some mistakes,” Colorado head coach Jared Bednar said. “Now we're
in the situation we're in and we got to dig in and try to better that performance and go get the
job done. It's a game of mistakes, and I'll say that I loved the way we played tonight, I loved it.
I thought we were the aggressor, we were on our toes, we were playing to win the hockey game,
we played to our identity.”
• “They were really good, that was their push,” Marchessault said. “We've been a team for four
years that's been resilient. We don't sit back. We knew that we had a chance if we came out
hard in the third period, and we did that. Good teams find a way to win a game.”
• Forward Alex Tuch pulled the Golden Knights to within 2-1 at 1:03 of the third period, driving
to the net to bat Nicolas Roy's pass after a turnover by Avalanche forward Andre Burakovsky.
“That was very lucky,” Tuch said. “[Roy] and [Mattias Janmark] made a really good play on
the forecheck, I tried to provide some pressure, and they ended up stripping the guy. I saw
them get possession, and I tried to break toward the net. [Roy] put it on a platter, and I was
able to bat that into the net.”
• “We don't have much time to do anything but rebound, forget about this one, and move on,”
Avalanche captain F Gabriel Landeskog said. “We've got to go into Vegas and win a hockey
game. It's as simple as that.”
• Marchessault has five goals and two assists during a five-game point streak.
• Colorado had won 13 straight home games, four in the playoffs, and was 20-0-1 in its
previous 21 at home.
• Avalanche forward Brandon Saad has scored seven goals in the past eight games.
• Avalanche forward Logan O'Connor was minus-1 with three shots on goal and seven hits in
13:18 in his Stanley Cup Playoff debut, his first game since sustaining a lower-body injury March
31.
• Avalanche forward Nazem Kadri's appeal of his eight-game suspension from the NHL
Department of Player Safety was denied in a binding ruling by an independent arbitrator. He
served his seventh game Tuesday and will complete it Thursday during Game Six.
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Shots on goal by
AVALANCHE
12
10
11
33
GOLDEN KNIGHTS
10
6
7
23
COLORADO, Philipp Grubauer; VEGAS, Marc-André Fleury
Power play: COL ― 1 for 1 6 for 17 series 12 for 29 SCP • VEG ― 0 for 1 2 for 13 series 4 for 28 SCP
Referees: Francis Charron, Francois St. Laurent
Linesmen: Michel Cormier, Ryan Gibbons
18,149 at T-Mobile Arena
• On the day of this game, Colorado Avalanche centre Nathan MacKinnon, Toronto Maple Leafs
centre Auston Matthews and Edmonton Oilers centre Connor McDavid were named the finalists
for the 2020-21 Hart Memorial Trophy, awarded “to the player adjudged to be the most valuable
to his team.”
• Vegas can become just the third team in Stanley Cup Playoff history to reach the final four
in three of the franchise’s first four NHL seasons. The Rangers did so in a 10-team League in
each of their first four seasons from 1926-27 to 1929-30, while the St. Louis Blues made the
Stanley Cup Final in each of the first three years of the expansion era (1967-68 to 1969-70).
• Entering this game, Golden Knights’ goaltender Marc-André Fleury has a 15-21 record in 36
career games in which his team can clinch a series (2.61 GAA, .904 SV%, 4 SO), one such win
behind Mike Vernon (16-10) for the seventh most series-clinching victories in Stanley Cup
Playoff history. And only Clint Benedict (5) and Chris Osgood (5) have more series-clinching
shutouts than Fleury.

 D Alex

Pietrangelo VEG

 RW Keegan Kolesar VEG  LW William Carrier VEG

• Marc-André Fleury earned his 89th career Stanley Cup Playoff win, surpassing Billy Smith and
Ed Belfour for sole possession of the fourth most in Stanley Cup Playoff history. Fleury now sits
three wins shy of Grant Fuhr’s 92, which place him in third spot.
• Avalanche forward Nathan MacKinnon collected an assist on Mikko Rantanen’s goal to
improve his career playoff totals to 28g, 41a, 69 pts while skating in his 50 th career SCP game.
MacKinnon moved past Denis Savard (29g, 39a, 68 pts) for the sixth-most points in history
through 50 postseason contests, trailing Wayne Gretzky (35g, 69a, 104 pts), Mario
Lemieux (46g, 55a, 101 pts), Jari Kurri (30g, 41a, 71 pts), Joe Sakic (33g, 37a, 70 pts)
and Mike Bossy (35g, 34a, 69 pts).
• MacKinnon’s totals through 50 playoff games are the most among active players, besting fellow
Nova Scotia native Sidney Crosby (24g, 42a, 66 pts) who previously held the mark.
• Vegas became the fifth franchise in League history to eliminate the top-seeded team after
earning a Game Seven win in its preceding series. The Golden Knights joined the Flyers
in 1974 (SF v. NYR & SCF v. BOS), Penguins in 1992 (DSF v. WSH & DF v. NYR), Flames
in 2004 (CQF v. VAN & CSF v. DET) and Bruins in 2011 (CF v. TB & SCF v. VAN).
• Vegas’ victory also marked the fourth instance in Stanley Cup Playoff history in which
a team overcame a two games-to-none series deficit to win a best-of-seven against the No. 1
seed. Chicago achieved the feat in both the 1962 and 1965 SF, while Boston also did so in the
2011 Stanley Cup Final.
• The Golden Knights now own an all-time record of 17-3 in playoff games when leading
after one period.
• In addition to a spot in the Stanley Cup Final, the winner of the upcoming Golden Knights v.
Canadiens SF will claim the Clarence S. Campbell Bowl, while the Islanders v. Lightning
SF will battle for the Prince of Wales Trophy.
• “I don't think there was a person in the hockey world, when we were down 2-0 (in the series),
that would predict we would finish this off in six at home tonight,” Vegas head coach Peter
DeBoer said. “There was a lot more talk about us being swept, embarrassed, and could we even
win a game? We've got a group with a lot of pride and they just blocked out the noise and went
to work. What a night.”
• “It's a winning culture that's been built since the first year. Different guys have come in here,
and the culture has stayed,” Golden Knights’ defenceman Alex Pietrangelo said. “It started
here since Day One and continues to be the same thing.”
• “I'm real proud of the group in there, I'm proud of the season we had,” Colorado captain F
Gabriel Landeskog said. “Obviously, you're never really going to be satisfied, never going to
be happy until you will that final game of the season. So, it stinks.”
• It's the third consecutive season the Avalanche have been eliminated in the second round.
They have not reached the third round since 2001-02.
• “It's tough to find any (positives) because nobody wants to play just a good regular season and
lose in the second round,” Colorado forward Mikko Rantanen said. “I know all of us wanted to
win, that's what we were pushing for. So right now it's tough to find positives.”
• “We've got a lot of guys that buy into their roles. It's nice to see them get rewarded,” Golden
Knights’ captain Mark Stone said. “Those guys have been soldiers for us all year. For those guys
to come through…we had so many guys come in and out of the line-up throughout this series,
and that's what it takes to beat a team like that.”
• “It's so hard to get to this point,” DeBoer said. “Everyone talks about winning the Stanley
Cup…this is hard. It's hard to win a series, it's hard to make the playoffs in this league. What
these men here have accomplished is unreal.”
• The Golden Knights are the third team in history to reach the SF in three of their first four
seasons, joining the New York Rangers and St. Louis Blues.
• Colorado is now 2-13 when trailing three games-to-two in a best-of-seven series.
• Avalanche forward Andre Burakovsky scored his 10th goal in an elimination game, which trails
only Washington Capitals forward Alex Ovechkin’s 13 for the most among active players.
• On the day after this game, Rod Brind'Amour of the Carolina Hurricanes, Dean Evason of the
Minnesota Wild and Joel Quenneville of the Florida Panthers were named finalists for
the 2020-21 Jack Adams Award, presented to the head coach who has “contributed the most
to his team’s success.”
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2021 NORTH DIVISION FINAL
3

WINNIPEG JETS 63 v. 4 MONTRÉAL CANADIENS 59

GM KEVIN CHEVELDAYOFF, HC PAUL MAURICE v. GM MARC BERGEVIN, INTERIM HC DOMINIQUE DUCHARME

CANADIENS SWEEP SERIES
Wednesday, June 2

1848 CT on HNIC, NBSCN

C Cuthbert, C Simpson

MONTREAL 5 @ WINNIPEG 3

1830 CT on HNIC, USA

MONTREAL 1 @ WINNIPEG 0

FIRST PERIOD
MONTREAL, Jesperi Kotkaniemi 4 (Jeff Petry, Erik Gustafsson) 3:30
MONTREAL, Eric Staal 1 (Corey Perry, Joel Edmundson) 5:10
WINNIPEG, Adam Lowry 1 (unassisted) 11:52 SHG
MONTREAL, Nick Suzuki 3 (Joel Edmundson, Cole Caufield) 17:14

1.
2.
3.
4.

Friday, June 4

FIRST PERIOD
NO SCORING
Penalties ― None
SECOND PERIOD
1. MONTREAL, Tyler Toffoli 3 (Shea Weber, Artturi Lehkonen) 1:41 SHG GWG

Penalties ― Evans M 5:40, Toninato W 11:02, Kotkaniemi M 18:16

Penalties ― Byron M 0:22, Perreault W 10:12

SECOND PERIOD
NO SCORING

THIRD PERIOD

Penalties ― Kotkaniemi M 8:26
Penalties ― Weber M 4:31

THIRD PERIOD
WINNIPEG, Derek Forbort 1 (Pierre-Luc Dubois, Mathieu Perreault) 9:22
MONTREAL, Brendan Gallagher 2 (Shea Weber, Jeff Petry) 11:04 PPG GWG
WINNIPEG, Kyle Connor 3 (Nikolaj Ehlers, Neal Pionk) 18:18
MONTREAL, Jake Evans 1 (Tyler Toffoli, Eric Staal) 19:03 ENG

5.
6.
7.
8.

Shots on goal by
CANADIENS
7
10
7
24
JETS
8
8
14
30
MONTREAL, Carey Price; WINNIPEG, Connor Hellebuyck

Penalties ― Morrissey W 9:49, Scheifele W 13:12, Scheifele W (major, game misconduct) 19:03
Shots on goal by
CANADIENS
12
9
12
33
JETS
11
11
8
30
MONTREAL, Carey Price (2.24 GAA, .932 sv pct in First Round); WINNIPEG, Connor Hellebuyck (1.60 • .950)
Power play: MTL ― 1 for 4 4 for 23 SCP • WPG ― 0 for 3 3 for 13 SCP
Referees: Eric Furlatt, Brad Meier
Linesmen: Steve Barton, Kiel Murchison
500 fully vaccinated, health-care workers— due to COVID-19 regulations — at Bell MTS Place
• During this regular season, the Jets and Canadiens met nine times. Winnipeg won six of
those games and Montreal three. The Jets outscored the Canadiens, 31-28, over the nine games.
Jets’ forward Kyle Connor led the club with 6g, 4a, 10 pts v. Montreal and Canadiens’ forward
Tyler Toffoli led the team with 6g, 3a, 9 pts v. Winnipeg.
• On the day of this game, the NHL held its 2021 Entry Draft Lottery. The top three choices
in the upcoming draft go to 1 Buffalo Sabres 2 Seattle Kraken 3 Anaheim Ducks.

 G Carey Price MTL  D Ben Chiarot MTL  D Josh Morrissey

WPG

• Montreal forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi opened the scoring with his eighth career Stanley Cup
Playoff goal and fourth of the 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs. Only one player has scored more playoff
goals for the franchise before their 21st birthday – Claude Lemieux had ten.
• Canadiens have won four straight games in a single postseason for just the fourth time
in 30 years. The others: 1993 (11 GP & 4 GP) and 2014 (5 GP). Their 11-game winning streak
during the 1993 Stanley Cup Playoffs also stands as the longest such stretch in franchise
history.
This marks the Canadiens’ first playoff win against the Jets/Thrashers. Montreal has now
earned a postseason win against 23 NHL franchises (active and defunct), a feat only four other
franchises have accomplished: New York Rangers (24), Chicago (24), Detroit (24) and Toronto
(23).
Canadiens own an all-time series record of 63-11 when leading one game-to-none in a
best-of-seven (.851), including a 1-0 mark in 2021. It marks the third-highest such win
percentage in Stanley Cup Playoff history behind the Oilers (.875; 21-3) and Ducks (.867; 132).
• “I thought the way we came out in that first 10, 15 minutes and the way we battled, the way
we played, a couple early goals, and it kind of set the tone for us,” Canadiens’ forward Corey
Perry said. “It's not easy coming off a Game Seven (a 3-1 win against the Toronto Maple Leafs
on Monday), the high and getting ready for Game One of a new series and new opponent, and
only two days later.”
• “We were solid on both sides of the puck,” Montreal interim head coach Dominique Ducharme
said. “We made good decisions with the puck and had support and created offense. Without the
puck, we defended well and we were on them all night. We had numbers on them defensively
and didn't give them much. It was a pretty complete game.”
• “They came out with a lot of energy while we were just trying to establish our game,” Jets’
netminder Connor Hellebuyck said. “I think moving forward here, we are going to keep finetuning our game more and more. We're going to continue to get better.”
• Canadiens’ forward Jake Evans was taken off the ice on a stretcher with 57 seconds remaining
in the third period. He was injured on a hit by Mark Scheifele after wrapping the puck into an
empty net to make it 5-3. Scheifele was assessed a charging major and game misconduct. On
the day after this game, Scheifele was handed a four-game suspension by the League.
• “Hopefully the young man is going to be all right,” Winnipeg head coach Paul Maurice said. “It's
such a highly unusual play because you're backchecking back to kill an empty-net play, you're
coming full speed. When Mark stopped skating, he kept his arms in. It's a heavy, heavy hit.
There's no doubt about that. I'm sure the League will have its opinion.”
• Ducharme said, “You never want to see that, a player down on the ice like that. We went
through that in Toronto with [John] Tavares (injury in Game One). He's not a player in our
uniform, but it's an accident and both sides want him to feel better. I didn't feel that from the
other side when it happened.”
• “I just like the big games,” Montreal forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi said. “Every game matters,
so trying to do your best and you're trying hard enough, every once in a while you get the puck
in the net.”
• “Playoffs are about adapting and getting to know your opponent and being ready for your
opponent and knowing who is on the ice,” Perry said. “They have guys over there that can
break a game open with speed and skill and guys that can score. We know who's on the ice, we
just have to be aware of that. We just have to take care of ourselves and we're going to be OK.”
• “I think we knew they were going to come out, they were going to have their legs right away
[with] them coming off that emotional game in Toronto and, you know, being sharp,” Jets’
forward Adam Lowry said. “I think we just lacked a little sharpness early. A couple of mental
mistakes. Dug ourselves a hole but, you know, [we] didn't quit.”
• “I thought [the Canadiens] were real good. They looked like they were right in their rhythm. We
weren't as good as we have been,” Maurice said. “We didn't come to the rink to play regularseason hockey. We understand. We're excited about the challenge we have here. We can get
better, we know that. They played a [heck] of a game.”
• Jets’ forward Paul Stastny did not play for undisclosed reasons and was replaced by Dominic
Toninato, who had one hit in 5:33 of ice time. Maurice said Stastny is day to day.
• Winnipeg defenceman Dylan DeMelo left the game after sustaining a lower-body injury on the
opening shift of the game. Maurice said he will have a better idea of his status Thursday.
• The Jets and Canadiens wore special helmet decals to pay tribute to the 215
children in Kamloops, B.C., and to show support for all Indigenous communities.

Power play: MTL ― 0 for 1 1 for 5 series 4 for 24 SCP • WPG ― 0 for 2 0 for 5 series 3 for 15 SCP
Referees: Eric Furlatt, Kevin Pollock
Linesmen: Steve Barton, Scott Cherrey
— due to COVID-19 regulations — at Bell MTS Place
• On the day of this game, San Jose Sharks’ RW Kurtis Gabriel, Nashville Predators’
goaltender Pekka Rinne and New Jersey Devils defenceman P.K. Subban were named finalists
for the 2021 King Clancy Memorial Trophy, which is presented “to the player who best
exemplifies leadership qualities on and off the ice and has made a noteworthy humani tarian
contribution in his community.”
• Entering this game, Montreal forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi has eight career playoff goals (17
GP), including a team-leading four in 2021. Dating to the 1991 Stanley Cup Playoffs, only six
players have recorded more postseason goals before their 21st birthday. They are Jaromir
Jagr (14 in 45 GP w/ PIT), Jordan Staal (13 in 49 GP w/ PIT), Patrick Kane (9 in 16 GP w/
CHI), Sidney Crosby (9 in 25 GP w/ PIT), Rod Brind'Amour (9 in 30 GP w/ STL) and Mike
Modano (9 in 32 GP w/ Minnesota North Stars).

 G Carey Price MTL  G Connor Hellebuyck WPG  C Tyler Toffoli MTL
• Canadiens’ netminder Carey Price recorded his fifth career road Stanley Cup Playoff shutout.
He ties Ken Dryden (5) for the second most in franchise history, trailing only Jacques
Plante (7).
• With this win, Canadiens extend their winning streak to five games, their longest in a
single postseason since 2014 (also 5-0). The last time the Canadiens had a postseason winning
streak of longer than five games was in 1993 when they matched a Stanley Cup Playoff record
with an 11-game run en route to winning their most recent Stanley Cup.
• Montreal (5-0) becomes the first team with a five-game playoff winning streak after having
a sub.-500 win percentage during that preceding regular season since Los Angeles in 2012
(8-0).
• “The guys did a great job in front; it was a pretty complete team effort tonight,” Canadiens’
netminder Carey Price said after his eighth career Stanley Cup Playoff shutout. “We're playing
well on both sides of the puck. We're just making smart decisions and backing each other up all
over the ice.”
• “It was a difficult time and a challenge for us being down 1-3, but we believed that with what
we went through, what we needed to make a push to come back in that round,” Montreal interim
head coach Dominique Ducharme said of their First Round series v. Toronto. “And I think
everyone engaging and stepping up their game and doing it together, and then at the same time
we're learning to win as a group.”
• “Big improvement for us from Game One,” Winnipeg head coach Paul Maurice said. “Neither
team scores an even-strength goal, hard-to-come-by opportunities at either end of the ice. But
much, much better than our Game One.”
• “I think when we had our backs against the wall (against Toronto), I think we all looked at
ourselves in the mirror and I think we all saw that we had much better,” Montreal forward Phillip
Danault said. “This couldn't be it. It couldn't be like that, our year. We've went through a lot
and we've got a tight group. Good energy in the locker room.”
• Price made 14 saves in the third period, including against Jets’ forward Kyle Connor with three
seconds left that went straight off Price’s head. “They put the pressure on,” Price said.
“Obviously, they're playing desperate hockey at the end of the game and they're just funneling
pucks towards the net. Like I said, we battle and compete in front and some of them just hit
you.”
• The Jets were without centre Mark Scheifele, who served the first of a four-game suspension
he received for charging Canadiens forward Jake Evans in Game One. Scheifele led Winnipeg
in the regular season with 63 points (21 goals, 42 assists) in 56 games and had two goals and
three assists in five playoff games.
• “Aside from not scoring, we played a full 60 (minutes) today,” Winnipeg forward Nikolaj
Ehlers said. “We played hard and we've got to keep that going. We work hard for each other,
it's going to go well. We're going to take a look at this game and look forward to the next one.”
• Jets’ centre Paul Stastny missed his second straight game because of an undisclosed injury.
Scheifele and Stastny were replaced by forwards Kristian Vesalainen (one shot, three hits in
13:50) and Jansen Harkins (three hits in 7:47).

Monday, June 7

2000 ET on HNIC, NHL Network

WINNIPEG 2 @ MONTREAL 3

OVERTIME

FIRST PERIOD
1. MONTREAL, Erik Gustafsson 1 (Nick Suzuki, Tyler Toffoli) 8:01 PPG
2. MONTREAL, Arturri Lehkonen 2 (Brett Kulak, Brendan Gallagher) 19:09
Penalties ― Copp W 6:57, Kulak M 9:41, Dubois W 15:51
SECOND PERIOD
3. WINNIPEG, Logan Stanley 1 (Jordie Benn, Kyle Connor) 1:40
4. WINNIPEG, Logan Stanley 2 (Kyle Connor, Mason Appleton) 5:29
Penalties ― Ehlers W 18:51
THIRD PERIOD
NO SCORING
Penalties ― None
FIRST OVERTIME PERIOD
5. MONTREAL, Tyler Toffoli 4 (Cole Caufield, Nick Suzuki) 1:39 GWG

Sunday, June 6

Penalties ― None

1800 ET on SN, NBCSN

Shots on goal by
JETS
7
4
5
0
16
CANADIENS
12
13
14
2
41
WINNIPEG, Connor Hellebuyck; MONTREAL, Carey Price

WINNIPEG @ MONTREAL
FIRST PERIOD
1. MONTREAL, Corey Perry 3 (Eric Staal, Joel Armia) 4:45
Penalties ― Morrissey W 7:55
SECOND PERIOD
2. MONTREAL, Artturi Lehkonen 1 (Phillip Danault, Brendan Gallagher) 9:24 GWG
3. MONTREAL, Joel Armia 3 (unassisted) 13:41 SHG
4. WINNIPEG, Adam Lowry 2 (Mathieu Perreault, Mason Appleton) 17:51
Penalties ― Canadiens’ bench (served by Perry) 12:49, Stastny W 13:41
THIRD PERIOD
5. MONTREAL, Nick Suzuki 4 (Cole Caufield, Tyler Toffoli) 8:52 PPG
6. MONTREAL, Joel Armia 4 (Joel Edmundson) 16:42 SHG ENG
Penalties ― Stastny W 8:43, Dubois W 9:57, Copp W 13:37, Anderson M 14:59
Shots on goal by
JETS
7
6
13
26
CANADIENS
10
15
8
33
WINNIPEG, Connor Hellebuyck; MONTREAL, Carey Price
Power play: WPG ― 0 for 2 0 for 7 series 3 for 17 SCP • MTL ― 1 for 5 2 for 10 series 5 for 29 SCP
Referees: Brad Meier, Kevin Pollock
Linesmen: Scott Cherrey, Kiel Murchison
2,500 — due to COVID-19 regulations — at Centre Bell
• On the day of this game, the Government of Canada approved an exemption for cross-border
travel to the NHL. It will allow the final two rounds of the Stanley Cup Playoffs to be played in
Canada. The border has been closed to nonessential travel since 19 March 2020. Currently,
travelers arriving in Canada face a mandatory 14-day quarantine. The exemption requires arrival
into and departure from Canada by private jet, daily COVID-19 testing, and a modified
quarantine bubble for the teams. For the most part, teams playing in Canada in the semifinals,
and potentially the Stanley Cup Final, will be limited to the hotel and the rink, and interaction
with the public will be limited as much as possible.

 RW Joel Armia MTL  LW Artturi Lehkonen

MTL

 G Carey Price MTL

• Canadiens have not trailed for 376:14, the fifth-longest stretch in Stanley Cup Playoff
history and the third longest in franchise history — 488:38 in 1960 and 388:43 in 1978.
• Canadiens have scored a shorthanded goal in consecutive playoff games for the fourth time
— also Games Three & Four of 1991 Adams DF; Games Two & Three of 1968 SCF; Games Three
& Four of 1955 SF.
• Carey Price becomes the first Canadiens’ goaltender since Patrick Roy (11-0 in 1993) to earn
six consecutive wins in a single playoff year.
• Canadiens extended their win streak to six games, their longest run since their Stanley
Cup Playoff record 11-game run in 1993 en route to winning their most recent Stanley Cup.
• “It's a different kind of confidence you get in the game when you know that you can trust the
guy in the net, and I think he's been unbelievable,” Canadiens’ forward Joel Armia said of
netminder Carey Price.
• “It's nice to get one behind [Price],” Jets’ forward Adam Lowry said. “Earlier in the year, I think
everybody was ready to run Carey out of town and he couldn't find his game. Now he's back to
the form that they all expect. It's in our best interest to chip away at that confidence and you
just continue to get bodies to the net. He's a world-class goalie for a reason.”
• “We know we're in a nice little rhythm right now, but we went through this last series and we
know how quickly these things can change,” Montreal forward Brendan Gallagher said. “We
obviously have the advantage right now, but you've got to make sure that you don't give the
other team any life, any hope.”
• “I think it's great for us right now, to be honest with you,” Jets’ captain Blake Wheeler said of
Games Three and Four being back-to-back. “Having to sit in a hotel room all day tomorrow and
stew on that one, you would have a lot of guys burning inside…Hopefully we get a good feeling
in our room and start to rebuild ourselves. We've got to win a hockey game, no different than it
was today. We've got to win one game, and then we'll see what happens.”
• Canadiens’ defenceman Jeff Petry left the game after the second period because of an upperbody injury. “We'll have more news tomorrow,” Montreal interim head coach Dominique
Ducharme said. “He's going to get checked out again.”
• Jets’ forward Paul Stastny was minus-2 with no shots on goal in 16:25 after missing the first
two games of the series because of an undisclosed injury.

© Steve Lansky 2021

Power play: WPG ― 0 for 1 0 for 8 series 3 for 18 SCP • MTL ― 1 for 3 3 for 13 series 6 for 32 SCP
Referees: Eric Furlatt, Brad Meier
Linesmen: Steve Barton, Kiel Murchison
2,500 — due to COVID-19 regulations — at Centre Bell
• Montreal, which owns an all-time record of 33-0 when leading three games-to-none in a
best-of-seven series, have recorded a-record 22 sweeps in that scenario. And they are 29-0
(1.000) when they lead 3-1.
• The Jets are aiming to become the fifth team in Stanley Cup Playoff history to erase a three
games-to-none deficit. The only teams to do so are the 2014 Kings (R1 v. SJ), 2010 Flyers (CSF
v. BOS), 1975 Islanders (QF v. PIT) and 1942 Maple Leafs (SCF v. DET).

 C Tyler Toffoli MTL  D Logan Stanley

WPG

 LW Artturi Lehkonen

MTL

• The Canadiens have not trailed for even one second of playing time since Game Four of their
First Round series v. Toronto — a streak of 437 minutes and 53 seconds. That streak is the
second longest in Stanley Cup Playoff history. In 1960, the Canadiens did not trail at during
during the entire postseason — a run of 488 minutes and 38 seconds. If these Canadiens make
it until 50:46 of their first game in the upcoming semi-final without trailing, they will eclipse that
mark.
• Canadiens swept a best-of-seven series in which they never trailed for the seventh time in
franchise history — 1978 SF v. TOR, 1977 QF v. STL, 1960 SCF v. TOR, 1960 SF v. CHI, 1954
SF v. BOS & 1946 SF v. CHI — the most among all teams. It marks the 19 th such instance in
Stanley Cup Playoff history and the first since the Blackhawks swept the Wild in such fashion in
the 2015 Second Round.
• Canadiens’ interim head coach Dominique Ducharme became the fifth head coach in history to
earn a win streak of seven-or-more games in his first career postseason joining Guy Boucher (8
GP in 2011 w/ TB), Lindy Ruff (8 GP in 1998 w/ BUF), John Muckler (8 GP in 1990 w/ EDM)
and Pat Burns (7 GP in 1989 w/ MTL).
• Canadiens’ forward Tyler Toffoli won the series on a one-timer from low in the left face-off circle
off a cross-ice pass from rookie F Cole Caufield after F Nick Suzuki won a battle along the
boards. “I think that's definitely one of the bigger ones,” Toffoli said about the significance of
his goal. “It's fun right now. We're doing a good job, and it just kind of feels like we're all kind
of playing as one.”
• “Obviously, we're excited about the opportunity, but we've got a lot of work ahead of us,”
Montreal netminder Carey Price said of his team’s upcoming trip to the Stanley Cup SF.
• Montreal's winning streak is its longest in the playoffs since 1993, when it won 11 straight during
a run to its most recent Stanley Cup championship. “We can write our own story,” Canadiens’
interim head coach Dominique Ducharme said. “That's what we want to do.”
• “We just couldn't get the first goal,” Winnipeg captain F Blake Wheeler said. “We just couldn't
do it all series, and that plays right into their hands, especially their top four defensemen. They're
big and heavy and they do a great job of just clearing pucks and throwing them out of the
zone…They're playing at a really high level right now. You just have to give them all the credit.”
• “You know that the team that's down has got their backs against the wall and they're going to
bring their best effort,” Montreal captain D Shea Weber said. “So it's always the hardest one to
close out and you know you don't want to give it too many chances. As you've seen in the past,
things can turn around really quickly.”
• After the Jets tied it 2-2, the Canadiens outshot them 25-6 the rest of the way in the game.
“[Netminder Connor Hellebuyck] gives us a chance to win every night, and unfortunately we
weren't able to score enough for him this series,” Winnipeg forward Adam Lowry said. “But he
gave us a chance every night to be in the game and we just weren't able to buy a couple.”
• Montreal defenceman Jeff Petry did not play after leaving Game Three with an upper-body
injury. He was replaced by rookie Alexander Romanov, who had one shot on goal and one hit
in 9:27 in his Stanley Cup Playoff debut.
• Montreal is the third team in Stanley Cup Playoff history to sweep a best-of-seven series
after coming back from down three games-to-one in the previous round, joining the Edmonton
Oilers in 1990 and the Tampa Bay Lightning in 2011.
• Montreal centre Tyler Toffoli, 28, led the club in scoring in this series with 2g, 3a, 5 pts and a
+3 rating. For the Jets, LW Kyle Connor, 24, topped the club with 1g, 2a, 3 pts and a -4 rating.
• In this series, Canadiens’ netminder Carey Price stopped 97 of the 103 shots he faced for a
.942 sv pct with one shutout and a 1.49 GAA.
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2021 STANLEY CUP SEMI-FINAL
3 CEN

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING 75 v.

4 EAST

NEW YORK ISLANDERS 71

GM JULIEN BRISEBOIS, HC JON COOPER v. GM LOU LAMORIELLO, HC BARRY TROTZ

LIGHTNING WIN SERIES IN 7
Sunday, June 13

1500 ET on HNIC, NBC

K Albert, E Olczyk, B Boucher

NEW YORK 2 @ TAMPA BAY 1
FIRST PERIOD
NO SCORING
Penalties ― Martin N Goodrow T 0:08, McDonagh T 3:22, Goodrow T 9:21
SECOND PERIOD
1. NEW YORK, Mathew Barzal 4 (Josh Bailey) 12:32
Barzal takes long lead pass, fights off D Rutta as he barrels to the net, fires it low through Vasilevskiy five-hole
Penalties ― Cernak T 16:41, Palmieri N 19:23
THIRD PERIOD
2. NEW YORK, Ryan Pulock 4 (Jordan Eberle) 5:36 GWG
Pulock blasts low shot from inside the blueline and Vasilevskiy just lets it squeak in between blocker and body
3. TAMPA BAY, Brayden Point 9 (Alex Killorn, Nikita Kucherov) 19:07 PPG with extra attacker
w/ 52.8 on clock, playing 6-on-4, Point takes puck in close and shelfs it beautifully over Varlamov’s glove side
Penalties ― Nelson N 18:22
Shots on goal by
ISLANDERS
14
9
8
31
LIGHTNING
11
9
11
31
NEW YORK, Semyon Varlamov (2.62 GAA, .925 sv pct in SCP); TAMPA BAY, Andrei Vasilevskiy (2.24 • .934)
Power play: NYI ― 0 for 3 9 for 35 SCP • TB ― 1 for 2 16 for 38 SCP
Referees: 6 Eric Furlatt, 11 Kelly Sutherland
Linesmen: 96 David Brisebois, 95 Jonny Murray
14,513 at AMALIE Arena (76% of capacity due to COVID-19 protocols)
NYI dressed — 2 D Leddy, 3 D Pelech, 4 D Greene, 6 D Pulock, 7 RW Eberle, 8 D Dobson, 12 RW Bailey,
13 C Barzal, 14 C Zajac, 15 RW Clutterbuck, 17 LW Martin, 18 LW Beauvillier, 21 RW Palmieri, 24 D Mayfield,
29 C Nelson, 44 C Pageau, 47 RW Komarov, 53 C Cizikas • 30 G Sorokin, 40 G Varlamov
TB dressed — 9 C Johnson, 14 LW Maroon, 17 LW Killorn, 18 LW Palat, 19 C Goodrow, 20 C Coleman, 21 C Point,
27 D McDonagh, 37 C Gourde, 44 D Rutta, 58 D Savard, 71 C Cirelli, 77 D Hedman, 79 C Colton, 81 D Cernak,
86 RW Kucherov, 91 C Stamkos C, 98 D Sergachev • 35 G McElhinney, 88 G Vasilevskiy
• Entering this series, the Lightning power play ranked first in these Stanley Cup Playoffs (15
for 36 for 41.7%) and the Islanders ranked fourth (9 for 32 for 28.1%).
• During this regular season, the Lightning and Islanders did not meet. That’s because the
COVID-19 pandemic saw teams play their 56 games entirely within their own division.
• Lightning forward Nikita Kucherov (5g, 13a, 18 pts in 11 GP) enters the SF leading all players
in points after also doing so during the 2020 Stanley Cup Playoffs (7g, 27a, 34 pts in 25 GP).
The Lightning forward can become the sixth different player in the NHL’s expansion era (since
1967-68) to lead the League in points in consecutive postseasons, joining Wayne Gretzky (3x:
1983-85; 2x: 1987-88), Guy Lafleur (3x: 1977-79), Mario Lemieux (2x: 1991-92), Rick
MacLeish (2x: 1974-75) and Phil Esposito (2x: 1969-70).
• Islanders’ goaltender Semyon Varlamov enters these 2021 Stanley Cup SF having won each of
his last three games after teammate Ilya Sorokin recorded a win streak of four games in the
First Round. With this win, Varlamov extended his run to four games and it marked just the
third time in history that a team has had two different goaltenders post personal win streaks of
four-or-more games in a single playoff year. The others are Boston in 1972 (Eddie Johnston:
6 GP & Gerry Cheevers: 4 GP) and Philadelphia in 1980 (Phil Myre: 5 GP & Pete Peeters: 5
GP).

 C Matt Barzal NYI  G Semyon Varlamov NYI  C Brayden Point TB
• “We played well the entire game,” Islanders’ netminder Semyon Varlamov said. “We played
hard, physical. We played our game. We were focusing on our game today. I thought that's why
we had success.”
• “I thought today was more reminiscent of Game Two and Three and Four and Five and Six from
last season,” New York head coach Barry Trotz said. “I think teams are pretty well the same as
they were last year. Systematically, we're pretty similar. There hasn't been any overhaul, I don't
think, on both sides. Pretty well what we expected, and in some ways that was good. Being
familiar with a team that you haven't played for [nine] months, it was good. It was a good start
for us.”
• “Our work ethic was there, our compete was there, our minds weren't there,” Lightning head
coach Jon Cooper said. “Some of our decisions were poor. That's what happens. You get this
deep into the playoffs, there are only four teams left, you've got to have everything working in
unison, and we just weren't quite there tonight.”
• Islanders’ forward Mathew Barzal has four goals in five games after not scoring in the first eight
of these playoffs. “In some games we've played, I don't need to get the fifth goal when we're
up 4-1,” Barzal said. “It's just a matter of trying to be there for the boys when they need me
and just doing the right things.”
• Islanders’ defenceman Ryan Pulock scored his third game-winning goal of the 2021 Stanley
Cup Playoffs. Only four defencemen in history have recorded more in a single playoff year: Paul
Coffey EDM 4 in 1985, Al MacInnis CGY 4 in 1989, Brian Leetch NYR 4 in 1994 and Slava
Voynov LA 4 in 2013.
• “I tried not to let that bother me in the regular season and just keep playing my game, play the
right way, play good defensively,” Pulock said of the fact he only scored twice during this regular
season. “I knew it would come, but obviously come playoff time, it's nice to contribute in that
way and kind of help out offensively. Every goal is huge in the playoffs. It's nice to get one or
two, just want to keep that going.”
• “It's weird because we're playing some really contrasting style teams,” Cooper said of New York
and the Carolina Hurricanes, who Tampa Bay defeated in five games in the second round. “The
Islanders do what they do, and they do it extremely well. We saw it, so now it's on us to pick it
apart.”
• “We knew it was going to be extremely tough,” Lightning captain forward Steven Stamkos said.
“We've been in this position before, so there's definitely no panic in this room. But we do realize
that it's going to be an extremely tight series and we just have to expect that going forward.”
• Islanders’ forward Oliver Wahlstrom participated in warm-ups for the first time since sustaining
a lower-body injury in Game Five of the first round against the Pittsburgh Penguins.

Thursday, June 17

2000 ET on HNIC, USA

TAMPA BAY 2 @ NEW YORK 1
FIRST PERIOD
1. TAMPA BAY, Yanni Gourde 3 (Blake Coleman, Erik Cernak) 6:40
Coleman came down the left side, fired, picked up rebound and sent it across slot to Gourde
Penalties ― None
SECOND PERIOD
2. NEW YORK, Cal Clutterbuck 4 (Matt Martin, Casey Cizikas) 17:01
After a save, E Cernak tried to slide the puck to his goaltender, but Clutterbuck reached in and shoved it home
3. TAMPA BAY, Brayden Point 11 (Victor Hedman, Nikita Kucherov) 19:42 GWG
As he’s being piled on by Cizikas in front, Point grabs rebound and sweeps it low past Varlamov • great effort
Penalties ― Sergachev T 14:28, Pelech N 17:38
THIRD PERIOD
NO SCORING
Penalties ― None
Shots on goal by
LIGHTNING
11
9
5
25
ISLANDERS
7
13
8
28
TAMPA BAY, Andrei Vasilevskiy; NEW YORK, Semyon Varlamov

Tuesday, June 15

2000 ET on HNIC, NBCSN

NEW YORK 2 @ TAMPA BAY 4
FIRST PERIOD
1. TAMPA BAY, Brayden Point 10 (Nikita Kucherov, David Savard) 8:58
Puck comes to Kucherov behind the net and, without any hesitation, he fires it to open Point in front
Ilya Sorokin replaced Semyon Varlamov in Islanders’ net at 13:10 of first period
2. NEW YORK, Brock Nelson 7 (unassisted) 13:30 PPG
On PP, Bailey throws puck at net and McDonagh deflects it right to Nelson in high slot • he fires glove side
Penalties ― Mayfield N Maroon T 3:15, Pulock N 4:16, Stamkos T 9:23, Point T 13:10, Martin N Maroon T
(majors) 13:45, Komarov N 16:28
Semyon Varlamov replaced Ilya Sorokin in Islanders’ net at start of second period
SECOND PERIOD
3. TAMPA BAY, Ondrej Palat 3 (Nikita Kucherov, Victor Hedman) 13:15
Kucherov has puck on LW boards in NYI zone • finds trailing Palat coming down the middle • scores stick side
Penalties ― Coleman T 3:29
THIRD PERIOD
4. TAMPA BAY, Jan Ruuta 1 (Barclay Goodrow, Blake Coleman) 2:16 GWG
From point, one-times a long blast that beats screened (by Bailey) Varlamov high stick side off post
5. TAMPA BAY, Victor Hedman 1 (Nikita Kucherov, Steven Stamkos) 9:17 PPG
On PP, Kucherov sends nice cross-ice pass to Hedman, who snaps it from circle thru Varlamov five-hole
6. NEW YORK, Mathew Barzal 5 (Jordan Eberle, Nick Leddy) 16:44
Eberle drives to net on his backhand • Vasilevskiy stops shot, but loses puck and Barzal fires it glove side
Penalties ― Zajac N 4:41, Zajac N 8:09, Komarov N (minor, served by Martin, 10-minute misconduct) Gourde T
10:55, Cernak T 11:09, Beauvillier N 13:50, Zajac N Martin N Goodrow T Cirelli T 20:00
Shots on goal by
ISLANDERS
10
7
9
26
LIGHTNING
17
8
8
33
NEW YORK, Semyon Varlamov, Ilya Sorokin (13:10 of first period), Semyon Varlamov (start of second period);
TAMPA BAY, Andrei Vasilevskiy
Power play: NYI ― 1 for 4 1 for 7 series 10 for 39 SCP • TB ― 1 for 5 2 for 7 series 17 for 43 SCP
Referees: 9 Dan O’Rourke, 8 Francis St. Laurent
Linesmen: 76 Michel Cormier, 58 Ryan Gibbons
14,771 at AMALIE Arena
NYI changes — None
TB changes — None
• On the day of this game, Flyers’ LW Oskar Lindblom was named winner of the 2021
Bill Masterton Memorial Trophy.

 RW Nikita Kucherov TB  G Andrei Vasilevskiy

TB

 D Victor Hedman TB

• Lightning RW Nikita Kucherov had three assists and 44 since the beginning of the 2020 Stanley
Cup Playoffs (12g, 44a, 56 pts in 38 GP), the most over a span of two postseasons since Maple
Leafs’ centre Doug Gilmour from 1993 to 1994 (16g, 47a, 63 pts in 39 GP).
• Tampa Bay defenceman Jan Rutta scores his first career Stanley Cup Playoff goal and his first
NHL marker since 14 December 2019.
• Lightning defenceman Victor Hedman scored his first goal of these Stanley Cup Playoffs and
ninth career playoff goal against the Islanders. Only four defencemen in Stanley Cup Playoff
history have scored more against a single franchise. They are Bobby Orr (12 v. NYR), Denis
Potvin (11 v. PHI), Paul Reinhart (11 v. EDM) and Paul Coffey (10 v. WPG).
• Lightning forward Brayden Point scored for a fifth straight game
• The Lightning have not lost consecutive games in the Stanley Cup Playoffs since the
2019 Eastern Conference First Round. They are 11-0 after a loss in that span.
• “We've got good leadership in our room, and they keep our team from getting too high or too
low,” Point said. “…I don't know, it's tough to put a finger on it really. It's gone good so far, but
we can't be happy with just this one. It's going to be a hard, long series. We've got to look at
the next one.”
• “We knew they were going to come with a good response after we got the first game,” New York
forward Brock Nelson said. “I thought we did a pretty good job coming out of the gates 1-1,
but it's hockey. Bounces, breaks, whatever it may be, they were able to get a couple and get
the lead, and we weren't able to get it back.”
• “Obviously, you guys know there was too many men on the ice,” Islanders’ head coach Barry
Trotz said, alluding to the fact that, on Ondrej Palat’s goal, video showed Tampa Bay had an
unnoticed-by-the-officials extra player on the ice. “They had seven guys, so disappointed at
that. But we tried to battle through that.”
• Lightning netminder Andrei Vasilevskiy kept the Lightning in front with a left-pad save on
an Anthony Beauvillier shot from point-blank range with seven seconds remaining in the
second period. “It's the timely saves that you need,” Tampa Bay head coach Jon Cooper said.
“To be able to go into the break up a goal instead of tied, those are tough ones to give up at the
end. But you need your guy back there to bail you out when you break down, and he sure did
that.”
• Jan Rutta scored the first goal by a Tampa Bay defenceman in the playoffs with a shot from the
right point to make it 3-1. “It was huge,” Lightning defenceman Victor Hedman said. “The first
game, no one mentioned that the defence didn't score any goals, but you lose that game and
all of a sudden it gets mentioned. We wanted to put an end to that tonight. What better way
than top shelf by ‘Roots.’ We're super happy obviously with the win, and we're excited to go up
to Long Island and keep it going.”
• Islanders’ netminder Semyon Varlamov went to the room at 13:10 of the first period after a
collision in the crease with Point, who received a minor penalty for goaltender interference.
Varlamov returned at the start of the second period. “First and foremost, I'm really glad to see
‘Varly’ come back in the game,” Point said. “You don't want to have collisions like that, and I
certainly wasn't trying to hurt anybody, so I was super happy to see he was all right and able
to finish the game and came back…It happens fast, so I can't really blame anyone (for the
penalty). I'm just glad everyone was all right because you don't like to see collisions like that.”
• Islanders’ centre Jean-Gabriel Pageau did not play in the final 13:32 of the game. Coach Trotz
said Pageau “tweaked something” but is expected to be able to play Game Three.
• Nikita Kucherov has an assist on 20 of Point's 32 career playoff goals (62.5 percent) — the
second-highest percent in Stanley Cup Playoff history among players with 25-or-more career
goals. Vancouver Canucks’ centre Henrik Sedin had an assist on 17 of Daniel Sedin's 25
Stanley Cup Playoff goals (68.0 percent).

Saturday, June 19

2000 ET on HNIC, USA

TAMPA BAY 2 @ NEW YORK 3
FIRST PERIOD
NO SCORING
Penalties ― Clutterbuck N 12:34
SECOND PERIOD
1. NEW YORK, Josh Bailey 6 (Brock Nelson, Anthony Beauvillier) 5:30
Takes no-look, cross-ice pass from Nelson, steps into high slot and just wires a wrist shot high glove side
2. NEW YORK, Mathew Barzal 6 (Cal Clutterbuck, Adam Pelech) 13:46
Clutterbuck takes long shot and Vasilevskiy sends rebound bound right to Barzal, who has wide open stick side
3. NEW YORK, Matt Martin 1 (Cal Clutterbuck, Adam Pelech) 17:57 GWG
Pelech fires one from a tough angle and rebound goes to Martin slot • he shelfs a backhand on Vasilevskiy
Penalties ― Sergachev T Palmieri N 13:46, Cernak T 14:32, Lightning bench (served by Johnson) 17:57

Power play: TB ― 0 for 1 2 for 8 series 17 for 44 SCP • NYI ― 0 for 1 1 for 8 series 10 for 40 SCP
Referees: 27 Eric Furlatt, 11 Kelly Sutherland
Linesmen: 96 David Brisebois, 95 Jonny Murray
12,978 at Nassau Veterans Memorial Coliseum
TB changes — None
NYI changes — None
• On the day of this game, Marc Bergevin of the Montreal Canadiens, Lou Lamoriello of the New
York Islanders and Bill Zito of the Florida Panthers were named the three finalists for the 2021
Jim Gregory General Manager of the Year Award, the National Hockey League announced.
• Also on this day, Carolina Hurricanes’ head coach Rod Brind’Amour was named winner of the
2021 Jack Adams Award.

 G Andrei Vasilevskiy TB  C Brayden Point TB  RW Cal Clutterbuck NYI
• Lightning forward Brayden Point leads the 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs with 11 goals thanks to
an active six-game goal streak. In this game, Point joined elite company by scoring in six straight
playoff games — a feat achieved by only 15 different players in Stanley Cup Playoff history and
most recently 15 years ago by Martin Havlat (6 GP in 2006 w/ OTT). The Stanley Cup Playoff
record is a ten-game goal streak in 1976 by Flyers’ RW Reggie ‘The Rifle’ Leach, during which
he scored 15 times.
• Point (33g, 32a, 65 pts in 58 GP) is averaging 0.57 goals per game through 58 career Stanley
Cup Playoff games — the seventh highest in history (minimum 30 GP) behind only Mario
Lemieux (0.71), Mike Bossy (0.66), Barry Pederson (0.65), Maurice Richard (0.62), Cam
Neely (0.61) and Wayne Gretzky (0.59).
• “The puck just took a good bounce and lands right on my stick,” Point said of his goal. “It's a
lucky one.”
• “It's everyone buying into the system,” Tampa Bay captain C Steven Stamkos said. “We know
what our job is, we talked about it in between the second and third. We've got a one-goal lead
going into the third period of a playoff game, we know what we have to do. We've done it time
and time again. This group is comfortable in these situations. It's the conference finals or
semifinals, whatever you want to call it. This time of the year, it's guys doing whatever it takes
to win, that's the most important thing. When you have a complete buy-in, you're getting results
like we're getting right now.”
• “They've been in this position a few times, obviously, they're Stanley Cup champions,” New York
head coach Barry Trotz said. “They've been in these situations. We tried. We have to get more
pucks, we're going to have to get inside. We had some chances, and Vasilevskiy made a couple
of key saves. They didn't have a lot tonight. I thought we were pretty good defensively as well.
A lot of stuff they got, I think we gave it to them. It's funny, as you go along this path deeper
and deeper, these teams are better and better, and you've got to dig in even harder and harder.”
• Lightning netminder Andrei Vasilevskiy is now 6-1 with a 1.58 goals-against average and .953
save percentage in seven road games this postseason. “I think the biggest thing is trying to get
in lanes, and you know ‘Vasy's’ back there to bail us out when they do get through,” Tampa
Bay centre Anthony Cirelli said.
• “We're a veteran team,” Islanders’ forward Matt Martin said. “I think we try to brush off
anything that comes our way throughout a game. That's always made us successful is our
composure and the way we stick to our identity and our game plan. So it was a big goal,
obviously, at the time to tie the game. Point gets one back not long later, but we still felt good
about our chances and we're always going to play with confidence because we believe we're a
good team. Obviously, you want to be playing with the lead, but we believe we can come back
in hockey games as well.”
• “It was will that got us through it,” Lightning head coach Jon Cooper said. “We'll need to have
that again if we're going to come in here in Game Four and do the same thing.”
• Cooper said defencemen Erik Cernak and Jan Rutta each sustained “some stingers” in the
third period but are expected to be able to play Game Four.
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THIRD PERIOD
4. TAMPA BAY, Brayden Point 12 (Ondrej Palat, Erik Cernak) 3:45
Steps over blue line with puck and just wires a low wrist shot off Greene’s skate and past Varlamov’s stick side
5. TAMPA BAY, Tyler Johnson 2 (Nikita Kucherov, Ryan McDonagh) 6:43
Dances out of corner with puck and, from circle to Varlamov’s right, snaps a beauty high glove into net
Penalties ― Hedman T 18:48
Shots on goal by
LIGHTNING
11
9
10
30
ISLANDERS
4
17
9
30
TAMPA BAY, Andrei Vasilevskiy; NEW YORK, Semyon Varlamov
Power play: TB ― 0 for 1 2 for 9 series 17 for 45 SCP • NYI ― 0 for 3 1 for 11 series 10 for 43 SCP
Referees: 8 Francois St. Laurent, 11 Kelly Sutherland
Linesmen: 76 Michel Cormier, 58 Ryan Gibbons
12,978 at Nassau Veterans Memorial Coliseum
TB changes — None
NYI changes — None
• Prior to this game, Hurricanes’ defenceman Jaccob Slavin was named winner of the 2021 Lady
Byng Memorial Trophy.

 LW Matt Martin NYI  RW Josh Bailey

NYI

 G Semyon Varlamov NYI

• Lightning forward Brayden Point scored and extended his goal streak to seven games (7g, 2a,
9 pts). Only one player in Stanley Cup Playoff history has recorded a longer such run in a single
playoff year — Reggie Leach PHI, ten games in 1976. And Point’s seven-game streak is the
longest in the Stanley Cup Playoffs since 1997, when Claude Lemieux had a seven-game streak
for the Avalanche.
• Islanders’ defenceman Ryan Pulock blocked a shot by Lightning D Ryan McDonagh with just
2.7 seconds left in the game and goaltender Semyon Varlamov caught out of position. "He
made a heck of a play with the spin-o-rama, and the net was open," Pulock said. "I just tried
to make myself big and take it away and I was able to get it. Obviously, you hear the sound of
the clock go and all the boys jump on you, it's a good feeling."
• "Our game was good," New York head coach Barry Trotz said. "I know that we probably had
more chances when I look at the game…Our 60-minute game was pretty decent other than the
seven or eight minutes where they surged on us, and we had a surge earlier. This is what we
expected, 2-2 going back (to Tampa). It's a best-of-three now."
• "It was red rotten — that second period," Lightning head coach Jon Cooper said. "These guys
have given it their all for whatever it's been now, a month and change, and sometimes you lay
an egg, and we laid one in the second period. It was unfortunate because you don't play well
sometimes, the breaks don't go your way…You realize how precious every period is and every
shift is and it's one of those, if you do bend, you can't break. And that second period, we broke.
It was a little self-inflicted. I'm proud of the guys for the push in the third, and you know what?
We're one save away from probably still playing right now. But you can't play 40 (minutes),
you've got to play 60."
• "The situation that we're in and how deep we are in the playoffs and how important these games
are, obviously there's probably no situation like this that I've had before," Pulock said.
"Obviously it feels good to score goals, but when you can save a game like that and get the win
like that, it's a good feeling."
• Mathew Barzal’s goal came after coach Trotz swapped Kyle Palmieri and Leo Komarov on
New York's top line early in the first period. Komarov played most of the game on the third line
with Jean-Gabriel Pageau and Travis Zajac.
• "It's something I've been contemplating each game," coach Trotz said. "They're going to be
low-scoring games. I don't think we can get into a track meet with this team, they finish so well.
I just felt that I had last change and just there was more cadence in this game, if you will. I just
felt that that would be an easier switch for me today. We'll see what we do next game."
• "Different nights, different guys are stepping up," Islanders’ forward Josh Bailey said. "You need
that in the postseason if you're going to make a run."
• "Now it's a best-of-three," Islanders’ forward Tyler Johnson said. "You have to look ahead, you
have to move forward. This game, you can't change anything now, so we've got to try to learn
from mistakes, be ready to play a full 60 minutes. You get that home ice back, and we have to
use it to our advantage."
• The Islanders have outscored opponents 23-10 in the second period this postseason.
•
•
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2021 STANLEY CUP SEMI-FINAL
3 CEN

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING 75 v.

4 EAST

NEW YORK ISLANDERS 71

GM JULIEN BRISEBOIS, HC JON COOPER v. GM LOU LAMORIELLO, HC BARRY TROTZ

LIGHTNING WIN SERIES IN 7
Monday, June 21

Wednesday, June 23

2020 ET on HNIC, NBCSN

NEW YORK 0 @ TAMPA BAY 8
FIRST PERIOD
1. TAMPA BAY, Steven Stamkos 6 (Alex Killorn, Anthony Cirelli) 0:45 GWG
Killorn fires from high slot but puck gets deflected straight to Stamkos in circle • he has wide open stick side
2. TAMPA BAY, Yanni Gourde 4 (Blake Coleman) 11:04
Gourde scoops up puck as Isles try to exit zone • goes straight to net & tries to pass • puck goes off Greene and in
3. TAMPA BAY, Alex Killorn 7 (David Savard) 15:27
Savard blasts from high slot • shot gets knocked down in front and Killorn dives to poke it past Varlamov
Ilya Sorokin replaced Semyon Varlamov in Islanders’ net at 15:27 of first period
Penalties ― None
SECOND PERIOD
4. TAMPA BAY, Steven Stamkos 7 (Victor Hedman, Nikita Kucherov) 5:42 PPG
On PP, Stamkos one-times a blast from circle to Sorokin’s right • beats netminder short side
5. TAMPA BAY, Ondrej Palat 4 (David Savard, Nikita Kucherov) 15:43
Right off draw, Savard floats a shot at the net that Palat tips beautifully thru Sorokin five-hole
6. TAMPA BAY, Alex Killorn 8 (Victor Hedman, Brayden Point) 17:53 PPG
On PP, from blueline, Hedman wrists low shot at the net and Killorn tips it over Sorokin from right in front
Penalties ― Nelson N 4:44, Clutterbuck N 9:33, Palmieri N 12:40, Martin N Schenn T (majors) 17:08,
Pageau N 17:31, McDonagh T 18:41, Barzal N (major, game misconduct) Pageau N Cirelli T 20:00
THIRD PERIOD
7. TAMPA BAY, Brayden Point 13 (Nikita Kucherov, Steven Stamkos) 1:59 PPG
Lightning-fast passes from Kucherov to Stamkos to Point in high slot • wires a one-timer high stick side
8. TAMPA BAY, Luke Schenn 1 (Pat Maroon, Ross Colton) 12:05
Puck comes up boards to Schenn at line • his quick shot hits Pulock’s right skate in front and deflect in
Penalties ― Pelech N Gourde T (majors) Mayfield N (10-minute misconduct) Goodrow T (double minor, 10minute misconduct) Martin N (minor, 10-minute misconduct) 16:30
Shots on goal by
ISLANDERS
5
9
7
21
LIGHTNING
19
14
7
40
NEW YORK, Semyon Varlamov, Ilya Sorokin (15:27 of first period); TAMPA BAY, Andrei Vasilevskiy
Power play: NYI ― 0 for 1 1 for 12 series 10 for 44 SCP • TB ― 3 for 6 5 for 15 series 20 for 51 SCP
Referees: 6 Francis Charron, 19 Gord Dwyer
Linesmen: 50 Scott Cherrey, 79 Kiel Murchison
14,791 at AMALIE Arena
NYI changes — None
TB changes — 2 D Schenn in → 81 D Cernak out
• On the morning of this game, former NHL defenceman and 1984 Hobey Baker Award winner
Tom Kurvers, 58, passed away, succumbing to lung cancer. Kurvers played eleven NHL
seasons from 1984-95 and won the 1986 Stanley Cup with the Montréal Canadiens.

 C Steven Stamkos TB  C Alex Killorn TB  G Andrei Vasilevskiy

TB

• This was the largest margin of victory in Lightning playoff history, and the worst margin
of defeat in Islanders’ postseason history.
• Tampa Bay has not lost consecutive Stanley Cup Playoff games since the 2019 Eastern
Conference First Round (13-0) — the longest such run in NHL history.
• “It's certainly a response and a mindset, and it starts with our goalie,” Lightning captain Steven
Stamkos said of Tampa’s ability to win after losing. “‘Vasy’ just has an amazing ability to
bounce back, whether he plays great or he doesn't play great. Most of the time he plays great,
but if we lose, he takes that personally. He was outstanding tonight. He made some big saves
early, settles us into a game, we get some goals, we get some confidence. The whole group,
when we don't play our game, from the coaching staff to the players, we have an ability to break
down the tape, realize what we did wrong and then make the corrections. It comes with
experience, which we certainly have at this time of the year, and it just comes with maturity as
a group. It's a fun group to be part of because we know when we don't play our best, we're
going to bring it the next night. That's what we're going to expect from them next game, so
we're going to have to be prepared for that.”
• Lightning forward Brayden Point (13g, 5a, 18 pts in 16 GP), who now sits six goals shy of
the Stanley Cup Playoff record for most in a playoff year, became just the second player in
League history to register a playoff goal streak of eight-or-more games, behind only Reggie ‘The
Rifle’ Leach who had a 10-game run in 1976 with the Flyers.
• “I'm not thinking about it,” Point said of his now 8-game goal streak. “It's playoff time, and
personal stats don't mean anything. It's about wins. Our group played solid tonight and we got
a big win. It doesn't happen without teammates. I've had a lot of goals these playoffs that have
been great setups or tap-ins, so it's been a group effort.”
• Lightning defenceman Victor Hedman (1g, 15a, 16 pts in 16 GP) boosted his career totals in
the Stanley Cup Playoffs to 18g, 68a, 86 pts in 125 games and moved into a tie with
Pittsburgh’s Kris Letang (22g, 64a, 86 pts in 142 GP) and Chicago’s Duncan Keith (18g, 68a,
86 pts in 135 GP) for the most playoff points among active defencemen.
• “In the end, it's one win,” Tampa Bay head coach Jon Cooper said. “Regardless what you win
by, it's the win that matters, not by how much. It's a clean slate in two nights and we've got to
get after it again.”
• “At the end of the day, we're going back home, it's 3-2 and we've just got to focus on earning
the right to keep playing,” Islanders’ head coach Barry Trotz said. “At the end of the day, we
could've lost 1-0 tonight in double or triple overtime and it feels like it's the same result. We can
fix a lot of things that we put ourselves into today, and we're going to have to have our best
game. They've been here before, we've been here before, and we're going to have to have our
best effort from every player on our team. And if we do that, we'll be back here for Game Seven
(on Friday).”
• “We weren't managing the puck very well, whether it was at our blue line or through the neutral
zone or their blue line,” Islanders’ defenceman Andy Greene said. “We turned a lot of pucks
over, and obviously they're a great transition team, and you start giving them chances like that,
they're going to make you pay.”
• Mathew Barzal was given a major penalty and a game misconduct for cross-checking Lightning
defenceman Jan Rutta at the end of the second period. Cooper did not have an update on
Rutta, who did not play in the third. ”I'm disappointed because it wasn't going well and you just
sort of dug it a little deeper for the guys,” Trotz said of Barzal, who was ultimately fined $5,000
for the cross-check on Rutta.
• Islanders’ defenceman Ryan Pulock, who blocked a shot with 2.7 seconds left to preserve New
York's 3-2 win in Game Four, was minus-4 in 19:11 of ice time.
• Lightning defenceman Erik Cernak did not play because of an upper-body injury he sustained
in the third period of Game Four. Coach Cooper did not have an update on his availability for
Game Six.

Friday, June 25

2000 ET on HNIC, NBCSN

TAMPA BAY 2 @ NEW YORK 3

OVERTIME

FIRST PERIOD
1. TAMPA BAY, Brayden Point 14 (Anthony Cirelli) 16:02
Lightning get several tries in front • Point picks up loose puck and swats a backhand stick side past Varlamov
Penalties ― None
SECOND PERIOD
2. TAMPA BAY, Anthony Cirelli 4 (Ondrej Palat) 12:36
Cirelli takes beautiful lead pass as he’s racing up the left side • cuts to the net and snaps it five-hole
3. NEW YORK, Jordan Eberle 4 (Mathew Barzal) 14:22
Takes short pass while cutting into high slot • takes a couple strikes and fires a quick backhand high stick side
Penalties ― Clutterbuck N 6:23, Hedman T 7:25, Sergachev T 8:07, Coleman T Mayfield N 20:00
THIRD PERIOD
4. NEW YORK, Scott Mayfield 2 (Mathew Barzal, Adam Pelech) 11:16
Takes pass in circle and shelfs a sensational shot high short side, off post and into back of net • a beauty!
Penalties ― Killorn T 8:15, Martin N 14:03
FIRST OVERTIME PERIOD
5. NEW YORK, Anthony Beauvillier (unassisted) 1:08 GWG
Coming out of the corner in his own zone, Coleman hands it right to Beauvillier • wrists it high glove side
Penalties ―
Shots on goal by
LIGHTNING
6
9
9
0
24
ISLANDERS
7
11
9
1
28
TAMPA BAY, Andrei Vasilevskiy; NEW YORK, Semyon Varlamov
Power play: TB ― 0 for 2 5 for 17 series 20 for 53 SCP • NYI ― 0 for 3 1 for 15 series 10 for 47 SCP
Referees: 19 Gord Dwyer, 28 Chris Lee
Linesmen: 94 Bryan Pancich, 51 Andrew Smith
12,978 at Nassau Veterans Memorial Coliseum
TB changes — None
NYI changes — None
• On the day of this game, Boston Bruins’ captain Patrice Bergeron was named 2021 recipient of
the Mark Messier NHL Leadership Award, which is presented “to the player who exemplifies
great leadership qualities to his team, on and off the ice, during the regular season and who
plays a leading role in his community growing the game of hockey.”
• Entering this game, Lightning forward Brayden Point has scored 27 goals since the start of the
2020 postseason. He is only the fourth player in the last 33 years to record as many goals in
two straight postseasons. The others are Mario Lemieux (32 in 1991-1992), Kevin Stevens (30
in 1991-1992) and Cam Neely (28 in 1990-1991).
• Entering this game, the Islanders held a 16-5 record at Nassau Coliseum when facing
elimination (.762), with the last such contest occurring in Game Six of the 2015 First Round —
a 3-1 win v. the Capitals.

 LW Anthony

Beauvillier NYI

 C Mathew Barzal NYI  D Scott Mayfield NYI

• Point opened the scoring to extend his goal streak to nine games (9g, 3a, 11 pts in 9 GP) and
move within one of tying the Stanley Cup Playoff record for longest in one playoff year — Reggie
‘The Rifle’ Leach 10 GP in 1976 with Philadelphia.
• This is the second time that the Islanders will play a Game Seven with a trip to the Stanley
Cup Final on the line. In the 1975 SF against Philadelphia, New York claimed a 2-1 victory at
Nassau Coliseum to force Game Seven before losing 4-1 in the winner-take-all showdown two
nights later at The Spectrum.
• “I honestly kind of blacked out a little bit,” said Islanders’ overtime hero F Anthony Beauvillier.
“They turned the puck over, I think, and then I saw it go in and kind of blacked out. I was just
so happy, I was screaming, and everyone kind of jumped on me. Obviously, an amazing feeling
and I couldn't be more happy.”
• “I love this group, the character of this group, and I would say this building and what it's meant
to a number of players, but probably more than anything, our fans,” New York head coach Barry
Trotz said.
• “That building coming into overtime was smelling like cigarettes,” said Beauvillier. “And now it
smells like beers. That place was going crazy.”
• “Listen, we battled hard,” Lightning captain F Steven Stamkos said. “We were short from the
beginning. We played a (heck) of a game to get up 2-0. We knew they were going to push. It's
two good teams going at it at the best time of the year. For the most part, I thought we played
pretty solid…It's over with. We didn't get the job done tonight, but we get to go back in front of
our fans and get the job done there. It was an entertaining game and we've got to go home and
get the job done.”
• “It was 2-1 going into third period, so we knew we had a chance to win this game or tie the
game in the third period,” Islanders’ netminder Semyon Varlamov said. “We came out really
hard and we had a really strong third period, a strong forecheck and then that's why I think we
scored the goal. We created a lot of scoring chances in the third, and it paid off in the end.”
• “We've got a lot of guys that have played a lot of playoff games and have come back from losses
or different situations,” said Lightning forward Brayden Point, who scored in his ninth
consecutive game — one off Reg Leach’s Stanley Cup Playoff record of ten games in a row with
a goal. “We've got a veteran leadership group in there that kind of keeps our head level. I don't
know if a lot of guys have played a lot of Game Sevens, but we're just going to try to take it as
one game. It's do or die for both teams and it's going to be an intense one.”
• “Even though we were down 2-0, for the most part we liked our game, even in the first and the
second,” said Islanders’ forward Jordan Eberle. “But we just couldn't find it and finally found
one and then took it into the third, and then Scotty (Mayfield) with the great shot.”
• Lightning forward Nikita Kucherov left 2:22 into the game, 14 seconds after he appeared to
jam his right arm or shoulder while hitting Islanders’ forward Mathew Barzal. Kucherov
struggled to finish the shift and went to the Lightning room at the stoppage in play. Kucherov
was cross-checked from behind by Scott Mayfield earlier in the shift. There was no update after
the game. Kucherov leads the NHL with 27 points (five goals, 22 assists) in 17 games in the
playoffs after he missed the entire 56-game regular season while recovering from hip surgery
he had on 29 December 2020.
• “We played 56 games without him,” Lightning head coach Jon Cooper said of Kucherov.
“Usually, we have 12 forwards when we play without him, so that probably made it tougher on
us when we had 11. But we've gone down this path for four months. It's nothing new for us.”
• Lightning defenceman Erik Cernak missed a second straight game because of an upper-body
injury.
• The Islanders did not lead at the end of the first period for the 18th consecutive game.

2015 ET on HNIC, USA

NEW YORK 0 @ TAMPA BAY 1
FIRST PERIOD
NO SCORING
Penalties ― None
SECOND PERIOD
1. TAMPA BAY, Yanni Gourde 5 (Anthony Cirelli, Alex Killorn) 1:49 SHG GWG
Playing SH, Cirelli finds Gourde coming down the slot and he one-times a beauty glove side past Varlamov
Penalties ― Goodrow T 0:50
THIRD PERIOD
NO SCORING
Penalties ―
Shots on goal by
ISLANDERS
5
6
7
18
LIGHTNING
15
12
4
31
NEW YORK, Semyon Varlamov; TAMPA BAY, Andrei Vasilevskiy
Power play: NYI ― 0 for 1 1 for 16 series 10 for 48 SCP • TB ― 0 for 0 5 for 17 series 20 for 53 SCP
Referees: 6 Francis Charron, 19 Gord Dwyer
Linesmen: 50 Scott Cherrey, 76 Michel Cormier
14,805 at AMALIE Arena
NYI changes — None
TB changes — 81 D Cernak in → 2 D Schenn out
• Entering this game, home teams own a 106-77 (.579) advantage in the 183 all-time Game
Sevens in the Stanley Cup Playoffs (1-1 in 2021).
• Lightning forward Nikita Kucherov played in this game, despite leaving Game Six with what is
being reported as a rib injury.

 C Yanni Gourde TB  D Ryan McDonagh TB  C Barclay

Goodrow TB

• This game marked just the eighth Game Seven in SCP history decided by a 1-0 margin and
the first since the 2011 Eastern Conference Final, when Boston edged Tampa Bay at TD Garden.
• Lightning netminder Andrei Vasilevskiy recorded his fourth straight series-clinching
shutout (also Game Six of 2020 SCF, Game Six of 2021 R1 & Game Five of 2021 R2), extending
the longest such run by a netminder in history. And Vasilevskiy became the ninth goaltender
to record four-or-more series-clinching shutouts. He trails only Clint Benedict and Chris
Osgood (both w/ 5) for the most in SCP history.
• Vasilevskiy, who had zero shutouts in his first 57 career playoff appearances, now has five in
his last 19 including four earned in series-clinching fashion.
• Lightning forward Yanni Gourde became the sixth player in SCP history to score a shorthanded
winning goal in a Game Seven, joining Steve Larmer (1990 DF), Dave Poulin (1989 DF), Brian
Propp (1987 DF), Dave Keon (1964 SF) and Leo Reise Jr. (1949 SF).
• Tampa Bay became just the seventh defending Stanley Cup champion in the last 30
years to advance to the Stanley Cup Final, following Pittsburgh (1991-1992 and 2016-2017),
Detroit (1997-1998 and 2008-2009), Dallas (1999-2000) and New Jersey (2000-2001). The
only teams to repeat in that span are the Penguins (both times) and Red Wings (1997-1998).
• Lightning head coach Jon Cooper, who is in his ninth NHL season, is the first head coach
since Mike Babcock (3x from 2002-03 to 2012-13) to appear in the Stanley Cup Final at least
three times within his first 10 seasons behind an NHL bench.
• Tampa Bay forward Pat Maroon has been on the series-winning team in each of the last 11
playoff series contested by his teams since the 2019 First Round (7-0 w/ TBL, 4-0 w/ STL).
Maroon is the third player in the last 36 years — since the Islanders dynasty had their bid for
a fifth consecutive Stanley Cup end in 1984 — to be on the roster for 11 consecutive playoff
series wins (minimum 1 GP in playoff year). The others are Jaroslav Pouzar (12-0 from 19841987, all w/ EDM) and Marc-André Fleury (11-0 from 2016-2018; 8-0 w/ PIT, 3-0 w/ VEG).
Maroon is four wins from becoming the first player since 1983 to win at least three consecutive
Stanley Cup championships. 19 players won at least three straight titles with the Islanders during
their reign from 1980 to 1983 (17 skaters and two goaltenders).
• “We've come such a long way; I've been with this group for a while,” Lightning head coach Jon
Cooper said. “…It's so (darn) hard to win in this league, but last year, I just found we could win
in different ways, but in the end, just the warrior mentality this group had, and it was prevalent
tonight. After a really tough loss the other night (in Game Six), you just can't count them out.
They've just learned how to defend, and again another masterful performance in the defensive
zone to win a huge Game Seven for us.”
• “The last game, we tried to defend in Game Six, and this game we attacked the whole way, the
whole game,” Vasilevskiy said. “That was just a textbook Game Seven.”

© Steve Lansky 2021

• “In the end, you need the goalie to make the stops at times when everything else breaks down,
and ‘Vasy’ is showing time and time again that he can do that,” coach Cooper said. “To elevate
your game and have the fortitude to grind through series-clinching, potential season-ending
games and rise to the occasion…we're throwing around the world special, Vasy's special.”
• “It (stinks) getting back to this point and coming up short again,” New York centre Mathew
Barzal said. “We've got guys like (Josh Bailey) and (Andy Greene), veteran guys. Being a
young guy, I've got a few more years, but those guys, it's more for those guys. It hurts seeing
those guys in the locker room afterwards, just how close we were.”
• “We've come such a long way; I've been with this group for a while,” Lightning head coach Jon
Cooper said. “…It's so (darn) hard to win in this league, but last year, I just found we could win
in different ways, but in the end, just the warrior mentality this group had, and it was prevalent
tonight. After a really tough loss the other night (in Game Six), you just can't count them out.
They've just learned how to defend, and again another masterful performance in the defensive
zone to win a huge Game Seven for us.”
• “The last game, we tried to defend in Game Six, and this game we attacked the whole way, the
whole game,” Vasilevskiy said. “That was just a textbook Game Seven.”
• “They did a really good job,” Islanders’ head coach Barry Trotz said. “I think we attempted 50
shots tonight, somewhere in that range, and they had 21 blocks. We had some guys teeing them
up and they were blocking them. They were committed and all that. They're a good defensive
team. They've got a good core, they've got an outstanding goaltender. They've got a
defenceman who is a Norris Trophy candidate every year (Victor Hedman), an underrated guy
in (defenceman Ryan) McDonagh, who is a shutdown guy, and they've got (defenceman
Mikhail) Sergachev. They're a better team than they were last year, in my mind.”
• Lightning forward Nikita Kucherov was able to play after sustaining what was said to be a rib
injury in the first period of Game Six. The Lightning forward had two shots on goal and two hits
in 16:29 of ice time. Kucherov leads the postseason with 27 points (five goals, 22 assists) in
18 games. “There was no question if I'm going to play or not,” Kucherov said. “I felt good. We
decided to, you know, what else to do. It's Game Seven, you've got to sacrifice yourself, play in
these moments and share it with the boys. I felt good today.”
• Brayden Point had his nine-game goal streak end. He fell one shy of tying the Stanley Cup
Playoff record set by Reggie Leach, who scored in 10 straight playoff games with the
Philadelphia Flyers in 1976.
• It was the first time the Islanders were shut out in a Game Seven. And, in these 2021
Stanley Cup Playoffs, the Islanders went 19 straight games without holding a lead after the first
period.
• Lightning defenceman Erik Cernak returned after missing two games because of an upper-body
injury. He had three shots on goal and blocked two shots in 19:50 of ice time.
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2021 STANLEY CUP SEMI-FINAL
2 WEST

VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS 82 v.

4 NORTH

MONTRÉAL CANADIENS 59

GM KELLY McCRIMMON, HC PETER DeBOER v. GM MARC BERGEVIN, INTERIM HC DOMINIQUE DUCHARME

CANADIENS WIN SERIES IN 6
Monday, June 14 1815 PT on HNIC, NBCSN C Cuthbert, C Simpson, K Bukauskas

MONTREAL 1 @ VEGAS 4
Penalties ― Marchessault V 2:38, Danault M 18:20

SECOND PERIOD
2. VEGAS, Alec Martinez 3 (Shea Theodore, Reilly Smith) 2:18 GWG
Theodore sells a beautiful fake of a slapshot and slips puck to Martinez, who has open glove side on Price
3. MONTREAL, Cole Caufield 1 (Tyler Toffoli, Corey Perry) 12:05 PPG
On PP, Fleury stops Toffoli point-blank, but rebound comes straight to Caufield, who has open stick side
4. VEGAS, Mattias Janmark 4 (Alex Tuch, Zach Whitecloud) 12:58
Low shot hits Romanov’s stick and goes right to Janmark at edge of crease, and he simply deflects it in
Penalties ― Chiarot M 0:07, Edmundson M 5:04, Theodore V 5:20, Kulak M 8:20, Carrier V 11:46
THIRD PERIOD
5. VEGAS, Nick Holden 2 (Reilly Smith, William Karlsson) 10:06
Smith sends perfect pass across slot and Holden has wide open stick side on Price, who overplayed a bit
Penalties ― None
Shots on goal by
CANADIENS
12
5
12
29
GOLDEN KNIGHTS
8
13
9
30
MONTREAL, Carey Price (1.97 GAA • .935 sv pct in SCP); VEGAS, Marc-André Fleury (1.91 • .923)
Power play: MTL ― 1 for 3 7 for 35 SCP • VEG ― 0 for 4 4 for 32 SCP
Referees: 6 Francis Charron, 19 Gord Dwyer
Linesmen: 50 Scott Cherrey, 79 Kiel Murchison
17,884 at T-Mobile Arena
MTL dressed — 6 D Weber C, 8 D Chiarot, 11 RW Gallagher, C 14 Suzuki, C 15 Kotkaniemi, RW 17 Anderson,
C 21 Staal, RW 22 Caufield, C 24 Danault, D 27 Romanov, D 32 Gustafsson, RW 40 Armia, LW 41 Byron,
D 44 Edmundson, LW 62 Lehkonen, RW 73 Toffoli, D 77 Kulak, RW 94 Perry • 31 G Price, 34 G Allen
VEG dressed — 2 D Whitecloud, 3 D McNabb, 7 D Pietrangelo, C 10 Roy, RW 19 Smith, 20 C Stephenson,
22 D Holden, 23 D Martinez, C 26 Janmark, 27 D Theodore, LW 28 Carrier, RW 55 Kolesar, 61 RW Stone C,
67 LW Pacioretty, 71 C W. Karlsson, 75 RW Reaves, 81 C Marchessault, 89 RW Tuch • 29 G Fleury, 90 G Lehner
• Montreal carries a seven-game win streak into this Game One — the fifth-longest SCP
stretch in franchise history (11 GP in 1993, 9 GP in 1978, 8 GP in 1960 & 1944). They also have
an active streak of 437:53 without trailing in a game, the second-longest span in Stanley Cup
Playoffs history. The 1960 Stanley Cup-champion Canadiens went 488:38 of playing time
without trailing en route to their fifth consecutive championship.
• The inaugural NHL seasons for the Golden Knights (2017-18) and Canadiens (191718) were 100 years apart, which is the largest such gap in League history among two franchises
meeting in a Stanley Cup Playoff series. The previous mark was 91 years, when Vegas and
Chicago (1926-27) met in the 2020 First Round.
• During this regular season, the Golden Knights and Canadiens did not meet. That’s because
the COVID-19 pandemic saw teams play their 56 games entirely within their own division.
• Thus, due to the pandemic, Montreal will be the first Canadian team to play as visitors in a
game contested in the United States in 460 days. The last Canadian team to play in the USA
was the Ottawa Senators, in Los Angeles, on 11 March 2020.
• And it is the first between a Canadian-based NHL team and a U.S.-based one since Vegas
beat Vancouver in Game Seven of their second-round series on 4 September 2020 in the
Edmonton bubble.
• Golden Knights’ forward Max Pacioretty (4g, 4a, 8 pts in 7 GP), who captained Montreal from
2015-16 to 2017-18, is set to become the second player in history to serve as a full-time captain
of the Canadiens and then face the club in the Stanley Cup Playoffs. Doug Harvey matched up
against Montreal in the 1968 Stanley Cup Final with St. Louis after wearing the “C” with
Canadiens in 1960-61.
• On the day of this game, Predators’ netminder Pekka Rinne was named the winner of the 2021
King Clancy Memorial Trophy.
• Facing off against the Golden Knights, Canadiens are opening up a Stanley Cup SF on the
road for the first time since 1975 when they played the Sabres. Montreal had hosted seven
consecutive SF Game Ones since.
Smith VEG

 G Marc-André Fleury VEG

• When D Shea Theodore scored, it marked the first time in 447 minutes and 8 seconds that
the Canadiens had trailed in a Stanley Cup Playoff game. They fell just 41 minutes and 30
seconds short of the all-time mark (see above).
• “They came out strong. We didn't play well in the first 10-15 minutes,” Vegas captain F Mark
Stone said. “‘Flower’ (G Marc-André Fleury) made a couple of big saves to ease the tension
for us.”
• This loss ended a seven-game winning streak for Montreal that began with Game Five of
the Stanley Cup First Round against the Toronto Maple Leafs on 27 May.
• “For everyone, right now at this stage, you're playing a team you haven't played all year,”
Canadiens’ interim head coach Dominique Ducharme said. “They have their strengths, but we
have ours also.”
• “We were excited to play in front of a full barn again,” Canadiens’ defenceman Joel
Edmundson said. “It was fun, and we'll be better next game.”
• “We talked in our pre-scout meetings that they would be uncomfortable in their structure playing
from behind,” Vegas head coach Peter DeBoer said. “No one made them play from behind for
a while. The goal was huge and at the right time with how we were playing.”
• “I think we had our chances to get back in the game,” Canadiens’ forward Cole Caufield said.
“It was tight there for a while. We got it back to 2-1 and just some bad bounces. There are
things we can get better at and work on. We'll be ready for Wednesday.”
• Vegas became the second team in history to have three defencemen score a goal in one
game in the third round of the Stanley Cup Playoffs. The Pittsburgh Penguins did it in Game Five
of the 1991 Wales Conference Final (Larry Murphy, Paul Stanton, Ulf Samuelsson).
• “To get deeper in the playoffs, you need scoring from everyone,” Golden Knights’ defenceman
Nick Holden said. “If you get guys contributing that aren't your big guns, you're going to win
games.”

Friday, June 18

1800 PT on HNIC, NBCSN

MONTREAL 3 @ VEGAS 2

FIRST PERIOD
1. VEGAS, Shea Theodore 1 (Brayden McNabb, Chandler Stephenson) 9:15
Right off draw, Theodore blasts a high floater that beats a screened (by Mark Stone) Price high stick side

 D Shea Theodore VEG  RW Reilly

Wednesday, June 16

FIRST PERIOD
1. MONTREAL, Joel Armia 5 (Joel Edmundson, Corey Perry) 6:12
Pass comes across slot to Armia and he has wide open stick side with Fleury caught on the other side of net
2. MONTREAL, Tyler Toffoli 5 (Cole Caufield, Jeff Petry) 16:30
Toffoli takes pass in high slot and, even though he doesn’t get all of it, it beats Fleury five-hole
Penalties ― Petry M 9:50
SECOND PERIOD
3. MONTREAL, Paul Byron 2 (Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Joel Edmundson) 17:45 GWG
Byron grabs puck at Vegas line and sprints in alone • with Kolesar in pursuit, dekes Fleury to his glove side
4. VEGAS, Alex Pietrangelo 2 (Keegan Kolesar) 18:46
From the point, Pietrangelo sends a low, weak wrist shot that has eyes and beats screened Price glove side
Penalties ― Armia M 5:55
THIRD PERIOD
5. VEGAS, Alex Pietrangelo 3 (Jonathan Marchessault, William Karlsson) 14:46
Right off draw, puck moves to AP on right side and he snaps shot, from circle, past Price low glove side
Penalties ― None
Shots on goal by
CANADIENS
12
4
7
23
GOLDEN KNIGHTS
4
10
17
31
MONTREAL, Carey Price; VEGAS, Marc-André Fleury
Power play: MTL ― 0 for 0 1 for 3 series 7 for 35 SCP • VEG ― 0 for 2 0 for 6 series 4 for 34 SCP
Referees: 6 Francis Charron, 19 Gord Dwyer
Linesmen: 50 Scott Cherrey, 79 Kiel Murchison
17,920 at T-Mobile Arena
MTL changes — 26 D Petry and 28 D Merrill in → 27 D Romanov and 77 D Kulak out
VEG changes — 38 C Brown in → 20 C Stephenson out

 LW Paul Byron MTL  D Alex Pietrangelo VEG  G Carey

Price MTL

• Montreal forward Tyler Toffoli scored to give the Canadiens a 2-0 lead and extend the longest
point streak of the 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs to eight games (5g, 5a, 10 pts in 8 GP). Toffoli
now sits just one game shy of matching the longest point streak in Canadiens’ SCP
history, behind D Larry Robinson (9 GP in 1978) and RW Guy Lafleur (9 GP in 1977). Montreal
centre Vincent Damphousse also had an eight-game point streak in 1993.
• Canadiens have now won 21 straight games, dating back to the regular season, when they
have scored three-or-more goals.
• “You get that bounce early, you play with the lead, you're not chasing the game,” Montreal
forward Corey Perry said. “It falls into place from there. I thought the guys played well, kept
that momentum, and rode it.”
• Canadiens’ defenceman Jeff Petry returned to the line-up. He had not played since injuring his
hand in Game Three of the second round against the Winnipeg Jets. Petry led Montreal
defencemen with 42 points (12 goals, 30 assists) in the regular season, had an assist, two shots
and two blocked shots in 20:47 of ice time.
• “He's an important player for us on both sides,” Montreal interim head coach Dominique
Ducharme said of Petry. “The way he defends, the way he moves and the way he moves the
puck, it's really good. He's a gamer. Every time you get in the critical moment in big games,
you see him at his best.”
• Montreal netminder Carey Price laughed when asked about Petry's eyes, which are red because
of blood-vessel issues. “He's scary-looking,” Price said. “But he's obviously a big part of our
team and he had a big game tonight.”
• “We've been burnt before. We got burnt again tonight,” Vegas captain F Mark Stone said. “You
can't go down 2-0 and expect to win the game. The last two periods I thought we played pretty
well, but chasing the game is not an easy task against anybody, but these guys play a good
team game when they get the lead.”
• “A little disappointed obviously with our first 10 minutes,” Golden Knights’ head coach Peter
DeBoer said. “I think we should have been better. We had no excuse tonight. Unfortunately,
you get to the final four, you spot a team two goals, you're playing with fire.”
• “We had lots of chances to score. The power play needs to score (0-for-2),” Stone said. “We
had opportunities to claw our way back in the game, but you go down two after the first and
then you get down 3-0, it's a tough hill to climb.”
• “We showed some good composure, but I think we can still do a better job,” coach Ducharme
said. “We wanted to support the puck better. I think we did that, and it paid off.”
• Canadiens’ netminder Carey Price made a number of impressive saves, none better than at
5:17 of the second period when Vegas defenceman Alec Martinez appeared to have an open
net only to have his shot from close range deflect off the top of the goalie's outstretched right
thigh. Asked which body part he used to make the save, Price smiled. “Just using all my
extremities so far,” Price said. “It's just all about competing.”
• Golden Knights’ defenceman Alex Pietrangelo has scored 61 points (11 goals, 50 assists) since
making his Stanley Cup Playoff debut in 2012 (with the St. Louis Blues), which is tied for second
in the NHL among defencemen behind Victor Hedman of the Tampa Bay Lightning (77 points).

Sunday, June 20

2000 ET on HNIC, NBCSN

VEGAS 2 @ MONTREAL 1

OVERTIME

FIRST PERIOD
NO SCORING
Penalties ― None
SECOND PERIOD
1. MONTREAL, Paul Byron 3 (Nick Suzuki) 18:55
As PK ends, Suzuki sends Byron in on a breakaway • he snaps it high stick side on Lehner

2000 ET on HNIC, USA

VEGAS 2 @ MONTREAL 3

Penalties ― Nosek V Weber M 14:45, Suzuki M 16:44, Martinez V 19:38
THIRD PERIOD
2. VEGAS, Brayden McNabb 1 (William Karlsson, Shea Theodore) 10:37
Karlsson swoops behind net, sends it to McNabb in front • quick shot squeaks between Price’s body & glove hand

OVERTIME

FIRST PERIOD
NO SCORING

Penalties ―

Penalties ― Kotkaniemi M 6:52, Kolesar V 9:36, Armia M 17:54
SECOND PERIOD

1. VEGAS, Nicolas Roy 3 (unassisted) 3:16
From behind his own net, Staal inexplicably passes it right in front of own net • Roy takes pass, fires high glove
2. MONTREAL, Cole Caufield 2 (Nick Suzuki) 3:54
Suzuki sends him in on a breakaway and Caufield snaps it high glove side past Fleury
Penalties ― Weber M 0:24, Kotkaniemi M 14:31, Nosek V 19:42
THIRD PERIOD
3. VEGAS, Alex Pietrangelo 4 (Max Pacioretty, Tomas Nosek) 2:22
Pietrangelo works give-and-go as he moves up ice quickly • snaps one from between circles low stick side
4. MONTREAL, Josh Anderson 2 (unassisted) 18:05
Playing puck behind net, Fleury plays it off his own skate and right out in front • Anderson has wide open net

FIRST OVERTIME PERIOD
3. VEGAS, Nicolas Roy 4 (Max Pacioretty, Alex Tuch) 1:18 GWG
Pacioretty fires w/ Tuch right in front screening • rebound goes to Roy in tight • his shot goes up & over Price
Penalties ― None
Shots on goal by
GOLDEN KNIGHTS
4
8
6
3
21
CANADIENS
11
9
8
0
28
VEGAS, Robin Lehner (7.03 GAA, .811 sv pct in one gm in 2021 SCP); MONTREAL, Carey Price
Power play: VEG ― 0 for 1 0 for 11 series 4 for 39 SCP • MTL ― 0 for 1 1 for 6 series 7 for 38 SCP
Referees: 28 Chris Lee, 16 Brian Pochmara
Linesmen: 94 Bryan Pancich, 51 Andrew Smith
3,500 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at Centre Bell (16.4% capacity)

Penalties ― None

VEG changes — 38 C Brown in → 75 RW Reaves out

FIRST OVERTIME PERIOD
5. MONTREAL, Josh Anderson 3 (Paul Byron, Jesperi Kotkaniemi) 12:53 GWG
As Anderson crosses Vegas line, knocks down puck w/ stick to Byron • takes return pass & tucks it glove side

MTL changes — None

Penalties ― None
Shots on goal by
GOLDEN KNIGHTS
17
13
10
5
CANADIENS
3
5
13
6
VEGAS, Marc-André Fleury; MONTREAL, Carey Price

45
27

Power play: VEG ― 0 for 4 0 for 10 series 4 for 38 SCP • MTL ― 0 for 2 1 for 5 series 7 for 37 SCP
Referees: 28 Chris Lee, 9 Dan O’Rourke
Linesmen: 94 Bryan Pancich, 51 Andrew Smith
3,500 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at Centre Bell (16.4% capacity)
VEG changes — 92 LW Nosek in → 38 C Brown out
MTL changes — None
• Around midday, on the day of this game, it came to light that Canadiens’ interim head coach
Dominique Ducharme had tested positive for COVID-19. Ducharme was tested in Las Vegas
yesterday morning and there were irregularities in that test. He was tested again this morning
in Montreal, and Ducharme tested positive. Thus, for this game, the Canadiens’ bench was
helmed by assistant coach Luke Richardson, with Richardson receiving help from Alexandre
Burrows and Canadiens’ director of goaltending Sean Burke.
• On the day of this game, Panthers’ F Aleksander Barkov was named winner of the 2021 Frank
J. Selke Trophy.

 G Carey Price MTL  D Alex Pietrangelo VEG  RW Josh Anderson

MTL

• Canadiens did not get their first shot of the game until 11:27 of the first period.
• Vegas netminder Marc-André Fleury is appearing in his 161st career Stanley Cup Playoff game,
tying Ed Belfour for third place on the all-time list among goaltenders. Only Patrick Roy 247
and Martin Brodeur 205 have played in more games.
• Montreal killed Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s second-period penalty — their 25th kill in a row.
• Before his overtime goal, Anderson tied the game 2-2 with 1:55 remaining in the third period
after Golden Knights’ goaltender Marc-André Fleury misplayed the puck behind his net.
• “We had a press late in the third period there, and obviously we got a fortunate bounce on the
tying goal,” Anderson said. “And then in OT it looked like we had a lot more energy than them.
We came out hard and found a way…in a huge game that we needed to win.”
• Vegas had outshot Montreal 39-17 when Fleury turned it over to Anderson, who was alone in
front to score into a wide-open net for his first goal in 13 games.
• “Those type of events are tough to recover from,” Golden Knights’ head coach Peter DeBoer
said. “We talked between the third and the overtime about trying to get our mojo back. I didn't
think we were poor in overtime, but there's no doubt that carried into the overtime for us a little
on the negative side and for sure gave them some pop going out to overtime.”
• “We just don't quit,” Montreal netminder Carey Price said. “…Not having Dom behind the bench
is just another twist we're going to have to deal with.”
• “You guys all saw it tonight, it was incredible,” Anderson said of Price. “Not only to play like
that, but for the fans, too. He kept us in the game all game, and we wouldn't be sitting here
talking about this without him.”
• “Fleury's played great for us all year,” Vegas captain F Mark Stone said. “It's one mistake. We
had to bail him out and did not play the way we played for the first 60 (minutes) in overtime.”
• “The power play wasn't great,” DeBoer said. “That was probably the only piece of our game
that wasn't great. There's things to fix this time of year for every team in the League, and that's
something that we've got to continue to work at.”
• Canadiens captain D Shea Weber said coach Ducharme spoke to the team on Zoom before
and after the game. “Obviously, it hurts to lose Dom,” Weber said. “He's been great for us.”
• “We didn't have too much time to think about it,” Canadiens’ acting head coach Luke
Richardson said. “We were running things the way Dom runs it here, and it's business as usual.”
• This was the first time a United States-based NHL team played in Montreal in 15 months because
of concerns related to the pandemic.
• Price is the fourth Canadiens’ goaltender with at least 10 wins in one postseason and first since
Patrick Roy won 16 when he helped Montreal win the Cup in 1993. Gump Worsley had 11 wins
in the 1968 playoffs (won Cup). Ken Dryden had 12 each of the six seasons he won the Cup
with the Canadiens during the 1970s. And Roy had 15 in 1986 (won Cup) and 13 in 1989.
• Canadiens’ forward Tyler Toffoli saw his point streak end at eight games (five goals, five assists)
— one from tying the Montreal playoff record held by RW Guy Lafleur (1977) and D Larry
Robinson (1978).
•
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• On the day of this game, Golden Knights’ GM Kelly McCrimmon tested positive for COVID-19
and went into isolation.
• Entering this Game Four, Canadiens had not allowed a power-play goal in 10 consecutive
games, which is tied for the longest such run by a team in a Stanley Cup Playoff year since
1933-34 when goals by type were first officially tracked (tied w/ DET in 1937, NYR in 1940 &
NJD in 2000). Montreal has killed 25 consecutive penalties over its 10-game run. And
Montreal’s 92.7% penalty kill rate ranks third all time in a Stanley Cup Playoff season.
Detroit killed at 96.0% in 2004 and Dallas killed at 94.6% in 2019.

 C Nicolas Roy VEG  G Robin Lehner VEG  LW Paul Byron MTL
• Assistant Luke Richardson coached the Canadiens for the second straight game after interim
head coach Dominique Ducharme tested positive for COVID-19 prior to Game Three.
• Vegas defenceman Brayden McNabb scored his first Stanley Cup Playoff goal since 12 May
2018. McNabb became the seventh different Golden Knights’ defencemen to score in the 2021
Stanley Cup Playoffs, which tied for the most by an NHL team in a single postseason. The other
teams that had seven defenceman score a goal are EDM 1987, CGY 1988, PIT 1991, WSH 1994
and BOS 2019.
• Vegas Forward Nicolas Roy, a native of Amos, Que., became the 11th Quebec-born player
to score a playoff overtime goal against the Canadiens and third to do so in Montreal. The others
are Marty Barry DET 1939, Dave Keon TOR 1965, René Robert BUF (in MTL) 1973, Ron Harris
NYR (in MTL) 1974, René Robert BUF 1975, Jean Ratelle BOS 1979, Kevin Dineen HAR 1986,
Garry Galley BOS 1990, Patrice Bergeron BOS 2004 and Martin St. Louis NYR 2014.
• Canadiens have now not allowed a power-play goal in 11 consecutive games (last was
Joe Thornton TOR on 25 May 2021), which eclipsed 10-game runs by the Red
Wings in 1937, Rangers in 1940 and Devils in 2000 for the longest by an team in a Stanley Cup
Playoff year (since 1933-34 when goals by type were officially tracked). Montreal has killed 27
consecutive penalties over its 11-game run.
• "That's unbelievable," said Roy, a native of Amos, Quebec, whose family was among the crowd
of 3,500. "I always dreamed about scoring at the Bell Centre. Doing it in overtime in the series,
the semifinals, it's even better."
• "I think a lot has to be said about Robin's (netminder Lehner) attitude this whole time," Vegas
forward Max Pacioretty said. "He's been the No. 1 cheerleader on the team when he wasn't
playing. His positivity has rubbed off on us, so for him to go in there tonight, the player that we
know he is was huge for our team."
• Vegas head coach Peter DeBoer said part of his decision to start Lehner was based on MarcAndré Fleury's heavy workload, and that it had nothing to do with the misplay by Fleury that
allowed Montreal's Josh Anderson to score the tying goal with 1:55 remaining in the third period
of Game Three. Fleury had started 15 of the Golden Knights' 16 games in the Stanley Cup
Playoffs, going 9-6 with a 1.97 goals-against average, a .921 save percentage and one shutout.
Lehner's lone start came in Game One of the Second Round against the Colorado Avalanche on
30 May, when he allowed seven goals on 37 shots in a 7-1 loss.
• "(Lehner) was excellent," DeBoer said. "I knew he'd be good."
• Lehner said, “I get my own bus, come four hours early. I sat for two hours and watched you
guys talk s**t on Twitter on me to get me motivated.”
• "We played a pretty good game, it could've gone either way," Canadiens’ forward Paul Byron
said. "They get the goal in overtime, that's the way it is. It's 2-2, go back to Vegas and focus
on the next game, how to get better and make a big push for the next one."
• "You take the positives out of the game and continue to look at that," Canadiens’ forward Corey
Perry said. "The way we played at the start of the game, I mean, that's our style of play. We
were quick, we were on pucks, we were on top. If we keep doing that, we're just going to keep
wearing them down."
• "We just need to find a way to score more goals," Canadiens’ defenceman Joel
Edmundson said. "Overall, it was a good game. We didn't give them too much, and when we
did, Carey was there to stop it."
• Lehner made a save against Cole Caufield on a breakaway at 7:16 of the third period to keep
it a one-goal game. "It's a world-class player coming down," Lehner said. "I just tried to play it
even like I played the first goal, I just challenged him. In the pre-scout, either he goes high or
he goes five-hole, and it just looked like he was going five-hole, so I closed my legs."
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2021 STANLEY CUP SEMI-FINAL
2 WEST

VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS 82 v.

4 NORTH

MONTRÉAL CANADIENS 59

GM KELLY McCRIMMON, HC PETER DeBOER v. GM MARC BERGEVIN, INTERIM HC DOMINIQUE DUCHARME

CANADIENS WIN SERIES IN 6
Tuesday, June 22

Thursday, June 24

1815 PT on SN, NBCSN

2105 ET on HNIC, USA

MONTREAL 4 @ VEGAS 1

VEGAS 2 @ MONTREAL 3

FIRST PERIOD
1. MONTREAL, Jesperi Kotkaniemi 5 (Josh Anderson, Paul Byron) 8:45
Fleury stops Anderson breakaway, but puck rolls under Fleury & out other side • Kotkaniemi has wide open net

FIRST PERIOD
1. MONTREAL, Shea Weber 1 (unassisted) 14:06 PPG
On PP, Martinez can’t get puck past Weber at line • he steps in, blasts a screened shot over Lehner’s stick side
2. VEGAS, Reilly Smith 3 (Shea Theodore, William Karlsson) 14:54
Theodore takes low wrist shot from point and Smith tips it beautifully while standing at Price’s stick side

Penalties ― Byron M 2:05

OVERTIME

SECOND PERIOD
2. MONTREAL, Eric Staal 2 (Nick Suzuki, Tyler Toffoli) 6:32 GWG
Suzuki carries puck into corner, circles and spots Staal in high slot • great pass and Staal fires it high on Fleury
3. MONTREAL, Cole Caufield 3 (Corey Perry, Nick Suzuki) 9:49 PPG
Perry lugs puck into Vegas zone &, from circle, slides a perfect pass to Caufield in high slot • scores high glove

Penalties ― Roy V 1:56, Pietrangelo V 12:36

Penalties ― Roy V 8:33, Theodore V 10:42, Weber M 17:10

Penalties ― Toffoli M 3:15, Golden Knights’ bench (served by Kolesar) 5:42, Staal M 11:04

THIRD PER4)IOD
4. VEGAS, Max Pacioretty 5 (Nicolas Roy) 4:09
Right off draw, Pacioretty whiffs on his first shot and then quickly fires a wrist shot high stick side past Price
5. MONTREAL, Nick Suzuki 5 (Tyler Toffoli) 18:59 ENG
Toffoli clears and puck out of the zone and Suzuki races to catch it and slip it into empty net from in close

THIRD PERIOD
4. VEGAS, Alec Martinez 4 (Alex Pietrangelo, William Karlsson) 1:08
Price can’t catch Pietrangelo’s high shot and Martinez swats the rebound quickly through Price’s legs

Shots on goal by
CANADIENS
6
11
9
26
GOLDEN KNIGHTS
6
9
12
27
MONTREAL, Carey Price; VEGAS, Marc-André Fleury

SECOND PERIOD
3. MONTREAL, Cole Caufield 4 (Joel Edmundson, Jeff Petry) 9:36
Caufield takes pass in neutral zone, races around McNabb, cuts to net and snaps it over Lehner short side

Penalties ― None
FIRST OVERTIME PERIOD
5. MONTREAL, Artturi Lehkonen 3 (Phillip Danault, Brendan Gallagher) 1:39 GWG
Danault bursts into Vegas zone and sends puck to his left • Lehkonen quickly fires it past Lehner stick side
Penalties ― None

Power play: MTL ― 1 for 2 2 for 8 series 8 for 40 SCP • VEG ― 0 for 2 0 for 13 series 4 for 41 SCP
Referees: 27 Eric Furlatt, 11 Kelly Sutherland
Linesmen: 96 David Brisebois, 95 Jonny Murray
17,969 at T-Mobile Arena
MTL changes — None
VEG changes — 20 C Stephenson in → 38 C Brown out
• On the day of this game, former NHL forward, and member of the Buffalo Sabres’ famous
‘French Connection’ Line, René Robert, passed away at the age of 72.
• Also on the day of this game, Lou Lamoriello of the New York Islanders was named the 2021
recipient of the Jim Gregory General Manager of the Year Award. Voting for this honour is
conducted among NHL Club General Managers and a panel of NHL executives, print and
broadcast media at the conclusion of the Second Round of the Stanley Cup Playoffs.

 G Carey Price MTL  C Nick Suzuki MTL  LW

Max Pacioretty VEG

• Canadiens’ forward Eric Staal (36 years, 236 days) is the oldest Montreal player with a gamewinning goal during a final-four series since Jimmy Roberts (37 years, 17 days) in Game Two
of the 1977 Stanley Cup SF.
• Montreal forward Cole Caufield has collected at least one point in six of his last seven games
and has 3g, 5a, 8 pts in the 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs. Caufield became the first Canadiens’
rookie to record eight-or-more points in a postseason since P.K. Subban in 2010 (1g, 7a, 8 pts
in 14 GP).
• Nick Suzuki (21 years, 316 days) boosted his 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs totals to 5g, 8a, 13
pts (16 GP). Only one player in Canadiens’ history has recorded more points than Suzuki in a
single postseason before age 22 — Claude Lemieux (16 pts in 1986).
• The Canadiens improved to 7-2 on the road in the 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs and matched
the franchise mark for the most such wins in a single playoff year, set in 1989 (7-3).
• “I think at the start of the playoffs, a lot of people counted us out,” Suzuki said. “I think just
the belief in this group…we're a really confident team right now.”
• “It's best-of-seven for a reason,” Golden Knights’ defenceman Brayden McNabb said. “We didn't
play good at all today. We played right into their game; we didn't play our game at all.”
• Canadiens’ forward Eric Staal scored the winner in the second period after receiving a cross-ice
pass from Suzuki. “I thought I had some good speed down the wall, and that drew two guys
toward me,” Suzuki said. “I thought when I got down the corner, if I turned up, someone would
come up late. (Staal) was in a great spot, and it was a great shot.”
• “Hard to explain. We didn't have great legs, didn't have great execution,” Golden Knights’ head
coach Peter DeBoer said. “You have to give them credit. I thought they played a real good road
game. And then obviously falling behind early against that team is tough. That's not a formula
for success, we've shown.”
• It was the third straight game the Canadiens were coached by Luke Richardson since interim
head coach Dominique Ducharme tested positive for COVID-19 on Friday.
• “We're definitely excited with what we're doing right now, but we don't want to get ahead of
ourselves,” Richardson said. “We finish off games the right way. We're going to go into the
next game, and it's one game to win.”
• The Canadiens have not allowed a power-play goal in 12 games — the longest postseason
streak since the NHL began tracking goals by strength in 1933-34. They are 28-for-28 on the
penalty kill in that span — killing a total of 52:17 of playing time. The 1937 Detroit Red
Wings, 1940 New York Rangers and 2000 New Jersey Devils each had a 10-game streak — tied
for the second-longest.
• Canadiens’ forwards Jesper Kotkaniemi and Cole Caufield became the first NHL teammates
20 years old-or-younger to each score a goal in a game in the third round of the playoffs
since Sidney Crosby and Jordan Staal scored for the Pittsburgh Penguins in Game Two of the
2008 Eastern Conference Final against the Philadelphia Flyers.
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Shots on goal by
GOLDEN KNIGHTS
10
12
16
CANADIENS
8
13
10
VEGAS, Robin Lehner; MONTREAL, Carey Price

2
1

39
32

Power play: VEG ― 0 for 2 0 for 15 series 4 for 43 SCP • MTL ― 1 for 3 3 for 11 series 9 for 43 SCP
Referees: 27 Eric Furlatt, 11 Kelly Sutherland
Linesmen: 96 David Brisebois, 95 Jonny Murray
3,500 — due to COVID-19 restrictions — at Centre Bell (16.4% capacity)
VEG changes — 14 D Hague in → 22 D Holden out
MTL changes — None
• On the day of this game, Dave Hakstol, 52, was hired as the first head coach of the expansion
Seattle Kraken.
• Entering this game, Les Canadiens own an all-time record of 96-47-5 (.649) in potential
series-clinching games, including a 91-46 (.664) mark when trying to close a “best-of” series
(5-1-5 in total-goals series). Canadiens have won each of their last four potential series-clinching
games — 2021 Game Seven at TOR, Game Four v. WPG; 2020 Game Four vs. PIT; 2015 Game
Six v. OTT, including a 2-0 mark in 2021.

 LW Artturi Lehkonen

MTL

 G Carey Price MTL  RW Cole Caufield MTL

• Canadiens’ forward Cole Caufield (20 years, 173 days) became the second-youngest player in
Canadiens’ history to score a goal in a potential series-clinching game behind only Henri
Richard (20 years, 27 days) who had 2g, 2a, 4 pts in Game Five of the 1956 SF against the
Rangers.
• Montreal forward Artturi Lehkonen became the ninth player in franchise history to score an
overtime goal to put the team into the Stanley Cup Final. Lehkonen became the first to do so
in more than 40 years, since 1979 when Yvon Lambert beat Bruins’ goaltender Gilles
Gilbert in Game Seven of the SF.
• Montreal is the first Canadian-based team to clinch a berth in the Stanley Cup
Final since 2011, when Vancouver did so before losing to Boston in seven games. Overall, there
have been five instances of a Canadian club reaching the SCF since the Canadiens last won a
championship —VAN in 1994, CGY in 2004, EDM in 2006, OTT in 2007 & VAN in 2011 — but
each team fell to an American opponent.
• “I saw an opening on my left, and ‘Lehky’ was there,” Canadiens’ forward Phillip Danault said
of the overtime goal. “I made the pass, and it was the cherry on top of the sundae.”
• “I'm excited for those that were lucky enough to be in the building (3,500),” Canadiens’
netminder Carey Price said. “Everybody in the city's obviously ecstatic. It's a fun time to be in
Montreal right now.”
• “When you get to this point, the teams that win find another level,” Vegas head coach Peter
DeBoer said. “They don't sag. We didn't find another level, and they did. I thought they were
opportunistic. They owned the key moments of the series. When they got a chance, they stuck
it in the net. When they needed a big save, they got a big save. They won the overtime battle.
They won the special-teams battle. If you're losing those areas of the game, you're putting
yourself in a tough spot.”
• “It's hard to take in, but I thought we battled hard,” Golden Knights’ goaltender Robin Lehner
said. “I'm really proud of our guys' season. Everyone worked really hard, and it's not easy to
get to the Stanley Cup Final. We were right there.”
• “I'm definitely proud of everybody in that locker room and what we've accomplished so far, but
there's still work to be done,” Canadiens’ captain D Shea Weber said.
• “This is one of the best, if not the best teams I've played on,” Vegas defenceman Alec Martinez
said. “To come up short is disappointing. I'm proud of the way the guys battled.”
• The Canadiens won for the third time in four games with Luke Richardson coaching them
following interim head coach Dominique Ducharme's positive test for COVID-19. “I fist-bumped
him on the video screen,” Richardson said about Ducharme's brief virtual greeting to the team
after the game. “He'd love to be here with us, and we all know that.”
• “I got skunked this series,” Vegas captain F Mark Stone said. “That can't happen. I'm the captain
of this team, the leader of this team. I take a lot of responsibility for what just occurred.”
• “Honestly, we wouldn't be here right now if we didn't believe,” Price said. “We've always stuck
with it. No doubting ourselves.”
• “Obviously, ‘Pricey’ was the whole measure of our series,” Danault said.
• In this series, Price stopped 180 of the 193 shots he faced for a .933 sv pct and had a 2.10
goals-against average.
• After this series ended, it was revealed that Golden Knights’ defenceman Alec Martinez played
these 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs with a broken foot — and blocked 72 shots.
• Montreal did not allow a power-play goal for a second straight series. The Canadiens
have successfully killed 30 straight penalties since Game Four against the Toronto Maple Leafs
in the first round. That span covers a total of 56 minutes and 17 seconds playing shorthanded
without allowing a single goal.
• NHL Deputy Commissioner Bill Daly presented the Clarence S. Campbell Bowl to Weber, who
did not touch the trophy as the Canadiens gathered around him for a team photo.
• With five points each, RW Cole Caufield and C Nick Suzuki led Canadiens in scoring in this
series. Vegas centre William Karlsson had five points — all assists — to lead the club in the
series. With 30 shots on goal, Golden Knights’ defenceman Alex Pietrangelo led all series
skaters by a wide margin.
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ALL-TIME STANLEY CUP PLAYOFF GOALS
THROUGH 2021 STANLEY CUP FINAL

GRETZKY, Wayne
MESSIER, Mark
KURRI, Jari
HULL, Brett
ANDERSON, Glenn
BOSSY, Mike
SAKIC, Joe
RICHARD, Maurice
LEMIEUX, Claude
BÉLIVEAU , Jean
JAGR, Jaromir
LEMIEUX, Mario
CICCARELLI, Dino
TIKKANEN, Esa
MARLEAU, Patrick
OVECHKIN, Alex
TROTTIER, Bryan
YZERMAN, Steve
CROSBY, Sidney
HOWE, Gordie

Team(s)

Yrs

GP

G

EDM, LA, STL, NYR
EDM, NYR
EDM, LA, NYR, ANA, COL
CGY, STL, DAL, DET
EDM, TOR, NYR, STL
NYI
QUE, COL
MTL
MTL, NJ, COL, PHX, DAL, SJ
MTL
PIT, WSH, NYR, PHI, BOS, FLA
PIT
MIN, WSH, DET
EDM, NYR, STL, VAN, WSH
SJ, TOR, PIT
WSH
NYI, PIT
DET
PIT
DET, HAR

16
17
14
19
15
10
13
15
18
17
18
8
14
13
20
13
17
20
14
20

208
236
200
202
225
129
172
132
234
162
208
107
141
186
195
141
221
196
174
157

122
109
106
103
93
85
84
82
80
79
78
76
73
72
72
71
71
70
69
68

ALL-TIME STANLEY CUP PLAYOFF ASSISTS
THROUGH 2021 STANLEY CUP FINAL

GRETZKY, Wayne
MESSIER, Mark
BOURQUE, Ray D
COFFEY, Paul D
LIDSTROM, Nicklas D
GILMOUR, Doug
KURRI, Jari
FEDOROV, Sergei
JAGR, Jaromir
CROSBY, Sidney
MacINNIS, Al D
ANDERSON, Glenn
ROBINSON, Larry D
YZERMAN, Steve
MURPHY, Larry D
OATES, Adam
CHELIOS, Chris D
TROTTIER, Bryan
MALKIN, Evgeni

Team(s)

Yrs

GP

A

EDM, LA, STL, NYR
EDM, NYR
BOS, COL
EDM, PIT, LA, DET, PHI, CAR
DET
STL, CGY, TOR, NJ, BUF, MTL
EDM, LA, NYR, ANA, COL
DET, WSH
PIT, WSH, NYR, PHI, BOS, FLA
PIT
CGY, STL
EDM, TOR, NYR, STL
MTL, LA
DET
LA, WSH, MIN, PIT, TOR, DET
DET, STL, BOS, WSH, PHI, ANA
MTL, CHI, DET
NYI, PIT
PIT

16
17
21
16
20
17
14
15
18
14
19
15
20
20
20
15
24
17
14

208
236
214
189
263
182
200
183
208
174
177
225
227
196
215
163
226
221
170

260
186
139
136
129
128
127
124
123
122
121
121
116
115
115
114
113
111
110

ALL-TIME STANLEY CUP PLAYOFF POINTS
THROUGH 2021 STANLEY CUP FINAL
Team(s)

GRETZKY, Wayne
EDM, LA, STL, NYR
MESSIER, Mark
EDM, NYR
KURRI, Jari
EDM, LA, NYR, ANA, COL
ANDERSON, Glenn
EDM, TOR, NYR, STL
JAGR, Jaromir
PIT, WSH, NYR, PHI, BOS, FLA
COFFEY, Paul D
EDM, PIT, LA, DET, PHI, CAR
CROSBY, Sidney
PIT
HULL, Brett
CGY, STL, DAL, DET
SAKIC, Joe
QUE, COL
GILMOUR, Doug
STL, CGY, TOR, NJ
YZERMAN, Steve
DET
LIDSTROM, Nicklas D
DET
TROTTIER, Bryan
NYI, PIT
BOURQUE, Ray D
BOS
BÉLIVEAU , Jean
MTL
FEDOROV, Sergei
DET, WSH
SAVARD, Denis
CHI, MTL, TB
MALKIN, Evgeni
PIT
LEMIEUX, Mario
PIT
FORSBERG, Peter
QUE, COL, NSH, PHI
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Yrs

GP

G

A

PTS

16
17
14
15
18
16
14
19
13
17
20
20
17
21
17
15
16
14
8
13

208
236
200
225
208
194
174
202
172
182
196
263
221
214
162
183
169
170
107
151

122
109
106
93
78
59
69
103
84
60
70
54
71
41
79
52
66
64
77
64

260
186
127
121
123
137
122
87
104
128
115
129
111
139
97
124
109
110
96
107

382
295
233
214
201
196
191
190
188
188
185
183
182
180
176
176
175
174
172
171
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2021 STANLEY CUP CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES
3 CEN

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING 75 v.

4 NORTH

MONTRÉAL CANADIENS 59

GM JULIEN BRISEBOIS, HC JON COOPER v. GM MARC BERGEVIN, INTERIM HC DOMINIQUE DUCHARME

WIN SERIES IN
Monday, June 28

2025 ET on HNIC, NBCSN

C Cuthbert, Cr Simpson

MONTREAL 1 @ TAMPA BAY 5
FIRST PERIOD
1. TAMPA BAY, Erik Cernak 1 (Ondrej Palat, Brayen Point) 6:19
Bolts enter Canadiens’ zone, Cernak passes to Palat & then sprints to net and tips return pass high past Price
Penalties ― Goodrow T 15:21, Chiarot M 19:14
SECOND PERIOD
2. TAMPA BAY, Yanni Gourde 6 (Blake Coleman, Barclay Goodrow) 5:47 GWG
Goodrow tries to take shot fr slot, goes off a skate • Coleman jumps on it and fires • Gourde tips right in front
3. MONTREAL, Ben Chiarot 1 (Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Shea Weber) 17:40
Chiarot’s low point blast hits Cirelli’s leg and then McDonagh’s skate and goes in blocker side on Vasilevskiy
Penalties ― None
THIRD PERIOD
4. TAMPA BAY, Nikita Kucherov 6 (Mikhail Sergachev) 2:00
Chiarot swats at aerial puck near net, then hits it with his stick & ends up sending it over Price’s glove and in
5. TAMPA BAY, Nikita Kucherov 7 (Brayden Point) 11:25
Right off draw, Kucherov takes puck into high slot and beats Price high glove with a strong wrist shot
6. TAMPA BAY, Steven Stamkos 8 (Nikita Kucherov, Brayden Point) 18:50 PPG
On PP, Stamkos just blasts puck from a tough angle and beats Price short side • MTL PK streak ends @ 61:16
Penalties ― Staal M Cernak T 6:30, Coleman T 13:42, Kotkaniemi M 15:51, Edmundson M 17:20
Shots on goal by
CANADIENS
5
9
5
19
LIGHTNING
7
12
7
26
MONTREAL, Carey Price (2.02 GAA • .934 sv pct in SCP); Andrei Vasilevskiy (1.99 • .936)
Power play: MTL ― 0 for 2 9 for 45 SCP • TB ― 1 for 3 21 for 56 SCP
Referees: 6 Francis Charron, 9 Dan O’Rourke
Linesmen: 76 Michel Cormier, 79 Kiel Murchison
15,911 at AMALIE Arena (83.3% capacity due to COVID-19 pandemic)
MTL dressed — 6 D Weber C, 8 D Chiarot, 11 RW Gallagher A, C 14 Suzuki, C 15 Kotkaniemi, RW 17 Anderson, C 21 Staal,
RW 22 Caufield, C 24 Danault, D 26 Petry, D 28 Merrill, D 32 Gustafsson, LW 41 Byron A, D 44 Edmundson, LW 62 Lehkonen,
71 C Evans, RW 73 Toffoli, RW 94 Perry • 31 G Price, 34 G Allen
TB dressed — 9 C Johnson, 14 LW Maroon, 17 LW Killorn, 18 LW Palat, 19 C Goodrow, 20 C Coleman, 21 C Point,
27 D McDonagh A, 37 C Gourde, 44 D Rutta, 58 D Savard, 71 C Cirelli, 77 D Hedman A, 79 C Colton, 81 D Cernak,
86 RW Kucherov, 91 C Stamkos C, 98 D Sergachev • 35 G McElhinney, 88 G Vasilevskiy
• During this regular season, the Lightning and Canadiens did not meet. Of course, this was
due to the fact that the COVID-19 pandemic saw teams each play their 56 regular-season games
entirely within their own division.
• Entering this Stanley Cup Final, the Canadiens leading scorer in these Stanley Cup Playoffs is
F Tyler Toffoli, who has 5g, 9a, 14 pts. The Lightning’s leading scorer is F Nikita Kucherov,
who has 5g, 22a, 27 pts.
• Along with 42 career playoff victories, Canadiens’ netminder Carey Price is set to become the
first goaltender in history to record 400 career wins (regular seasons and playoffs
combined) before making their Stanley Cup Final debut. Price has 402 career victories. The old
mark was held by Henrik Lundqvist, who played 351 games before reaching the 2014 Stanley
Cup Final with the Rangers.
• Canadiens’ forwards Eric Staal (15 seasons since 2006 w/ CAR) and Corey Perry (14 since 2007
w/ ANA) can become the third and fourth players in Stanley Cup Playoff history to go at least
14 years between Stanley Cup wins, joining Chris Chelios (16 from 1986 w/ MTL to 2002 w/
DET) and Mark Recchi (15 from 1991 w/ PIT to 2006 w/ CAR).
• Caufield becomes the second player in history to appear in the Stanley Cup Final in the same
season in which he won the Hobey Baker Award, joining North Stars’ forward Neal Broten in
1981. Caufield can become the first player to win a Stanley Cup in the same season he was
named the NCAA’s top player as Broten and the North Stars lost to the Islanders.
• Canadiens’ forward Jake Evans returned to the Montreal line-up after a 26-day absence
following a bone-crushing hit from Jets’ forward Mark Scheifele in Game One of the series v.
the Jets.

 RW Nikita Kucherov TB  C Brayden Point TB  D Erik Cernak TB
• Lightning RW Nikita Kucherov is the first player to have 30-or-more points in back-to-back
Stanley Cup Playoff seasons since Penguins’ captain C Mario Lemieux in 1991 & 1992.
• With his first goal, Kucherov joined teammate Brayden Point as the second player with points
in each of his last six contests taking place in the Stanley Cup Final (2g, 7a, 9 pts). The last
skater to post a longer run was Red Wings’ forward Sergei Fedorov (7 GP from 1998–2002).
• “When you have that feeling in your belly that winning feels good and then when you know why
you're winning you tend to kind of stay with it,” Lightning head coach Jon Cooper said. “Our
guys have done a really good job with that the last couple of years. Hasn't been without some
setbacks, but you just keep preaching to the guys you're not going to win a series in one night.
That's not how it goes. Curveballs and sliders and fastballs, they're all thrown at you at different
times, but if you just keep being consistent with your game, we trust that good things will
happen.”
• “Coach is telling us what to do and we're doing a (heck) of a job going out there and doing it,”
Tampa Bay forward Nikita Kucherov said.
• “I think from the moment we stepped on the ice (to) the last minute where everyone was
standing, I think our fans were phenomenal tonight and gave us momentum,” Lightning
forward Yanni Gourde said. “We were flying because of them. I think it makes the game so
much more fun having fans in the building compared to last year in the bubble.”
• The Lightning won the 2020 Stanley Cup in an empty Rogers Place in Edmonton — a neutral site
almost 3,000 miles from Tampa.
• “That's what the game's all about, is sharing it with your community and feeling that energy and
excitement,” Lightning forward Blake Coleman said.
• “It's going to be the puck management,” said Canadiens’ acting head coach Luke Richardson,
when asked in what area Montreal would need the most work moving forward in this 2021
Stanley Cup Final.
• “That's a team that thrives on turnovers,” said Canadiens’ defenceman Ben Chiarot, who scored
Montreal's lone goal in the second period. “They're pretty quick coming back the other way every
time there's a turnover at their blue line, so (it's) definitely something we have to be aware of
and make sure we're a little smarter with the puck.”
• “We've learned from past mistakes where we've sat back a little bit,” Lightning forward Steven
Stamkos said. “We just talked, we've got a one goal lead going into the third, just like we did
in Game Seven (against the New York Islanders) the other night, let's attack, let's go, let's keep
the pressure on.”
• “Obviously, we knew that they're a quick team so they're going to be closing quickly,” Montreal
defenceman Jeff Petry said. “And I think puck management can be better and it's something
we need to work on because they thrive on the transition game.”
• “When we're on top of our game like that we're tough to beat,” Stamkos said. “I thought we
did that for most of the game.”
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Wednesday, June 30

2020 ET on HNIC, NBCSN

MONTREAL 1 @ TAMPA BAY 3
FIRST PERIOD
NO SCORING
Penalties ― Petry M 5:29, Byron M 9:57, Byron M Cernak T 17:27, McDonagh T (double minor) 17:32
SECOND PERIOD
1. TAMPA BAY, Anthony Cirelli 5 (Tyler Johnson, Jan Rutta) 6:40
Cirelli takes low wrist shot from point and Price is screened completely as it beats him blocker side
2. MONTREAL, Nick Suzuki 6 (unassisted) 10:36
On PP, weak backhand from high slot goes past three sticks — and never touches any — and rolls five-hole
3. TAMPA BAY, Blake Coleman 2 (Barclay Goodrow, Ryan McDonagh) 19:58 GWG
Coleman dives to reach Goodrow’s pass in slot and it beats Price blocker side w/ just 1.1 seconds left on clock
Penalties ― Sergachev T 10:03, Armia M 16:38
THIRD PERIOD
4. TAMPA BAY, Ondrej Palat 5 (unassisted) 15:42
Edmundson just drops it behind his net to no one • Palat grabs puck and fires it off unaware Price and in
Penalties ― None
Shots on goal by
CANADIENS
13
16
14
43
LIGHTNING
6
7
10
23
MONTREAL, Carey Price; TAMPA BAY, Andrei Vasilevskiy
Power play: MTL ― 1 for 3 1 for 5 series 10 for 48 SCP • TB ― 0 for 3 1 for 6 series 21 for 59 SCP
Referees: 27 Eric Furlatt, 11 Kelly Sutherland
Linesmen: 96 David Brisebois, 95 Jonny Murray
17,166 at AMALIE Arena (100% capacity)
MTL changes — 40 RW Armia in → 71 C Evans out
TB changes — RW 7 Joseph in → 17 LW Killorn (broken left fibula) out
• Prior to this series, legendary coach Scotty Bowman, 87, talked about Canadiens’ RW Cole
Caufield, 20, who has 4 goals and 9 points in 15 games in these 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs.
Bowman said, "Caufield is a sniper who’s scored at every level he's played. Think of where he
came from this season (playing at University of Wisconsin) and the long odds against him doing
what he’s doing now. When Caufield gets across the blue line, when he gets an opportunity,
his focus is that the puck has got to get into the net. Caufield is like Guy Lafleur and Mike
Bossy were in my day when they got over the blue line. Thinking only of the net. Yvan
Cournoyer was the same way — he had speed to burn and he didn’t miss many chances. Before
Guy and Yvan in Montreal was Maurice Richard. The opposition didn’t know what was coming
from the ‘Rocket’ — a backhand through the legs or up to the top corner. Caufield won’t score
as much on a slap shot as he will with his quickness.”
• On the day between Games One and Two in this series, the NHL announced its major trophy
winners for this season. Usually, there is a splashy stage show in Las Vegas to make the
announcements, but the COVID-19 pandemic prevented that this year. Oilers’ captain C Connor
McDavid was just the second unanimous winner of the Hart Memorial Trophy. In 1982, Oilers’
centre Wayne Gretzky earned each of the 63 first-place votes en route to that Hart. McDavid
also won the 2021 Ted Lindsay Award. Rangers’ defenceman Adam Fox won the James Norris
Memorial Trophy. Wild forward Kirill Kaprizov won the Calder Memorial Trophy and Golden
Knights’ netmidner Marc-André Fleury won the Vezina Trophy.
• The NHL First All-Star Team was G Andre Vasilevskiy TB, D Adam Fox NYR, D Cale Makar
COL, C Connor McDavid EDM, RW Mitchell Marner TOR and LW Brad Marchand BOS. The
Second Team was G Marc-André Fleury VEG, D Victor Hedman TB, D Dougie Hamilton CAR,
C Auston Matthews TOR, RW Mikko Rantanen COL and LW Jonathan Huberdeau FLA.
• The NHL All-Rookie Team consisted of G Alex Nedeljkovic CAR, D K’Andre Miller NYR, D Ty
Smith NJ, F Kirill Kaprizov MIN, F Josh Norris OTT and F Jason Robertson DAL.
• Each of the last three Stanley Cup champions overcame a one game-to-none series deficit in
the Stanley Cup Final (TB in 2020, STL in 2019 and WSH in 2018). St. Louis’ playoff roster in
2019 featured current Montreal players D Joel Edmundson and G Jake Allen.

 G Andrei Vasilevskiy

TB

 C Blake Coleman TB 

C Anthony Cirelli TB

• Canadiens recorded 29 shots through the first two periods. The last time Montreal had
29-or-more shots through the first two periods of a Stanley Cup Final game was Game Three of
the 1971 Final — 29 shots v. CHI.
• Teams that take a two games-to-none lead are 46-5 (.902) winning a best-of-seven Stanley
Cup Final. And the Lightning are 8-0 winning a best-of-seven series after taking a 2-0 lead in
their history.
• “We were fortunate to pull this game out,” Lightning head coach Jon Cooper said. “But the
(Canadiens) team we saw tonight was more of the team that has run through the playoffs as
opposed to what we saw in Game One…I give our guys credit for pulling this one out, but we're
in the Final. This can be hard. It's really hard.”
• “You look at what happened in the first round (against the Toronto Maple Leafs). We were down
3-1 and we stayed focused, stayed with our game plan, never changed, never did anything and
continued to push,” Canadiens’ forward Corey Perry said. “It's no different now. It doesn't
matter the first round, second round, third round, Final, whatever it is. You continue to play your
game, continue to do the things that got you here, you're going to be successful.”
• Lightning netminder Andrei Vasilevskiy now has a .969 save percentage with two shutouts
during Tampa Bay's five-game home winning streak.
• “Night in and night out the backbone of this team. Can't say enough good things about him,”
Lightning defenceman Ryan McDonagh said. “We certainly want to make it a little bit easier of
a night than we had to for him, but man he's an absolute warrior and competitor and obviously
was probably the biggest piece of our win here tonight.”
• “I thought we had a good bounce-back game, had a lot of chances,” Montreal forward Nick
Suzuki said. “But we've just got to find ways to put the puck in the net, myself included. So
we've just got to stick with that.”
• “I knew the clock was winding down, but I saw ‘Goody’ make that heads-up play in the neutral
zone, the little poke past their D,” Lightning forward Blake Coleman said of his highlight-reel
goal. “I just tried to do everything I could to give him an option. Incredible aerial pass from him,
and fortunately we beat the clock.”
• Coleman scored a similar diving goal in Game Two of the 2020 Eastern Conference Second
Round against the Boston Bruins. “It takes tremendous effort, I think, to dive like that for a puck
and still get good wood on the shot enough to get it at the net and raise it over the pad,” Tampa
Bay forward Barclay Goodrow said. “It's a pretty special play. I think he's got a knack for those
diving shots.”
• Coach Cooper said, “In my head, I'm like, ‘Did he just do that again?’ I know (they're) a little
bit different scenarios, but it was remarkably similar. Just the timing was epic. Definitely a big
lift going into the second (intermission).”
• “I think these guys are very opportunistic and very lethal offensively if you do make mistakes in
certain areas,” said Montreal assistant Luke Richardson, who has coached the Canadiens six
straight games since Dominique Ducharme tested positive for COVID-19 on June 18.
“Obviously, they showed that again tonight…I thought we did a better job tonight, so we're going
to continue to get better and we're going to find our offence and we're going to start scoring a
few goals, and I think that will give us confidence that way.”
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2021 STANLEY CUP CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES
3 CEN

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING 75 v.

4 NORTH

MONTRÉAL CANADIENS 59

GM JULIEN BRISEBOIS, HC JON COOPER v. GM MARC BERGEVIN, INTERIM HC DOMINIQUE DUCHARME

LIGHTNING WIN SERIES IN 5
Friday, July 2

2023 ET on HNIC, NBC

TAMPA BAY 6 @ MONTREAL 3
FIRST PERIOD
1. TAMPA BAY, Jan Rutta 2 (Ondrej Palat, Victor Hedman) 1:52
From RW boards, Rutta wrists a high shot that Price appears to think is going wide, but it goes in high blocker
2. TAMPA BAY, Victor Hedman 2 (Nikita Kucherov, Anthony Cirelli) 3:27 PPG
On PP, Hedman blasts a low, 99-mph shot from point that beats Price glove side • Ducharme calls time-out
3. MONTREAL, Phillip Danault 1 (Shea Weber) 11:16
Danault scoops up puck in own end, races up left side, snaps wrist shot off Sergachev’s stick, both posts and in
Penalties ― Staal M 2:54, Sergachev T 17:29
SECOND PERIOD
4. TAMPA BAY, Nikita Kucherov 8 (Ondrej Palat, Erik Cernak) 1:40
TB races in two-on-none • Palat sends perfect pass across slot to Kucherov • Chiarot can’t get there in time
5. TAMPA BAY, Tyler Johnson 3 (Mathieu Joseph, David Savard) 3:33 GWG
Lightning get a 2-on-1 • Joseph shoots and rebound goes off his skate right to Johnson, who has open net
6. MONTREAL, Nick Suzuki 7 (Jeff Petry, Cole Caufield) 18:04
From a bad angle, below the dot, Suzuki snaps a low wrist shot under Vasilevskiy’s right pad and in
Penalties ― None
THIRD PERIOD
7. TAMPA BAY, Tyler Johnson 4 (unassisted) 15:19
Gustafsson hands the puck right to Johnson up the middle • Johnson breaks in and scores on his own rebound
8. MONTREAL, Corey Perry 4 (Brendan Gallagher, Ben Chiarot) 15:58 with extra attacker
With Price on bench, Perry drifts out from behind goal line with puck and wires it high short side on AV
9. TAMPA BAY, Blake Coleman 3 (Barclay Goodrow) 16:48 ENG
Goodrow steals puck in Canadiens’ zone and sends it across to Coleman, who has open net with Price out
Penalties ― None
Shots on goal by
LIGHTNING
12
9
9
30
CANADIENS
17
8
10
35
TAMPA BAY, Andrei Vasilevskiy; MONTREAL, Carey Price

Monday, July 5

2023 ET on HNIC, NBC

TAMPA BAY 2 @ MONTREAL 3

OVERTIME

FIRST PERIOD
1. MONTREAL, Josh Anderson 4 (Nick Suzuki, Cole Caufield) 15:39
From below goal line, Suzuki tosses it into slot and Anderson scored glove side on Vasilevskiy
Penalties ― Point T Evans M 16:33, Edmundson M 17:59, Maroon T Edmundson M 20:00
SECOND PERIOD
2. TAMPA BAY, Barclay Goodrow 2 (Ryan McDonagh, Blake Coleman) 17:20
Price stops Coleman’s shot, but McDonagh taps rebound to Goodrow who’s wide open in slot
Penalties ― Point T 5:50, Perry M 9:43, Armia M 14:28
THIRD PERIOD
3. MONTREAL, Alexander Romanov 1 (Jake Evans) 8:48
Just after he steps on ice, Romanov sends low wrist shot from point that beats screened AV to blocker side
4. TAMPA BAY, Pat Maroon 2 (Mathieu Joseph, Tyler Johnson) 13:48
On 2-on-1, Romanov back, Joseph sends pass to Maroon (who outskates Kulak) and scores stick side
Penalties ― Goodrow T Coleman T Gourde T Anderson M Petry M Chiarot M 7:42, Weber M (double minor)
18:59
FIRST OVERTIME PERIOD
5. MONTREAL, Josh Anderson 5 (Cole Caufield) 3:57 GWG
MTL survives 4-min PK • Anderson blasts down left side, sends it in front to Suzuki and then shoves loose puck in
Penalties ― None
Shots on goal by
LIGHTNING
12
8
10
4
34
CANADIENS
5
9
5
2
21
TAMPA BAY, Andrei Vasilevskiy; MONTREAL, Carey Price
Power play: TB ― 0 for 5 2 for 12 series 22 for 65 SCP • MTL ― 0 for 1 1 for 7 series 10 for 50 SCP
Referees: 27 Eric Furlatt, 11 Kelly Sutherland
Linesmen: 96 David Brisebois, 95 Jonny Murray
3,500 —due to COVID-19 restrictions — at Centre Bell (16.4% capacity)

Power play: TB ― 1 for 1 2 for 7 series 22 for 60 SCP • MTL ― 0 for 1 1 for 6 series 10 for 49 SCP
Referees: 6 Francis Charron, 19 Gord Dwyer
Linesmen: 50 Scott Cherrey, 79 Kiel Murchison
3,500 —due to COVID-19 restrictions — at Centre Bell (16.4% capacity)
TB changes — None
MTL changes — None
• In the days prior to this game, the Canadiens asked the Quebec government and provincial
health officials if they could allow up to 10,500 fans to attend this game in person. Montreal was
essentially asking for an increase to 50% capacity in Centre Bell. The request was denied.
• Canadiens’ interim head coach Dominique Ducharme was back behind the bench for this game,
after being subjected to a 14-day quarantine after testing positive for COVID-19. Ducharme
missed six games behind the Canadiens’ bench and assistant coach Luke Richardson helmed
the bench for those six games.
• The last time a Canadian-based team hosted a game in the Stanley Cup Final was 15 June
2011, when current Canadiens’ assistant coach Alexandre Burrows and the Vancouver Canucks
fell to the Bruins at Rogers Arena in Game Seven.
• The Canadiens will be the home team for a Stanley Cup Final game at a venue other than
the Montreal Forum for the first time in nearly a century. The only Final in history in which
Montreal played home games at an arena other than the storied Forum was in 1924 when it
swept a best-of-three series against the Calgary Tigers of the WCHL with wins at Mount Royal
Arena and Ottawa Auditorium — both as the home team.
• The Canadiens had a 58-19 record in Stanley Cup Final games at the Montreal Forum,
where they clinched 12 of their championships. Overall, the Canadiens are 60-19 as the home
team in Stanley Cup Final games since 1917-18, including a 23-5 mark in the League’s
expansion era (since 1967-68).
• Lightning netminder Andrei Vasilevskiy is the eighth different goaltender in the expansion era
(since 1967-68) — and first since Jonathan Quick LA (3 GP in 2012) — to hold the opposition
to fewer than two goals in each of the first two games of the Stanley Cup Final. The others in
that span are Chris Osgood DET (2 GP in both 2008 & 2009), Martin Brodeur NJ (2 GP in
2003), Patrick Roy COL (2 GP in 1996), Billy Smith NYI (2 GP in 1984), Bernie Parent PHI (2
GP in 1975) and Rogie Vachon MTL (4 GP in 1969).
 C Tyler Johnson TB  RW Nikita Kucherov TB  D Victor Hedman TB
• With his goal, Tampa bay defenceman Victor Hedman became the first-ever player to score at
least one goal in each of the 12 months of the year in his career.
• “We got a power play and scored right away, so a tremendous start,” Hedman said. “Then I
think they kind of took over in the first. We came out with the lead, so it was a good start and I
thought we set the tone. But I thought it got better in the second and it was more consistent on
our part.”
• Lightning forward Nikita Kucherov got his 24th assist on Hedman's goal and leads the Stanley
Cup Playoffs with 32 points. “We have a game plan and everybody's buying in and everybody's
doing their job,” Kucherov said. “And when everybody's doing their job, it makes it easier. And
we want to play a full 60 minutes the right way, and that's what we're doing right now.”
• Lightning forward Nikita Kucherov posted the 36th multi-point game of his playoff career — and
ninth this year — to increase his lead to nine points atop the 2021 playoff scoring list (8g, 24a,
32 pts in 21 GP). Kucherov now has 66 points over the last two playoff years, tied with Wayne
Gretzky (25g, 41a, 66 pts from 1985 to 1986 with the Oilers) for the fifth most over two
consecutive postseasons in history.
• Kucherov has recorded multiple points in nearly one-third of his career postseason appearances
(32.4% • 36 of 111 GP) and moved into a tie with Blackhawks’ forward Patrick Kane for the
fourth most such performances among active players.
• In the history of the Stanley Cup Playoffs, only 4 teams down three games-to-none have
come back to win a best-of-seven series. The most recent instance was the Los Angeles Kings
coming back to defeat the San Jose Sharks in the first round of the 2014 playoffs. The only time
this has happened in a Stanley Cup Final is when the 1942 Toronto Maple Leafs came back from
down 3-0 to win the Cup over the Detroit Red Wings. The other occurrences saw the 1975 New
York Islanders come back on the Pittsburgh Penguins in the QF and the 2010 Philadelphia Flyers
come back on the Boston Bruins in the QF.
• The Lightning are the 13th defending Stanley Cup champion to take a three games-tonone series lead in the Final and first since the 1998 Red Wings. They also are the second team
to pull ahead 3-0 against Montreal in the Stanley Cup Final, following Detroit in 1952.
• When Tampa bay defenceman Jan Rutta opened the scoring, he became the first player in NHL
history to score a regular-season or playoff goal in the month of July.
• Lightning defenceman Victor Hedman recorded the 20th multi-point playoff game of his career
— the most among all active blueliners. He moves into a tie with Doug Wilson (20 with CHI)
and Larry Murphy (20 with PIT) for the ninth most among all defencemen with a single
franchise.
• The Lightning have scored 14 goals through the first three games of the 2021 Stanley
Cup Final. Only seven other teams in the modern era (since 1943-44) have had as many goals
at this stage of a Final. They are the 1981 Islanders (19), 1973 Canadiens (16), 1970 Bruins
(16), 1982 Islanders (15), 1997 Red Wings (14), 1996 Avalanche (14) and 1977 Canadiens
(14).
• Lightning netminder Andrei Vasilevskiy has won each of his last 11 appearances against the
Canadiens (regular season and playoffs combined) dating to 24 February 2018. He became the
third goaltender in NHL history to post such a run against Montreal behind Turk Broda (12 GP
from 9 December 1939 to 23 January 1941) and Alec Connell (12 GP from 28 February 1925
to 22 February 1927).
• “I know how fun it was last year when we won, so I want to do that again,” Lightning forward
Tyler Johnson said. “You don't know how many chances you're going to get, and any time you
get this close, you really feel it. I think winning last year makes you even want to win it more,
and I think everyone kind of feels that way, and we're really excited. But there's still a lot more
to do. We still have one more game (to win). We know the fourth one's always the toughest and
we're going to have to have a really good game.”
• Netminder Carey Price made 24 saves for Montreal, which has been outscored 14-5 in the
series, with Price allowing 13 goals on 79 shots (.835 save percentage). “I can definitely play
better,” Price said. “It's just not good enough so far…We don't have a choice. We've overcome
adversity all season. Our backs are obviously against the wall, so we've got to start bringing our
best.”
• “We put ourselves in a hole early, and it's tough to dig yourself out of a hole against a team like
that, that plays pretty stingy,” Canadiens’ captain D Shea Weber said.
• Through the first three games of this series, the Canadiens have never led. They have trailed
for 135 minutes and 47 seconds (75.4% of the playing time). And the score has been tied for
44 minutes and 13 seconds (24.6%).
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TB changes — None
MTL changes — 71 C Evans in → 15 C Kotkaniemi out, 27 D Romanov in → 32 D Gustafsson out
77 D Kulak in → 28 D Merrill out
• On the day of this game, it was announced that Blue Jackets’ netminder Matiss Kivlenieks, 24,
had died. In Novi, Michigan, t a 4th of July celebration, Kivlenieks was accidentally hit in the
chest by fireworks and killed. He also represented Latvia at the 2021 IIHF World Championship,
hosted by his home country.
• Entering this game, the Lightning are looking to author the first Stanley Cup Final sweep
since Detroit swept Washington in 1998.
• Canadiens legends Yvan Cournoyer, Guy Lafleur and Patrick Roy were all in attendance, and
introduced to the crowd, at Bell Centre.

 RW Josh Anderson

MTL

 C Nick Suzuki MTL 

G Carey Price MTL

• Through this game, Canadiens had been successful on 53 of their 58 penalty kills in these
Stanley Cup Playoffs.
• Canadiens’ forward Josh Anderson opened the scoring, giving Montreal its first lead of the 2021
Stanley Cup Final and ending Tampa Bay’s streak of not trailing in this series at 195:39.
• Canadiens’ forward Cole Caufield notched two assists to increase his totals to 4g, 8a, 12 pts in
19 games this postseason. He is just the third rookie in franchise history to record at least 12
points in one playoff year, following Claude Lemieux (10g, 6a, 16 pts in 1986)
and Jacques Lemaire (7g, 6a, 13 pts in 1968).
• Montreal forward Nick Suzuki (21 years, 329 days) is the youngest player in franchise history
to record a point in three straight games during a Stanley Cup Final. Pierre Mondou (22 years,
179 days) in 1978 (1g, 3a, 4 pts in 3 GP) and Maurice Richard (22 years, 253 days) in 1944
(5g, 2a, 7 pts in 4 GP) are the only other Canadiens to achieve the feat before age 23.
• Tampa Bay now owns an all-time playoff overtime record of 22-14 (.611), including a 146 mark on the road (.700). They have yet to win an overtime game this postseason (0-4).
• Tampa Bay called its time-out 2:27 into overtime while still on the power play.
• This was the 94th overtime game in the history of the Stanley Cup Final and first in 2021.
Road teams own a 50-41-3 advantage in the previous 94.
• The Canadiens won in overtime when facing elimination in the Stanley Cup Final for the third
time, following Game Five victories in both 1954 (Ken Mosdell v. Detroit Red Wings) and 1919
(Jack McDonald v. Seattle Metropolitans). It was their fifth such game, as they lost in overtime
in Game Five of the 1951 Final (Bill Barilko scored for TOR) and Game Seven of the
aforementioned 1954 series (Tony Leswick scored for DET).
• Canadiens’ forward Josh Anderson is the eighth player in franchise history to score multiple
overtime goals in one playoff year, following Maurice Richard (3 in 1951), Jacques Lemaire (2
in 1968), Mats Naslund (2 in 1987), Claude Lemieux (2 in 1986), Guy Carbonneau (2 in
1993), John LeClair (2 in 1993) and Kirk Muller (2 in 1993).
• The Canadiens’ victory marked the eighth instance in Stanley Cup Playoff history in
which a team won Game Four in a Stanley Cup Final after dropping each of the first three games.
Three of those clubs extended the series to at least six games.
• “We didn't want to end it tonight in front of our fans,” Anderson said. “We expected to go to
Tampa tomorrow. I think everybody in that locker room did and packed our bags this afternoon.
Just had that feeling that we were going to win tonight and give ourselves a chance.”
• “It was not perfect,” Canadiens’ interim head coach Dominique Ducharme said. “We still feel
we can be better, and we'll do that in Tampa. We won't go easy, that's for sure.”
• “We have a bunch of confidence in that room right now,” Anderson said. “I think after tonight
I think we're in a good position. Go to Tampa and take care of business and then…You know,
they don't want to come back to Montreal and play in front of our fans, so I think just got to go
there, take care of business and come back home, and we'll see where the series is at after
that.”
• “We had ample chances to put this one away and we didn't,” Tampa Bay head coach Jon Cooper
said. “Eventually if you let a team hang around long enough, they may get you and tonight they
did…You can't pick your adversity. You hit a little bit of it, and you have to fight your way through
it. It's just something we're going to have to fight our way through. We can't hang our hat that
we're going home. We've been through this before. We've had a chance to knock teams out a
few times last year and a few times this year. It's why you go up in series, to give yourself a
chance or multiple chances to knock a team out. We just have to regroup and see if we can do
it in Game Five.”
• “We've done a good job of leaving the previous game in the past if we're coming off a loss,”
Tampa Bay forward Barclay Goodrow said. “We have a great leadership group that gets our
minds in the right spot. This game is over and done with and we're moving on to Game Five.”
• When asked what they could have done differently Monday, Cooper said, “Probably not hit as
many posts as we hit.” That number was three.
• “Once we get set up, we had our looks,” Lightning defenceman Victor Hedman said, after Tampa
Bay went 0-for-5 on the PP with nine total shots on goal. “They're a good (penalty kill). They've
been good all season long. That's one of the big reasons why they're here. Hockey is one of
those sports where sometimes you rely on your PK. They got a four-minute kill, got some
momentum and scored right away after. We'll look at the tape and make sure our power play is
going next game.”
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2021 STANLEY CUP CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES
3 CEN

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING 75 v.

4 NORTH

MONTRÉAL CANADIENS 59

GM JULIEN BRISEBOIS, HC JON COOPER v. GM MARC BERGEVIN, INTERIM HC DOMINIQUE DUCHARME

LIGHTNING WIN SERIES IN 5
Wednesday, July 7

2020 ET on HNIC, NBC

MONTREAL 0 @ TAMPA BAY 1
FIRST PERIOD
NO SCORING
Penalties ― Perry M 3:21, Rutta T 7:19, Perry M Cernak T 8:15, Anderson M 8:43
SECOND PERIOD
1. TAMPA BAY, Ross Colton 4 (David Savard, Ryan McDonagh) 13:27 GWG
Savard snaps a perfect pass into slot • Colton beats Edmundson to puck and tips it nicely stick side past Price
Penalties ― Savard T 0:21, Sergachev T 8:32, Chiarot M 19:22
THIRD PERIOD
NO SCORING
Penalties ― None
Shots on goal by
CANADIENS
4
10
8
22
LIGHTNING
13
6
11
30
MONTREAL, Carey Price; TAMPA BAY, Andrei Vasilevskiy
Power play: MTL ― 0 for 3 1 for 10 series 10 for 53 SCP • TB ― 0 for 3 2 for 15 series 22 for 68 SCP
Referees: 19 Gord Dwyer, 9 Dan O’Rourke
Linesmen: 76 Michel Cormier, 95 Jonny Murray
18,110 at AMALIE Arena
MTL changes — None
TB changes — None
• Entering this game, Tampa Bay had not lost consecutive games in the Stanley Cup
Playoffs since being swept by the Blue Jackets in the 2019 First Round — a streak spanning 47
games.
• The Canadiens have seen a player 21 years old-or-younger record at least one point in 12
consecutive playoff games, dating back to Game Three of the Second Round. Only three teams
in Stanley Cup Playoff history have had a longer such streak — the North Stars (18 GP in 1981),
Hurricanes (15 GP in 2006) and Rangers (13 GP in 1979).

 G Andrei Vasilevskiy

TB

 C Ross Colton

TB

 C Barclay

Goodrow TB

• Canadiens called their time-out with 1:24 remaining and netminder Carey Price on the bench.
• After the Lightning won the 2020 Stanley Cup in an elongated season that took 363 days
due to a pause caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, they are again hoisting the Cup just 282
days later. Tampa Bay claimed its third championship in franchise history, adding to titles
claimed in 2004 and 2020.
• Tampa Bay’s three Stanley Cup wins trail only Detroit (4: 1997, 1998, 2002 & 2008) for the
most titles among all teams since the Lightning entered the NHL in 1992-93.
• Lightning netminder Andrei Vasilevskiy (b. Tyumen, Russia) is the first goaltender born outside
North America to be named playoff MVP. Overall, it marks the 17th time a goaltender has been
awarded the Conn Smythe Trophy since the inception of the award in 1965.
• Tampa Bay Pat Maroon became the first player to win three straight Stanley Cups since multiple
players did so with the Islanders dynasty from 1980 to 1983.
• Maroon’s three Stanley Cup wins are tied for the most among active players, equaling Sidney
Crosby, Marc-André Fleury, Niklas Hjalmarsson, Patrick Kane, Duncan Keith, Kris Letang,
Evgeni Malkin and Jonathan Toews.
• Maroon joined Ed Litzenberger, Ab McDonald and Eddie Gerard as the fourth player in
history to claim three-or-more straight Stanley Cup wins while playing for two different teams
over that span. An NHL player has never won three or more consecutive titles with three or more
different clubs.
• Lightning GM Julien BriseBois, who acquired key players such as Pat Maroon, Blake
Coleman, Barclay Goodrow, Jan Rutta and David Savard after being named to the position
on 11 September 2018, became the second general manager in NHL history to win the Stanley
Cup multiple times within his first three seasons with that title, joining long-time Canadiens’
executive Sam Pollock — who won in 1965 and 1967.
• With his seventh save of the game, Carey Price became the third Canadiens’ goaltender since
1955-56 (when shots on goal began being tracked) to record at least 600 saves in a single
postseason. The others are Ken Dryden (648 in 1971) and Patrick Roy (601 in 1993).
• When Lightning forward Ross Colton opened the scoring, the Lightning had now scored first in
18 games during these 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs, joining Oilers (18 in 1990) for the most in a
single postseason. Tampa Bay was 16-2 in those 18 games.
• Lightning netminder Andrei Vasilevskiy became just the third goaltender in Stanley Cup Playoff
history to post multiple shutouts in Stanley Cup-clinching games (also Game Six of 2020 SCF),
joining Bernie Parent (Game Six of 1974 Stanley Cup Final & Game Six of 1975 SCF) and Clint
Benedict (Game Two of 1923 SCF & Game Four of 1926 SCF).
• Vasilevskiy became the third goaltender in history to record five career series-clinching
shutouts (also Game Six of 2020 SCF, Game Six of 2021 R1, Game Five of 2021 R2 & Game
Seven of 2021 SCSF), joining Clint Benedict and Chris Osgood.
• Vasilevskiy became the first goaltender to win the Stanley Cup in consecutive playoff years
with a goals-against average of under 2.00 in each postseason (minimum 10 GP in both) since
Ken Dryden (1976–1978). The only other goaltender in history to do so is Jacques Plante
(1956–1958).
• Tampa Bay forward Ross Colton became the seventh rookie in history to score a Stanley Cupclinching goal and just the second in the modern era (since 1943-44), joining Mike Rupp in
2003 w/ NJ. Roy Conacher in 1939 w/ BOS, Johnny Gagnon in 1931 w/ MTL, Nels Stewart in
1926 w/ Maroons, Howie Morenz in 1924 w/ MTL, Corb Denneny in 1918 w/ Toronto Hockey
Club.
• Colton became the first player in the NHL’s expansion era (since 1967-68) to clinch a franchise’s
second straight championship while not having his name on the Stanley Cup during the previous
year. The only other players in League history to achieve the feat are Johnny Gagnon in 1931
(w/ MTL), Cal Gardner in 1949 (w/ TOR) and Andy Bathgate in 1964 (w/ TOR).
• Lightning forward Nikita Kucherov (7, 27a, 34 pts in 25 games) became just the third player
to record 30-plus points in consecutive playoff years, joining NHL legends Lemieux (1991-1992)
and Gretzky (1983-1985 & 1987-1988).
• Kucherov’s combined 66 points over the 2020 and 2021 postseasons trail only Gretzky and
Lemieux for total points across two consecutive playoff years. Gretzky (60 points from 19871988 and 52 from 1984-1985) is the only player to ever record more assists than Kucherov
(51) across two postseasons.
• Each of the five highest-scoring players in the 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs were Tampa Bay
skaters — Kucherov 32 pts, Point 23, Hedman 18, Stamkos 18 and Killorn 17. It marked
the second postseason in the NHL’s expansion era (since 1967-68) in which each of the League’s
top-five scorers were with the same club — the first was in 1970, when Bruins’ teammates Phil
Esposito, Bobby Orr, Johnny Bucyk, John McKenzie and Fred Stanfield combined for the
feat.
• The Lightning were 15-0 in games following a loss over the 2020 and 2021 postseasons.
• Tampa Bay forward Alex Killorn broke the fibula in his left leg blocking a shot in Game One on
28 June and had surgery to insert a rod.
• “It's so hard to win the Stanley Cup,” Lightning captain F Steven Stamkos said. “And then you
do it two years in a row. You deserve to go down in history. And this group, no matter what
happens from here on out, this group is going to be etched in history forward. And that's pretty
special.”
• “He makes guys like us look good…,” Lightning head coach Jon Cooper said of Vasilevskiy.
“What's remarkable to me is I can't believe how he shuts the door in the biggest games of his
career…He is the big cat, and when he locks in, he is remarkable to watch.”
• “I can't believe it. It's obviously the whole team deserves it for sure,” Vasilevskiy said. “Just
to have five shutouts in one playoffs, it's all about team for sure. We were able to shut down
the teams four times in a row in clinching games, just amazing. Can't say more. It's not about
me, it's about our team.”
• Tampa Bay forward Nikita Kucherov said, “I keep telling him he's the MVP, he's the guy, he's
the best. He was on his head today. He kept us in the game. Another shutout by him.
Remarkable.”
• Carey Price made 29 saves for Montreal, which was playing in the Cup Final for the first time
since 1993. “At the end of the day, I just don't think I played well enough at the start of the
series,” Price said.
• Canadiens’ captain D Shea Weber said, “I don't think that's the case at all. To be honest, I think
that we weren't good enough in front of Carey. Give them credit. They're a heck of a team.
They're here for a reason and they were better than us in the end.”
• “I'm proud of this group,” said Canadiens’ interim head coach Dominique Ducharme, who
missed six games, including the first two of the Cup Final, after testing positive for COVID-19
on 18 June. “I told the guys after the game, there's a period we had to go through a lot of things.
You talk about practice. You talk about injuries, scheduling, COVID. Even through the playoffs,
being down, being up, many things and we kept moving forward and kept getting better. So we
grew as a team a lot. We've got to use that the right way and we want to make it back here
with a different result.”
• Montreal forward Brendan Gallagher said, “Every single guy gave everything they had every
single night. You look at our group and, obviously, there's a lot more talented teams and there's
a lot of teams that do a lot of things, but there's no team that's stronger as a group and the
resiliency that we showed. Just a good team to be a part of.”
• “I was kind of getting emotional with like 1:40 left,” Maroon said. “I had to keep it together
because obviously I'm not out there. But watching these guys block shots and just muck it up
and do everything they can just to (have) an opportunity to win, I've been very fortunate. I'm
very blessed to be a part of three runs and three very good teams. You may not see me on the
score sheet, but I try to bring a different element to the room and chip in when I can and just
kind of relax the team a little bit.”

© Steve Lansky 2021
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ANDREI VASILEVSKIY’S STANLEY CUP PLAYOFFS
CENTRAL DIVISION SEMI-FINAL v. PANTHERS
GM

1
2
3
4
5
6

SCORE

5-4
3-1
5-6 OT
6-2
1-4
4-0

SERIES TOTALS

SHOTS

SAVES

39
33
47
41
37
29

35
32
41
39
34
29

226

210

NOTES

Panthers blow 2-1 and 4-3 leads
Mason Marchment scores Panthers’ only goal
Ryan Lomberg FLA scores at 5:56 of overtime
J Huberdeau, C Verhaeghe score for Panthers
Panthers score four times in final 40 minutes
Vasilevskiy records his second career SCP shutout

2.64 GAA

.929 SV PCT

CENTRAL DIVISION FINAL v. HURRICANES
GM

1
2
3
4
5

SCORE

2-1
2-1
2-3 OT
6-4
2-0

SERIES TOTALS

SHOTS

SAVES

38
32
27
25
29

37
31
24
21
29

151

142

NOTES

D Jake Bean scores Hurricanes’ only goal
F Andrei Svechnikov scores Canes’ only goal
F Jordan Staal CAR scores at 5:57 of overtime
Hurricanes blow 2-1 and 4-2 leads
Vasilevskiy records his third career SCP shutout

1.77 GAA

.940 SV PCT

SEMI-FINAL v. ISLANDERS
GM

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

SCORE

1-2
4-2
2-1
2-3
8-0
2-3 OT
1-0

SERIES TOTALS

SHOTS

SAVES

31
26
28
30
21
28
18

29
24
27
27
21
25
18

182

171

NOTES

Mathew Barzal, Ryan Pulock give Isles’ 2-0 lead
Brock Nelson, Mathew Barzal score for New York
F Cal Clutterbuck scores Islanders’ lone goal
Islanders build 3-0 lead in second period lead, then hang on
Vasilevskiy records his fourth career SCP shutout
Anthony Beauvillier scores at 1:08 of overtime
Vasilevskiy records his fifth career SCP shutout

1.59 GAA

.940 SV PCT

STANLEY CUP CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES v. CANADIENS
GM

SCORE

SHOTS

SAVES

1
2
3
4
5

5-1
3-1
6-3
2-3 O
1-0

19
43
35
21
22

18
42
32
18
22

SERIES TOTALS
PLAYOFF TOTALS

NOTES

Ben Chiarot scores Canadiens’ only goal at 37:40
Nick Suzuki scores Canadiens’ only goal at 30:36
P Danault, N Suzuki, C Perry score for Montreal
Josh ANDERSON scores at 3:57 of overtime
Vasilevskiy’s 5th straight shutout in a series clincher

1.58 GAA
1.90 GAA

SV PCT
.937 SV PCT

ANDREI
VASILEVSKIY
2021 CONN SMYTHE TROPHY

WINNER
23
1.90
.937
5
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GAMES PLAYED
GOALS-AGAINST AVERAGE
SAVE PERCENTAGE
SHUTOUTS
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